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On Wednesday 13 November, Year 7 were off timetable for ‘Safe Places Day’. This provided
pupils with the opportunity to experience workshops about different issues, ranging from
internet safety to hate crime, antisocial behaviour to life experience and road safety.
The focus of the day was on making the right choices. We welcomed visitors from the police
and crime prevention organisations to deliver these specialist sessions. Pupils were keen to be
involved and hopefully got a huge amount out of the day, taking away with them the key
message that the choices you make can have a massive impact on your future.

Wow! What a start we have had on Class Charts...
After 9 weeks of using Class Charts this term we can see
fantastic achievement across all year groups. The
system is being monitored more closely than ever to
ensure consistency and so that pupils and staff can feel
value in the system. We've also linked Class Charts to our Progress Checks and
Attitude to Achieve to ensure the right message is going out and to avoid one piece of
information saying one thing and other information saying something different.
The information you need to know: Class Charts in numbers:
Total points awarded so far this term (September to w/c 11 Nov 2019) = 87,215
Average points per student
=
84.59
Highest Individual point score
=
214
Number of students in the 100 Club
=
365
Number of students in the 200 Club
=
2
Number of parents/carers logged into Class Charts and actively engaged with the
system
=
818
If you are not signed up to Class Charts or you are having difficulty accessing your
account please contact school reception. Pupils have their own access to Class Charts
(issued to them in school). Please encourage your child to log in and monitor their
achievements.
As always, thank you for your support.
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SAFEGUARDING INCIDENT
Pupils were spoken to yesterday morning about the dangers of strangers when walking home from school.
On Wednesday evening on Slack Lane in Crofton, at approximately 3:10pm two men in hi-viz jackets and beanie
hats shouted from an open-back truck to one of our pupils asking the pupil to approach the truck. The pupil said
no and carried on walking to the Junior School where adults were present. Both the parent of this pupil and
ourselves reported the matter to police; we have also reported it to the Local Authority who will contact schools
across the authority to inform them to be vigilant.
Please remind your children to be vigilant, particularly at this time of year when they are walking home in the
dark. We do not want to frighten them, however they must be made aware not to approach anyone they do not
know and wherever possible walk in pairs/groups and stay to well lit areas.
If anything suspicious happens, pupils should find a trusted adult or go into the nearest public place (shop,
doctors, school etc) or return to Crofton Academy as soon as possible and report it to someone. If pupils find
they have missed a bus, or a lift hasn’t arrived, they should return to the main school reception where we can
phone home and/or arrange for them to be collected and where they can wait safely until someone can come for
them.
No child should be walking home because they’ve lost bus tickets or money, or their friends have gone home ill
during the day. If they have any worries at all about walking home they should speak to the staff in reception or
other member of school staff.
Mr Hardcastle
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)
Designated Safeguarding Lead

RESEARCH!
● Research suggests that a 1% fall in
attendance relates to a 5% fall in
attainment.
● On average children who miss 17 or
more days in school lose one full
grade in their GCSEs.
● 90% attendance is equivalent to
missing a half day of lessons every
week. Over five years this is over half
a year’s education!

KEY THINGS TO
REMEMBER

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD
ATTEND SCHOOL REGULARLY?

It is a parents/carers legal

● Talk to your child about school

duty to ensure their children
of compulsory school age,
who are registered at

● Take a positive interest in your
child's work, including homework
● Make use of the school planner

school, attend regularly.
● Keep in touch with school staff
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You can find out more about the rules
around term-time absence in the following
sources:
School attendance and absence: overview,
GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendanceabsence/overview
The Education (Pupil Registration) (England)
(Amendment) Regulations 2013: regulation 2,
legislation.gov.uk
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/756/regulation/
2/made

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS - HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD
Exams are a stressful time for any young person. Mood swings and outbursts are more likely to occur during
this period. Look out for other signs that your child may be struggling, including poor sleep patterns or a change
in appetite or behaviour. It’s worth preparing ways of supporting your child during exam weeks and thinking
about how you will react and respond on the day if they don’t get the result that they, or you, are hoping for.
These are things that can really make a difference:
● Work with your child to find what revision style works for them.
● Encourage your child to take revision breaks and find a balance between studying and doing things they
find enjoyable and relaxing.
● Make sure they are eating and drinking at regular intervals.
● Encourage them to take some time after revising to wind down.
● Reassure them – reinforce that you are and will be proud of them no matter what happens.
● Remain positive and hopeful!
● Plan a treat or an activity together to mark the end of the exams.
● Set aside one to one time so that they can talk to you about any worries.
● Let them know their feelings are valid and normal, but also offer support and solutions where possible.
● Anxiety is often worst at night and this means it is useful to encourage good bedtime routine.
● Work with them to develop relaxation techniques.
● If anxiety and stress start impacting their day-to-day life seek help from your GP.
(Source: https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/
parents-guide-to-support-exam-time/)
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Student Leadership have made a noise about bullying this week,
by launching Anti Bullying Week. Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
have delivered presentations in assemblies, talking about how
bullying can have a significant impact on a child’s life. They gave
great tips and advice on how to break the cycle and how by
working together, we can challenge bullying. Anti-bullying
merchandise was available to buy during break, such as
wristbands, rulers and sticker. All proceeds will go to the
Anti-Bullying Alliance. We also supported Odd Socks Day to raise
awareness for anti-bullying as well as having a tutor group
competition linked to odd socks. Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
scattered ‘odd socks’ around school and challenged tutor groups
to count the number of odd socks. Competition winners will be
announced next week. During lunch this week, many pupils came
to ‘Student Central’, to write a compliment on our Student
Compliments Board about someone they know. Many pupils also
took part in well-being activities such as key ring making and
designing bird houses. It’s been great to challenge our pupils to
think about anti-bullying in a week that celebrated World
Kindness Day.

The digital age is now accepted as part of normal
life. A constant feed into the online world means
engaging with others is almost unavoidable and
heightens the risk of children experiencing bullying
behaviour online. Keeping them safe is a
responsibility on us all. This useful guides helps us all
understand exactly what cyberbullying is about, and
to help them in their efforts to tackle cyberbullying
head on.

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY suggest that schools take a
“whole school approach” to cyberbullying, which is why
we have deployed eSafe on all devices used by our pupils.
This enables us to monitor in-school activity and flag up
not only incidents that may be related to cyberbullying,
but also self-harm, inappropriate internet use, grooming
and radicalisation. We have used this for a number of
years now and it is an invaluable resource in helping to
keep our young people safe online.
Our whole school approach can also be seen in our
Behaviour for Learning Policy where pupils are asked to
sign an “Acceptable Use Agreement”, and staff are also
required to comply with the school’s “Information
Security, Acceptable Use of ICT and Staff Privacy” Policy.
We have also seen a reduction in cyberbullying incidents
in school since we have restricted the use of mobile
phones during the school day, although we are aware that
this continues to be an issue for our young people.
“Anti-bullying Week” continues to be high on our agenda,
not only during this week but throughout the time your
child is at school with us.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY AT@ https://nationalonlinesafety.com
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Year 8 Homework
Kindness at Christmas
As part of Crofton Academy’s initiative “
, we are encouraging
students to perform acts of kindness and be proud of these achievements. As a cross-curricular mini-project,
students will be designing a Christmas card as part of their art
homework and students will write a poem as part of their English homework to accompany this.
The prize will be that the winning poem will be published in our annual Christmas card and sent
out to the community.

o The poem should be between 4 – 16 lines.
o It does not need to rhyme, however pupils will be given rhyming words on the back of the
homework sheet if they want to use them.
o It should be about ‘
’ and spread the message of our work on kindness at Crofton Academy and why it is so important at this time of year.
o The deadline for all entries is

.

As the festive season is upon us and we are spreading good cheer,
Take a moment to appreciate loved ones far and near.
At this time, especially, with your family and friends,
Spread kind thoughts and gestures as the year slowly ends.
Whether it is: a kind note in a Christmas card to those you rarely see;
Taking out your neighbour’s wheelie bin is as simple as it can be;
Spare a thought for other pedestrians and be polite on the street;
Share a smile or a “Good morning” to everyone you meet.
At Crofton Academy, we hope to spread kindness to our community,
At such as special time of year, it is the perfect opportunity,
To remind you of our message and make it very clear:
We hope you have a ‘kind’ Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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S POR T S

ROUND UP

It’s been a busy busy week for sport at Crofton Academy and once again all our teams showed brilliant
commitment and effort:
Year 8

Football Team continued their good form with a hard fought win against Castleford Academy 4-3

Year 8

Boys Rugby Team put in a superb performance to beat Cathedral Academy

Year 10

Girls’ Rugby after a very competitive few games at Castleford Academy the girls were unlucky to be
beaten

Year 10

Football Team lost to Sirius Academy in Hull in the Yorkshire Cup

Year 11

Football Team produced an impressive 5-1 victory over Castleford Academy
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A creative piece of home
learning
by
Tamzin
Riley
(7DWi) for English has been
displayed in the school’s foyer.
We love the way that she has
used the sweet wrappers for
the fire. Excellent work Tamzin
we look forward to seeing more
of your creative work.
Mrs Taylor (Art Technician)

FRIDAY 5 CLUB
CHARLOTTE HELKS (Year 8)
Produced an outstanding twisted take on Pinocchio for the Gothic
fairy-tale character homework. Presented beautifully on black
cardboard with white writing and lots of gory detail!

There will be a ski trip meeting for
all those going to Italy in February
2020.
This will take place on
at

ABI FISHER (Year 8)
Produced a fantastic piece of creative writing, very detailed and
well presented, based on The Gingerbread Man. Funny, baking
themed names for the characters, but a well thought out,
gruesome ending!
BRADLEY WILLIAMS (Year 7)
Produced a beautifully presented piece of work based on Jurassic
World. Research was presented in a pop-up style book with lots of
great facts and a fantastic unique poster - which opened up like
the gates of the park itself!
ALEX HEMINGWAY (Year 7)
A fantastic effort and brilliant presentation in a pop-up book with
even more research about other dinosaurs than what was
required. Alex did all three tasks - despite only being asked to do
two!

.
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There is a meeting for all
parents/carers of those pupils going
to New York in April 2020 on
at

This meeting is
and every pupil must attend with
at least one parent/carer.
Please also note that a copy of
every child’s visa (ESTA) and valid
passport should be brought in to
Mr Affleck no later than
.

All the above were nominated by Miss Leigh (Teacher of English)
Taylor Carrington (Year 9)
Taylor deserves recognition for the fantastic resilience he showed
today as he sang for the first time in front of his peers.
Nominated by Mr Hull (Co-ordinator of Music)

If you have any issues about either
of these requests please do not
hesitate to contact Mr Affleck at
school.

MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE
During the last few weeks we have seen an increase in phone calls asking us to relay messages to pupils, as well as passing
on bags, planners, PE kits, dinner money etc. To meet this demand takes staff away from reception and the office, as well
as interrupting lessons. We’ve also had feedback from a number of parents/carers who cannot leave absence messages on
a morning when they ring in; this is partly due to the fact that staff are delivering non-urgent messages and partly due to
them taking non-urgent phone calls.
If you are making after-school appointments (doctors, dentist etc) which are pre-planned, these should be written in your
child’s planner. It is really important you ensure your child knows before they come to school that day, who will be picking
them up and at what time. Please note that we do not allow pupils to leave for appointments on their own, someone must
collect them from reception.
Your child should also be aware on a morning of who is picking them up after school, where they are expected to go or what
the arrangements are if they are staying to an after-school activity. We cannot be responsible for after-school social
gatherings and activities.
As we are well into our second half term, we would urge you to help your child get into the habit of remembering what is
on their timetable and checking with them that they have their PE kit, lunch, money etc BEFORE they leave for school. We
cannot guarantee to get PE kits etc to pupils in time if they don’t know to come for them. Pupils need to be ready for the
day ahead.
From Monday 18 November we will no longer sell uniform before school. Instead you or your child can drop in an order
form (attached at the back of this newsletter or downloadable from our website) together with payment and arrange to
collect it at the end of the day. Alternatively you can still come in after school to purchase it over the counter.
Finally we would like to remind parents/carers that we are here to help, we will not tolerate any abuse or
harassment either on the phone or in person. We always understand when parents/carers have a grievance
that they wish to air and we will always attempt to point people in the right direction, we ask that you remain
calm with us whilst we try to help you.

ADVERSE WINTER WEATHER
As autumn turns into winter it’s the time of year we
start to plan for adverse weather. School will always try
and stay open whenever it is safe to do so. There are,
however, occasions when this is simply not possible.
Decisions about closing the school are taken as early as
possible on a morning. Parents and carers can check for
updates on our website, Facebook, Twitter, Ridings FM
or the Local Authority website. We do not use ParentMail due to the system being overloaded, we know from
experience that this can be slow and messages delayed
during bad weather. Following a first day closure we will
make a decision about the following day based on the
condition of the school site, staffing and weather forecast and wherever possible updates will be posted that
evening about the following day.
So remember:
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, RIDINGS FM (106.8MHz),
WAKEFIELD MDC SCHOOL CLOSURES WEBSITE
(https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-andchildren/schools/school-closures) and
WWW.CROFTONACADEMY.ORG.UK
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CALENDAR
WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER
… IS WEEK 1 ON THE TIMETABLE
… IS WEEK 3 OF A 7 WEEK TERM

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
Only 40 sleeps to go!
In crisis or need to talk?
Shout is an affiliate of
Crisis Text Line® in the UK
that provides free,
confidential support, 24/7 via text. It’s the first free
24/7 texting service in the UK for anyone in crisis
anytime, anywhere.
https://www.crisistextline.uk/how-it-works

On Monday our young people observed a minute’s silence at 11 o'clock to reflect on those who have lost
their lives through war and conflict. Pupils were extremely respectful and there was total silence across the
school. Thanks also to all those pupils who bought poppies during the run up to and during Remembrance
Day.

To all parents/carers who have contacted the school or spoken directly to school staff to share their support for the
changes we have made to the Consequence System to reduce low level disruption. As one parent put it 'those who
don't want to learn do not have the right to disrupt the learning of others in the room. Good on the school for
tackling it; you have my full support.'

CHANGES TO THE
CONSEQUENCE SYSTEM
In response to pupil, staff and parent/
carer feedback we have tweaked our
consequence system. All the information
contained here has been shared with pupils
through assemblies and registration time
before half term. What we have now is a
clearer and more succinct Consequence
System that everyone can easily follow.
C1 WARN
The teacher warns the pupil and writes the
pupil’s name on the consequence board.

C1

WARN

C2

MOVE

C3

LEAVE

FOUR C2s

10

In a week = 1 hour detention
THREE C2s
In a subject area = department report
(posted home)
FAILURE

C2 MOVE
The teacher moves the pupil to another
place in the room (where available). The
pupil places their planner on the teacher
desk. The teacher ticks C2 on the consequence board.
C3 LEAVE
The teacher issues a 30-minute after school
detention in the pupil planner. The pupil is
accompanied to Isolation for 5 periods.

To attend a 30 minute detention = 1 hour
detention
FAILURE
To attend 1 hour detention = 3 periods in
internal exclusion (including break and
lunchtime)

POOR BEHAVIOUR IS
UNACCEPTABLE AND WE
ARE NOT ACCEPTING IT

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMINATION TIMETABLE
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