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24 April 2020 
 
Dear Student, 
 
I am writing this letter to firstly say "hello", but to also give you some information about how we 
intend to communicate with you over the coming weeks (more of this later). I have really enjoyed 
talking to you and/or your parents/carers over the last few weeks about how you are all getting on 
and it has been great to hear that you are all looking after yourselves and I must say I am extremely 
proud of the way you are all dealing with these uncertain times. 
 
I was delighted to hear about all the ways you are trying to keep yourselves busy under these 
strange circumstances, whether it is by doing Joe Wicks workouts, baking, playing board games, 
painting, gardening and even in some cases cleaning the cars. I’ll be trying some of these myself over 
the next few weeks. It is clear that you are all spending and enjoying some quality time with your 
families, which is great to see/hear about and is really important.  
 
What is particularly pleasing is the amount of work that is being completed and the willingness by all 
to complete work on a daily basis. These are strange and difficult times and therefore it is really 
important that we keep some kind of normality, where possible, and continuing our learning is the 
ideal way which we can do that. It is really important that we complete as much of the work set on 
the Home Learning page as possible and that you find a routine that works best for you - this may 
change as the weeks continue away from school. Any work that is completed now will mean that you 
are in the best possible position when we return to school (whenever that is) and it will set you up 
nicely as we look forward to moving into year 11 and that final push towards our GCSE and BTEC 
qualifications - anything that we do now could make a massive difference. Unfortunately, the 
current cohort of Year 11’s have had their schooling life cut short this year and their grades are likely 
to be decided based upon the work they have completed and how hard they have worked 
throughout the 2 years, so for all Year 10 students there is no time to lose and it is game on, starting 
now! 
 
At these times it is also important that we spend precious time with those that we live with and that 
we also look after ourselves both physically and mentally. If any of you have any issues please speak 
to somebody close to you as well as checking our website for documents and information on a range 
of common worries and concerns that you might have during this time. There is also the pastoral 
email address (pastoral@croftonacademy.org.uk) that you can use to contact the school should you 
need to. Remember, there is always someone for you to talk to and you are never on your own! 
Make sure you also take a break from your computer/Xbox/PlayStation and school work to get out 
and safely do your daily exercise; also keep in contact with your friends and family that you cannot 
see at these times – this is really important too. 
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Student Emails 
Many students in Year 10 have already been issued with a student email address (e.g. IT, Enterprise 
and Computer Science students). These students are corresponding with their teachers about their 
work. We are now in a position to provide a student email address to all other students in Year 10. I 
will be sending a test email to your new school email address over the weekend – please follow the 
instructions below to activate your email account, change your first-time temporary password and 
get used to having a student email address (this is solely for correspondence with school – I will 
make my expectations clear on email etiquette next week). Your student email address can be linked 
to your phone as a normal email address can. We will move more towards communicating via your 
school email address in the coming weeks. 
 
Navigate to the google home page and click on the gmail/sign in link. Enter your username, as shown 
below, and the first-time temporary password. Change your password to one that you will 
remember, but keep it safe and secure. I will send a test email over the weekend – I will be waiting 
for your reply.  
 
Your school email address in google is really easy to remember – it is your school user name for the 
computers and then @gs.croftonacademy.org.uk 
 

Username: yourschoolusername@gs.croftonacademy.org.uk 
(an example would look like: jbloggs7035@gs.croftonacademy.org.uk) 

 
Password: Apple123 

 
Let’s see how this goes with the email – it is new to us as well. 
 
 
Take care,  
 
Mr Miller 
Achievement Leader Year 10 
 


