Welcome to our weekly
edition of “IN TOUCH”
our newsletter for parents
and carers of pupils at
Crofton Academy
WELCOME TO 2020
We hope you’ve had a fantastic break away from school and
work. We’ve all enjoyed the time off, but it’s nice to leave
the temptation of mince pies and chocolates behind!
We ended the year having had a really busy first term. As
we start this Spring term it’s very much a case of eyes
down and look in. Our Year 11s have a lot of work ahead of
them, putting their knowledge to the test before they
begin their final exams in May. Intervention letters have
been posted out with individual details of session.
We have lots to to do and the newsletter will continue to
be a source of news, information and reminders. Old
newsletters can be found on the school website news page
at www.croftonacademy.org.uk.
We would also remind you that we use ParentMail, Twitter
and Facebook. We now also use ParentMail for booking
parents’ evening appointments and it’s therefore essential
that you activate your account. We will be using ParentMail more and more during this year as we move the
payment system forward, so if you’ve been putting it off,
now is the time to make sure you know how to access it.
We could not put 2019 to bed without a mention and
goodbye to Mr Cooney (PE), Mr Collins (Maths) and Mrs
Graham (History) who have taken up new posts this
month. We would like to say a big thank you for the work
they have done and wish them all the very best in their
new roles.
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YEAR 9 PARENTS’ EVENING
The ParentMail booking system for parents’
evening appointments goes live at 7am on
Monday 13 January for YEAR 9 parents/carers.
These appointments are on a first-come-firstserved basis so make sure you make your
appointments sooner rather than later. If you
find you cannot get an appointment please
drop a note to the teacher concerned to ask if
you can organise a telephone conversation with
them to discuss your child’s progress.

THANK YOU
We raised an amazing

£615
for Save The Children Christmas Jumper Day held
on the last day of term, which is a brilliant
achievement considering the time of year.

LIBRARY AVAILABILITY
The Library is open on MONDAY, TUESDAY and
THURSDAY for pupils to do their homework
after school. During the day (break and lunch
times), the library is open as follows:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Years 7 &8
Years 7, 8 & 9
Years 10 & 11
All Years
Closed

The information you need to know: Class Charts in numbers:
Total points awarded so far this term (as at 12 January)=
Average points per student
=
132
Highest Individual point score
=
312
Number of students in the 100+ Club
=
705
Number of students in the 200+ Club
=
178
Number of students in the 300+ Club
=
4
Number of parents/carers using Class Charts =
822

136,709

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
Lots of issues affect young people, these are some of the mental health problems that could be affecting your child:
Depression affects more children and young people today than in the last few decades, but it is still more common in adults.
Teenagers are more likely to experience depression than young children.
Self-harm is a very common problem among young people. Some people find it helps them manage intense emotional pain if
they harm themselves, through cutting or burning, for example. They may not wish to take their own life.
Generalised anxiety disorder (GAD) can cause young people to become extremely worried. Very young children or children
starting or moving school may have separation anxiety.
Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) can follow physical or sexual abuse, witnessing something extremely frightening of
traumatising, being the victim of violence or severe bullying or surviving a disaster.
Children who are consistently overactive ('hyperactive'), behave impulsively and have difficulty paying attention may have attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). Many more boys than girls are affected, but the cause of ADHD aren't fully understood.
Eating disorders usually start in the teenage years and are more common in girls than boys. The number of young people who
develop an eating disorder is small, but eating disorders such as anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa can have serious consequences for their physical health and development.
There are lots of organisations that can provide help:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Childline
YoungMinds
Contact a Family
Family Lives
Barnardo’s
Kidscape
CALM (Campaign agaisnt Living Miserably)
PAPYRUS (Prevent of Young Suicide)
Children and Young People’s Mental Health Coalition (CYPMHC)

(Information c/o mentalhealth.org.uk (09.01.2020))

Well done to all our pupils who took part in the Christmas
Rocks concert. It was a brilliant evening and you are all
extremely
talented!
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CALENDAR

WEEK COMMENCING
13 JANUARY… IS WEEK 1
ON THE
TIMETABLE

THURSDAY 16 JANUARY
Year 8 Option Evening 6:30-7:30pm

Food News!
The week before Christmas saw students busy preparing chocolate festive treats! Year 10 produced
scrumptious chocolate mousse, Year 8 were busy making chocolate truffles (the recipe is below!) and Year 7’s
produced their sweet and sticky chocolate chip flapjacks!
CHOCOLATE TRUFFLES:
Ingredients
80g chocolate chunks (milk, plain, or white)
25g butter softened
50g digestive biscuits
25g icing sugar
Cocoa powder/choc vermicelli to decorate
Petit four cases (small bun cases)
Method:
Put a pan of water on to boil with 3cm full of water.
Break up the chocolate and put in the pan to melt, stir frequently.
When melted remove pan from the heat, USING OVEN GLOVES!!
ONTO A PAN STAND.
Crush 50g digestive biscuits in a bag with rolling pin until it looks like
crumbs.
To the melted chocolate, add softened butter, icing sugar and
crushed biscuits.
Mix well and put it in fridge to chill for 10 mins. Place cocoa or
sprinkles onto a small plate.
Take a teaspoon of the mixture and roll into a ball and then roll into
the cocoa powder or sprinkles. Cover in cocoa powder or vermicelli.
Place into truffle case. Sprinkle with extra icing sugar if you wish
The Year 9 Food Preparation and Nutrition group took part in a
Festive Bake off Challenge! Students were asked to create some
festive cupcakes with Mr Walker being Head Judge alongisde Mrs
Worth, our wonderful food technician!
Mrs Green
Food Department

eClips User Guide
Log on via PC, table or mobile phone www.eclips-online.co.uk
Password is on posters at school and on Tracey Chapman’s door.
If you forget the password look for the eCLIPS posters around
school
Browse the site using the tabs at the top of the screen. Choose to
explore different careers, education and employment options
including live labour market information
There is also a section under the education tab on Wellbeing
Try using the Careers Wizard if you are not sure what job would
suit you. It matches you to jobs/careers. Just click on the tab and
answer a few short questions
If you are finding the website difficult to use call to see Tracey
Chapman in the Careers Office upstairs on the English
corridor.

Further info’ on eclips
eCLIPS is an easy to use website containing accurate
information on over 1400 jobs to help students consider the full
range of options. You can find:
● Live-streamed labour market information including local
vacancies
● Information catering for all abilities and stages
● Careers linked to school/college subjects
● Impartial advice to help your child choose study and employment options and prepare for the world of work
● An interactive career matching tool (quiz)
eCLIPS CATERS FOR ALL STUDENTS
Each of the 23 job groups has a leaflet called ‘The basics…’. This gives a simple overview of the sector and is particularly
helpful for younger students and those with SEND. In addition, all the careers leaflets have a summary leaflet; these have
standard headings and provide bite-sized information for those with limited time or for reluctant readers. The full leaflets
provide in-depth information and links enabling further exploration.

ADVERSE WINTER WEATHER
We are now well into winter, and we sysmpathise with those having to de-ice their car every morning or walk to school
(brrrrrr)! School will always try and stay open whenever it is safe to do so. There are, however, occasions when this is simply
not possible. Decisions about closing the school are taken as early as possible on a morning. Parents and carers can check
for updates on our website, Facebook, Twitter, Ridings FM or the Local Authority website.
We do not use ParentMail due to the system being overloaded, we know from experience that this can be slow and messages
delayed during bad weather. Following a first day closure we will make a decision about the following day based on the
condition of the school site, staffing and weather forecast and wherever possible updates will be posted that evening about
the following day.
So remember: FACEBOOK, TWITTER, RIDINGS FM (106.8MHz), WAKEFIELD MDC SCHOOL CLOSURES WEBSITE
(https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/schools/school-closures) and WWW.CROFTONACADEMY.ORG.UK
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FIRST GIVE - THE FINAL!
Thursday 19 December saw the culmination of seven weeks hard work from our Year 8 students and their group
tutors as the presentations for the First Give charity competition took place. It was up to a select judging panel,
which included our own Mr Walker alongside Owen and Georgia from Year 9 (student representatives), Mr
Vaughan (representing governors), Mr Danby (CEO from a local company) and our PCSO, to make the final
decision. First Give is an organisation that promotes Social Action and as part of the process our students had
to choose a local charity to support . This was followed by raising awareness around school of the charity and
organising any events to further promote awareness.
Our students were creative with bake sales, guess the number of sweets in a jar, penalty shoot out
competition, food collection and even visits from horses and hedgehogs. There were a wide variety of charities
being supported. 8CJN chose to support St Catherine's food bank and collected over 500 donations. 8CSW were
supporting Forget Me Not Children's Hospice and held several events including selling bears made by members
of the form. 8COB promoted laughter as the best medicine by holding a comedy event in support of their
charity, Leeds Mind. 8NKH gave up something as part of raising awareness for Turning Point. 8MJO held bake
sales for Wakefield Hospice. 8LAL collected donations for their charity C.A.P and created their own short
performance. 8KKE got creative with their baked goods for Yorkshire Swan and Wildlife Rescue. 8JHU arranged
for Dylan and Hector, two of the horses from the Syndale Riding for the Disabled, to visit pupils in our SEND and
VI departments.
When presentation day arrived our students did themselves proud, showing maturity, creativity and
confidence when delivering their presentation in front of the whole year group and judges. The final decision
for the £1,000 prize money was a difficult one, but 8JHU and their RDA charity were the victors; with 8CJN and
8LAL receiving judges’ commendations. The great thing about 8JHU’s particular charity was that their aim was
simple: to raise awareness, bringing the work that Snydale RDA do to peoples’ attention and advertising for
future volunteers; but they clearly had their eye on the prize, and the charity will definitely benefit from both
the awareness and the £1,000 donation.
WELL DONE TO ALL YEAR 8 PUPILS - YOU ALL DID AN AMAZING JOB!

YEAR 11 REWARDS
As a school we would like to reward all students for their continued hard work and dedication towards your
GCSE/BTEC exams and subject lessons. Students who achieve either one of the following criteria’s
outlined below between Tuesday 7 January and Thursday 2 April 2020 will be rewarded.
CRITERIA 1

● Attendance above 96% - Achievement Leader (AL) discretion
● Achieve 1 for Attitude to Learning and Homework across all subjects on PC 2 and PC3 (posted home
Thursday 16 January and Thursday 2 April 2020)
● No C2
● No C3
● No Fixed Term Exclusion
● No Standards Detention
REWARD

● Free hoodie
● Congratulations Breakfast.
● Entered into a prize draw for a free prom ticket. (2 up for grabs!)
CRITERIA 2

● Attendance above 96% - AL discretion
● Achieve 1 or 2 for Attitude to Learning and Homework across all subjects on PC 2 and PC3 (posted
home Thursday 16 January and Thursday 2 April 2020)
● No C2
● No C3
● No Fixed Term Exclusion
● No Standards Detention
REWARD

● 50% payment towards a hoodie
● Congratulations Breakfast
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