After half term this
newsletter will be coming to
you FORTNIGHTLY
with more stories and more
help and advice
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Year 9 and Year 10 students have been
given a booklet about options that are
available to them post-16.
They have looked through this in tutor time
with their form tutors and will be bringing
them home.
A copy can also be found on the school
website in the careers section.
www.croftonacademy.org.uk/careers

YEAR 10
H•A•I•R &
B•E•A•U•T•Y
On the 5 February, a group of Year 10
students began a 6-week hair and beauty
masterclass run by tutors from Barnsley
College.
The first two weeks focused on hair and
learning how to do the different sorts of
plaits. Upcoming weeks focus on makeup,
beauty, manicures and nails.
Everyone had a great time learning the
new skills, including several Crofton staff
who called into the session. A big thank
you to Barnsley College for running the
masterclasses.

FRIDAY 5
CLUB
Chloe-Jane Abbey,
Matthew Gorringe &
Kyanna French (all
Y11):nominated by
Miss Rowe for outstanding effort and
commitment every lesson in Travel & Tourism
Tyler Brook &
Libby-Jean Thomas:
nominated by Ms
Rose-Tolson for
outstanding effort and
attitude to learning in
Maths
WELL DONE

MAKING NOTES

The information you need to know: Class Charts in numbers:
Total points awarded so far this
academic year (as at 9 February)

=

Average points per student
Highest Individual point score
Number of students in the 100+ Club
Number of students in the 200+ Club
Number of students in the 300+ Club
Number of parents/carers using Class Charts

=
=
=
=
=
=

Balance your time

161,397
157
365
795
326
47
822

Give an adequate amount of time to each subject. Make sure
you have plenty of breaks and don’t over revise - that can be
detrimental. Use your time wisely. Good planning may make
you more likely to stick to a timetable.
Summarise don’t regurgitate
Don’t just copy your notes. Summarise your notes and then
summarise them again. Make cue cards or mind maps by
subject, topic, theme or module.
Read
Read set texts - make notes and cue cards. Test yourself on
what you’ve read to make sure you really know it.

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING

Make if fun
Notes don’t have to be written in black ink or on plain white
paper. Use coloured paper, coloured pens and highlighters.
Use stickers and graphics to liven it up - anything to help you
remember. Sat in an exam room you may well recall that
“Inspector Calls” quote or a maths formula that was written on
an orange background, rather than on plain white paper!
Organise
Organise your notes into a manageable system. Keep topics
together for easy recall. Use files, dividers or plastic wallets with
labels. Whatever works for you.
Use Post-it Notes
If there is something you are struggling
with put it on lots of post-it notes and put
them around the house. These can be
particularly useful on a bathroom mirror
so you can see them whilst you’re
cleaning your teeth. Stick them inside
your wardrobe door or in unusual places
that will trigger your memory when
recalling during an exam.
Sort out the grey areas

Draw yourself as your closest
friend or a close family member
would describe you.

You always need to go over and revise things you know and
understand, that will cement your knowledge. But always go
over the grey areas that you find difficult, make notes and try to
simplify it. Keep a separate check list of things you know you
need more help with.
Us a new resource

Remember, they can see who you are as a
person as well as what you look like.
Draw or write the positive
qualities they notice about you,
especially the ones that you find
hard to see yourself. Include things
like being kind, patient and fun.

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calmzone/

Find a new revision guide or online resource and use alongside
your notes - enhance your notes with new notes from these
resources. Some of what you read will, of course, be the same,
but differences in presentation may give you another perspective and help you understand it better.
Make the best of intervention
If you have been advised of intervention sessions - attend.
These are the best places to iron out things you may not have
grasped and who better to ask for help than the teacher who’s
been teaching you the subject?
Helpful resources:
BBC Bitesize
Passmyexams.co.uk
Revisionworld.com
Getrevising.co.uk

Year 11 Pupils were introduced to this exciting national scheme aimed at 15-17 year olds. The programme aims to help
guide young people through questions about employability, allows young people to help the community through their own
group projects and experience an epic summer away from home with Wakefield Trinity!
Structure of NCS Programme:
Phase 1: 5-day residential (Camp Hill Estate) taking part in exhilarating challenges and team building activities, including
axe throwing, kayaking, zip wiring and many more!
Phase 2: 5-day residential (Storthes Hall Park) taking part in team challenges and learning life skills.
Phase 3: 10-day social action group project comprised of planning and delivering a community project in your local area.
Phase 4: Graduation ceremony for young people to receive their NCS certificate and party!
For more information visit the NCS website at: https://wearencs.com/

Open to all years.
Design and make your own Easter card. Any materials can be used.
Be as creative as you like.
GO WILD!
Fun prizes to be won!
Need more information see Mrs Taylor Art & Textiles technician.
Deadline for final entries is 3rd April

CALENDAR
WEEK COMMENCING
24 FEBRUARY… IS WEEK 2 ON THE TIMETABLE
… IS WEEK 1 OF A 6 WEEK TERM

MONDAY 24 FEBRUARY
School Re-Opens
Year 11 Mocks All Week

Parent
Forum

If you would like to put your name forward to be part of the Parent Forum
group email: parentforum@croftonacademy.org.uk along with your
name, your child's name and tutor group.
Previous Parent Forum group members can also re-apply. Should we have
too many requests, we will do a random selection for this year and then
carry names forward to the next academic year.

UNIFORM REMINDER
I would like to remind you that your child must have the correct uniform when they return to school after half
term.
No one should be wearing trainers, or footwear other than formal school shoes.
No one should be wearing black jeans, leggings (of any description) or tracksuit bottoms.
Acrylic nail extensions and piercings (other than one stud in each earlobe) are NOT allowed - please bear this is
mind if your child asks for these over the holidays. They should all be removed before 8:50am on Monday 24
February.
Mr Hardcastle
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)

IF YOU EVER ATTENDED
CROFTON ACADEMY
THIS IS FOR YOU
Did you go to Crofton High School or since 2011 did you attend Crofton Academy? If you’re a former student, an
'Old Croftoner', the school would love to hear from you! We are establishing our own Alumni and need your help
to get it up and running.
It doesn’t matter when you left school, whether you’re in further education or employment, whether you still
live nearby or have moved further away, we want to hear from you!
We are in the first stages of setting up this Old Croftoner Alumni, but eventually we would also like to share the
success stories from 'Old Croftoners' with our current students. So if you or anyone you know (whether you left
1 or 50 years ago!) attended Crofton High School OR Crofton Academy and have gone on to succeed in the world
of work, we would love to hear about it. This may include running your own business, attending a top university
or climbing the career ladder in your chosen field.
In the first instance can we ask 'Old Croftoners' to get in touch with us by completing the OCA Registration Form
at the back of this newsletter and emailing it to alumni@croftonacademy.org.uk
Additional copies of the Registration Form can be collected from school reception.

What happens to our school books
when we’ve finished with them?
Crofton Academy’s Eco Group met with Shane Holliday (the Senior Caretaker) to discuss litter and waste.
We found out:

u Exercise books and waste paper are collected for free and turned into
u
u

cardboard tubes used for Pringles packaging and gravy containers.
We don’t have recycling bins around school because the waste
company we use sorts through the waste and sorts out our recycling.
Wasted food is collected separately and turned into fuels for more
efficient/renewable energy.

History round up
It’s been a busy half term for the Crofton Academy History department!
The Year 7 historians did a marvellous job with their entries in the Castles Competition.
The quality of all the entries was superb! It was really difficult to pick a winner – in the
end we had to pick two! Congratulations to Oliver Barrass (7CBo) and Isabelle Foreman
(7ACy). Your prize is £10 each to spend at the Leeds Royal Armouries Museum on our
trip later in the year. Remember – all those who entered will be invited on the trip!
In other news…
Year 10 and Year 11 historians went to Leeds City Varieties
theatre to watch performances linked to their GCSE
course.
Year 10 saw ‘Hitler on trial’ and heard a powerful case
against one of the most evil men in History.

ADVERSE WINTER WEATHER
For up to date information about
school closures during adverse weather
remember:
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, RIDINGS FM
(106.8MHz),
WAKEFIELD MDC SCHOOL CLOSURES
WEBSITE
(https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools
-and-children/schools/school-closures)
and
WWW.CROFTONACADEMY.ORG.UK

IN FOCUS

Careers Education, Impartial
Advice and Guidance
Last week was National Apprentice Week and at Crofton Academy we decided to do work linked to this in
the week following, so that we would have a range of useful and up-to-date information to share with pupils,
parents and carers.
As usual our webpage has useful information about CEIAG and we have just updated information linked to
Apprenticeships.
Please click in the tab about Apprenticeships on the home page.
You will then find parent packs for each month, that keep you informed and give you current information
linked to apprenticeships. We’ve also put into this section ‘NAW2020 subject snapshot bundle’ – an
interactive document that allows you to see how different subjects link to apprenticeships. There’s case
studies, accessible posters and a taster of the various opportunities linked to various school subjects. It’s a
good place to explore!
Also ‘Careers Mag’ can be found in this section and also in the Careers curriculum section of our webpage.
There’s three different magazines – two for pupils and one for parents/carers. Alternatively you can access
these magazines through this link: https://careermap.co.uk/subscribe-to-careermag/.
Please do not forget that should you want any hard copies of these documents please contact the school
office.
Also eClips is regularly updated with recent Labour Market Information and opportunities etc. Our guide to
how to access this is in the Careers Curriculum section of our webpage and in many newsletters.
During the week 10-14 February pupils in Y7-10 have spent registration time doing activities linked to
Apprenticeships and our Y7,Y8 and Y9 assemblies had visiting speakers who ensured that pupils understood
how apprenticeships work

CAREERS LIBRARY
The Careers Library is available for students to use in school. It is
located in the MFL Block. Any careers related
questions, please speak to our Careers Advisor, Tracey Chapman, on either
a Tuesday or Thursday. Her office is on the English corridor.

eClips User Guide
Log on via PC, table or mobile phone www.eclips-online.co.uk
Password is on posters at school and on Tracey Chapman’s door.
If you forget the password look for the eCLIPS posters around
school
Browse the site using the tabs at the top of the screen. Choose to
explore different careers, education and employment options
including live labour market information
There is also a section under the education tab on Wellbeing
Try using the Careers Wizard if you are not sure what job would
suit you. It matches you to jobs/careers. Just click on the tab and
answer a few short questions
If you are finding the website difficult to use call to see Tracey
Chapman in the Careers Office upstairs on the English
corridor.

Further info’ on eclips
eCLIPS is an easy to use website containing accurate
information on over 1400 jobs to help students consider the full
range of options. You can find:
● Live-streamed labour market information including local
vacancies
● Information catering for all abilities and stages
● Careers linked to school/college subjects
● Impartial advice to help your child choose study and employment options and prepare for the world of work
● An interactive career matching tool (quiz)
eCLIPS CATERS FOR ALL STUDENTS
Each of the 23 job groups has a leaflet called ‘The basics…’. This gives a simple overview of the sector and is particularly
helpful for younger students and those with SEND. In addition, all the careers leaflets have a summary leaflet; these have
standard headings and provide bite-sized information for those with limited time or for reluctant readers. The full leaflets
provide in-depth information and links enabling further exploration.
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CURRENT NAME:

SURNAME AT SCHOOL:

YEAR OF LEAVING:

HEAD OF YEAR:

CURRENT
ADDRESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

● I agree to my name, address and email being held on a database in order for Crofton Academy to contact me
from time to time to invite me to future events, update my post-16 information and generally keep in contact
with school. I understand that my data will not be sold on to third parties or used for any other purpose.
● I agree to Crofton Academy using photographs taken of me during my time at Crofton Academy/Crofton High
School for internal marketing purposes or publications for this alumni.
● I understand photographs of me may currently be used I marketing materials and consent was gathered for
this during my time at Crofton.

● If you would like to let us know what you’ve done since you left Crofton, please complete the information
below. Additionally if you would like an opportunity to be invited to speak to our current pupils or be
involved in future post-16 planning/careers events, or to talk about your achievements, career, further/
higher education etc please let us know by ticking the box to the right.

College (if applicable):

University (if applicable):

Degree (if applicable):

Career:

