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REMEMBER - FRIDAY 20th IS NON–UNIFORM DAY.
CHRISTMAS JUMPERS CAN BE WORN £1 DONATION
IN AID OF SAVE THE CHILDREN.
Dear Parents/Carer
It is the final week before we break up for Christmas and enjoy the festive season; it has been a very busy but brilliant term.
As part of the Values curriculum here at Crofton we actively promote kindness, with this in mind we have had various activities taking place this term.
Firstly, the school has designed its own cook book with titles and recipes coming from different forms and year groups. The book is being sold and all
proceeds are going towards Wakefield Hospice. Year 8 have been working together in forms to raise awareness of a range of local charities. We
emphasise the awareness aspect rather than the raising of money, as this is the foundation where kindness has a place. Once more people are aware
of these local charities and what they do, they can support them in a variety of ways – showing kindness as part of this. Pupils have had to work as a
team developing ideas and activities to raise awareness such as bake sales or indeed bring horses onto the school site! This whole programme is also
part of a competition which finishes on Thursday when forms will present their work to a panel of judges: the winning form is then able to give the
prize of £1000 to their charity! Furthermore, kindness has been shown through supporting St Catherine’s Food bank; the making of our own Year 8
Christmas cards and our support of ‘Save The Children’ on Friday with our non-uniform/Christmas Jumper day.
This is always the longest term of the academic year and I would like to thank the pupils for their hard work. We have made changes to the behaviour
system from October half term and the pupils have responded well. We are also working with parents regarding homework to ensure it is completed
to the best of pupil’s ability, to enhance their leaning and help them working independently. The new GCSE examinations are nearly always 100%
exam, the coursework element is no longer available. This undoubtedly puts more pressure on pupils but as a school we have to make sure they are
prepared for these challenges. We have to ensure pupils not only understand the content of the course but remember it as well, and this embedding
of long term memory is done through repetition which is why the homework and classwork is so vital.
Year 11 have recently completed their mock examinations and results will be published this week. This will indicate their successes and what they need
to do between now and May with the support of parents/carers and school to allow them to achieve what they are all capable of. I am very proud of
their work so far, and have no doubt we will be celebrating on results day in August 2020.
Year 7 have finished their first term and are now settled in our school community. Year 8 will be looking forward to choosing their options after
Christmas and Year 9 have started learning their chosen subjects, whilst some of Year 10 will have examinations in their BTEC subjects in January.
Other events which have taken place so far this year have included the National Theatre Company performing at Crofton, art students visiting the Tate
gallery in Liverpool, and a trip to New York! Next year we have organised and look forward to students going on a Ski trip and a further trip to New
York.
Finally, some students have been working with Mrs Elliot to organize an event for the local community to visit the school to enjoy a cup of tea, some
mince pies and a few Christmas carols. We have also had over 50 students performing in a music event which was part of their Music BTEC qualification
and this week the amazing pantomime, showcasing the fantastic talent we have here at Crofton Academy.
As you can see it has been a very busy but brilliant term and I thank you for your continued support. I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Mr P Walker
Headteacher

AFTERNOON TEA, CAKE AND CAROLS
Our SEN department once again welcomed visitors to
enjoy tea, cake, carols, Christmas fun and games. We
didn’t think it could get any better after last year’s
success but this year we had lots more visitors, and
this event seems to be cementing itself on our
calendar as a regular annual occasion.
Nothing celebrates Christmas more
than welcoming members of our
wider community into school and
the success of this event celebrates
this perfectly.

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
Christmas Well Being
During lunch time this week,
pupils across all years had the
opportunity of taking part in
well-being activities. Pupils
made ‘Jolly Holly’ decorations
in textiles, enjoyed watching
‘Scrooge’ in English, took part
in the music Christmas
karaoke sing along, made
baubles in the well-being
room and competed in maths
games.

Winners of Year 8 Christmas
Card competition are:
Harriet Robinson for the
verse and Rebecca-Mae
Wadeley for the card design
There is more to Christmas than reindeers and toys,
There is more to Christmas than just cheerful noise.
Those less fortunate may also have some cheer
As small acts of kindness may brighten someone’s year.
The simplest smile to the man on the street,
Or a polite “Good morning” to anyone you meet.
Whether it’s a trip to the shop for someone who isn’t able,
Or a donation for the poor – to put food on their table.
Warm gloves and blankets for the homeless, provide them
with heat;
A hot mug of soup gives them something to eat.
As Christmas arrives here at Crofton,
We do our best to ensure that kindness is used often.

RUNNERS UP FOR VERSE:
Anna Whiteley
Evelyn Asprey
Gracie Peace
Millie Burke
Riley Barron

Connie Hancock
Frankie Short
Keira Knox-Leet
Morgan Phillips
Toby Del-Grande

Emma Durham
Grace Dimmock
Kim Cawthorn
Olivia Whyman
Toby Truman

RUNNERS UP FOR DESIGN:
Abi Fisher
Jack Broxholme
Zuzanna Wysocka

Dionne Hardwick
Emma Durham ( verse too!)
Evelyn Asprey ( verse too!)
Olivia Whyman ( verse too!)

All pupils have: had their card posted home; been allocated class charts; been awarded a certificate and have also had a
pack of cards to take home showing their work.
The winners also have received a £10 amazon voucher and their card has been sent out from the Academy to local
businesses, residents and schools.

We are very proud of every pupil who engaged with this
competition! Thank you!

School finishes for Christmas on Friday 20 December. Information has been sent out via ParentMail, but just to
reiterate the day will run as follows:
Registration
Lesson 1
Lesson 2
Break
Lesson 3
Lesson 4
School closes for pupils

8:50
9:10
10:10
11:10
11:25
12:25
12:50

Lunch will be served at 12:50pm for those pupils wishing to stay for a school meal.
The last day will be a non-uniform day in aid of SAVE THE CHILDREN as part of our Kindness at Christmas
initiative and we encourage pupils to donate £1 to the cause. Pupils are encouraged to wear Christmas jumpers
if they own one.
School begins back on Monday 6 January 2020 at the normal time of 8:50am and it will be WEEK 2 of the
timetable.
BUSES ORGANISED - FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 2019
Arriva:
From the bus bay and departing at 1pm
School Specials for CA1 and CA2 (as normal Sharlston, Streethouse, New Sharlston,
Normanton)
3 Coaches from Watersons:
From the bus bay and departing at 1pm
x2 Crofton - Ryhill, Havercroft, Hemsworth, South Hiendley.
x1 Crofton - Fitzwilliam , Kinsley , Ackworth, Upton, South Elmsall
Arriva service bus:
From the front bus stop on High Street
Departing at 13:06
195 Walton and Wakefield

The information you need to know: Class Charts in numbers:
Total points awarded so far this term (as at 14 December)=
Average points per student
=
121
Highest Individual point score
=
290
Number of students in the 100 Club
=
649
Number of students in the 200 Club
=
110
Number of parents/carers using Class Charts =
822

124,532

Congratulations to all those who’ve worked hard
to be in the 200+ Club
Evie

Affleck

Mia

Evans

Poppy

Lindsay

Skye

Ashton

Kieran

Firth

Ruby

MacLean

Evelyn

Asprey

Chloe

Fitzpatrick

Irene

Maregere

Holly

Asprey

Madison

Fletcher

Georgia

Mitchell

Chloe

Badkin

Isabelle

Foreman

Nadia

Mokrane

Brooke

Baker

Grace

Forrest

Ellis

Morrison

Daniel
Oliver
Harrison

Barraclough
Barrass
Bates

Lucy
Fred
Toby

Forrest
Foster
Graham

Niamh
Katy
Kaitlin

Mumby
Muncaster
Murray

Maisie
George
Charles

Beardsmore
Birch
Borman

Callum
Alyssa
Abi

Green
Hadley-Smith
Hanmer

Aliya
Alfie
Gracie

Oldroyd
Owens
Pease

Tyler

Brooke

Alfie

Harkin

Joseph

Reed

Ella

Brooks

Evie

Harrison

Tamzin

Riley

Abbey

Brownlow

Ewan

Harrison

Nell

Roberts

Joanna

Buckler

Matthew

Harrison

Harriet

Robinson

Kodi

Bulmer

Lily

Heaven-Jones

Lucy

Rogers

Lucy

Butler

Niamh

Heptinstall

Chloe

Rotherforth

Lily

Buxton

Sophie

Hill

Olivia

Sage

Esther

Campbell

Mary

Hirst

Freddie

Sharp

William

Chadwick

Matilda

Hobson

Hannah

Sheppard

Liam

Cheale

Lucy

Holgate

Joshua

Slater

Bonnie

Colley

Sylvie

Hopps

Evie

Smales

Daisy

Collins

Olivia

Horsfall

Abbie

Spink

Flynn
Sienna
Amber
Demi-Lei

Cooper
Cowdery
Crossland
Davison

Darcey
Flynn
Isabelle
Amy

Howe
Indriks
Irwin
Jaques

Daisy
Caitlin
Harriet
Joshua

Thompson
Thorley-Lawson
Thorley-Lawson
Turner

Lewis

Dell

Freya

Jaques

Kelsey

Ward

Megan

Demers

Tyler

Jennings

Lacey

Wardell

Autumn

Denney

Madison

Johnson

Anna

Whiteley

Sofia

Di Giorno

Abigail

Keeley

Olivia

Whyman

Courtney

Dixon

Libby

Lafferty

Ella

Willmott

Lilly

Dockray

Martha

Langdale

Holly

Wilson

Alice

Dolman

Patrick

Leishman

Wiktoria

Woroszylo

Tim

Drzewicz

Bethan

Lewis

Demi

Wrigg

Jack

Elliott

Kacey

Lindsay

LAUGHING ALL THE WAY
8COB presented an event to raise awareness of their chosen charity 'MIND' last Friday. The
lunchtime event featured comedy sketches and jokes told by members of the tutor group and some
members of staff. This proved to be a really positive and popular way to raise awareness and
promote the charity. In fact, it was so popular requests have been made to hold more shows in the
New Year. Watch this space everyone....thanks to all who took part and attended.

CALENDAR
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WEEK COMMENCING
6 JANUARY 2020
… IS WEEK 2 ON THE
TIMETABLE

FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER
School closes for Christmas at 12:50pm
MONDAY 6 JANUARY 2020
School re-opens at 8:50am

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
If you need urgent help text YM to 85258
All texts are answered by trained volunteers,
with support from experienced clinical
supervisors
Texts are free from EE, O2, Vodafone, 3,
Virgin Mobile, BT Mobile, GiffGaff, Tesco

REMEMBER

In crisis?

In crisis?

Anxious? Worried? Stressed?
Get 24/7 help from a team of Crisis
Volunteers at SHOUT
TEXT 8528

Our school
website has lots
more help and advice via our
Pupil and
Parents/Carers Wellbeing
pages for more
information and more links
to helplines

REMEMBER
TV adverts, Christmas songs,
and Christmas films showing
happy families living perfect
lives are all exaggerated
versions of reality. You are
not alone in how you feel
and there are people to help
you. Trust your family and
friends let them know how
you feel.

In crisis?

In crisis?
Whatever you’re going through, Samaritans are
there any time
Call 116 123

Online, on the phone Anytime
Call 0800 1111

THANK YOU
A massive thank you to everyone who has contributed
to our
“OUR SCHOOL HAS A MIND TO BE KIND” initiatives so
far this year.
We have had lots of donations and support and we are
grateful for your generosity.

“kind people are our kind of people”

We all want our children to keep up with technology, but
we also want them to stay safe. As Christmas approaches
and new smartphones appear high on the “list”, we hope
you find the following information useful.

BBC LAUNCHES
“OWN IT” APP

The BBC has launched an app to help young people who are getting their first mobile phone. The
app is packed with specially commissioned content from “BBC Own It” and across the BBC. It gives
young people a range of resources to help them make the most of their time online and build
healthy online behaviours and habits. It covers a range of topics from managing screen time to
boosting digital wellbeing. The app has been developed with input and support from many of the
organisations and individuals that made up the Duke of Cambridge’s Cyberbullying Taskforce. You
can download the app for iOS and Android devices from App Store and Google Play.

eClips User Guide
Log on via PC, table or mobile phone www.eclips-online.co.uk
Password is on posters at school and on Tracey Chapman’s door.
If you forget the password look for the eCLIPS posters around
school
Browse the site using the tabs at the top of the screen. Choose to
explore different careers, education and employment options
including live labour market information
There is also a section under the education tab on Wellbeing
Try using the Careers Wizard if you are not sure what job would
suit you. It matches you to jobs/careers. Just click on the tab and
answer a few short questions
If you are finding the website difficult to use call to see Tracey
Chapman in the Careers Office upstairs on the English
corridor.

Further info’ on eclips
eCLIPS is an easy to use website containing accurate
information on over 1400 jobs to help students consider the full
range of options. You can find:
● Live-streamed labour market information including local
vacancies
● Information catering for all abilities and stages
● Careers linked to school/college subjects
● Impartial advice to help your child choose study and employment options and prepare for the world of work
● An interactive career matching tool (quiz)
eCLIPS CATERS FOR ALL STUDENTS
Each of the 23 job groups has a leaflet called ‘The basics…’. This gives a simple overview of the sector and is particularly
helpful for younger students and those with SEND. In addition, all the careers leaflets have a summary leaflet; these have
standard headings and provide bite-sized information for those with limited time or for reluctant readers. The full leaflets
provide in-depth information and links enabling further exploration.

ADVERSE WINTER WEATHER
We are now well into winter, and we sysmpathise with those having to de-ice their car every morning or walk to school
(brrrrrr)! School will always try and stay open whenever it is safe to do so. There are, however, occasions when this is simply
not possible. Decisions about closing the school are taken as early as possible on a morning. Parents and carers can check
for updates on our website, Facebook, Twitter, Ridings FM or the Local Authority website.
We do not use ParentMail due to the system being overloaded, we know from experience that this can be slow and messages
delayed during bad weather. Following a first day closure we will make a decision about the following day based on the
condition of the school site, staffing and weather forecast and wherever possible updates will be posted that evening about
the following day.
So remember: FACEBOOK, TWITTER, RIDINGS FM (106.8MHz), WAKEFIELD MDC SCHOOL CLOSURES WEBSITE
(https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/schools/school-closures) and WWW.CROFTONACADEMY.ORG.UK

Last week 64 Year 11 art students took
part in a visit to The National Coal Mining
Museum. This enabled pupils record and
draw first hand, and to also experience
what working life would be like for miners
through time. Pupils enjoyed the underground tour and returned to school with
additional insight and knowledge and
additional imagery to add to their
‘working’ project.

On Wednesday 11 December the Crofton Academy Music
Department put on their annual BTEC Music performance concert.
This year it was called Christmas Rocks! We had over 50 pupils
performing from across Key Stage 4, all of whom study BTEC Music
as an option subject. We also had the School Choir Voix, the all new
Samba Band and of course our headline rock band Nuketown. It was
a great show; all the pupils that performed were just wonderful and some of them were
performing for the first time in front of an audience. Thank you to parents and carers for coming
out to support us once more. Have a wonderful Christmas from all of us in the Music Department
here at Crofton Academy.
Jonathan Hull
Subject Coordinator of Music

FOOD NEWS.
In food this week, students are busy preparing chocolate festive treats! Year 10 produced scrumptious chocolate
mousse, Year 8 are busy making chocolate truffles (the recipe is below!) and Year 7’s are producing their sweet
and sticky chocolate chip flapjacks.
CHOCOLATE TRUFFLES
Ingredients
80g chocolate chunks (milk, plain, or white)
25g butter softened
50g digestive biscuits
25g icing sugar
Cocoa powder/choc vermicelli to decorate
Petit four cases (small bun cases)
Method
Put a pan of water on to boil with 3cm full of water.
Break up the chocolate and put in the pan to melt, stir frequently. When melted remove pan from
the heat, USING OVEN GLOVES!! ONTO A PAN STAND.
Crush 50g digestive biscuits in a bag with rolling pin until it looks like crumbs.
To the melted chocolate, add softened butter, icing sugar and crushed biscuits.
Mix well and put it in fridge to chill for 10 mins. Place cocoa or sprinkles onto a small plate.
Take a teaspoon of the mixture and roll into a ball and then roll into the cocoa powder or sprinkles.
Cover in cocoa powder or vermicelli.
Place into truffle case. Sprinkle with extra icing sugar if you wish
The Year 9 Food Preparation and Nutrition group are taking part in a Festive Bake off Challenge. Students have
been asked to create some festive cupcakes and Mr Walker is the head judge, and Mrs Worth, the wonderful food
technician, will also be helping with the judging. Good Luck Year 9s!
Wishing all staff, students and families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mrs Green and Mrs Worth
Food Department

Q: What kind of hair style is a money
box?
A: A pony-till

Q: What do you get when you cross a
frog with a road?
A: A main toad

Q: What do you get when you cross a
kerb with a preserve?
A: A lemon curb

SPANISH AND FRENCH SPEAKING EXAM
PREPARATION DUE DATE:
MONDAY 6 JANUARY 2020
If your child is studying French or Spanish in Year 11, they have essential preparation to complete in order
to achieve the best they can in their upcoming GCSE speaking exam. In their exam, they will be asked a
series of questions for which pupils can prepare beforehand. It is essential that these are learnt before the
exam. To help them with this there will be a mock speaking exam for Spanish and French, week commencing 13 January.
To help support your child at home, here are a few suggestions for how they could be learning these
questions.
TOP TIP 1:
Create your answer in picture format. E.g. I really love watching comedies. Me encanta ver las
comedias.
=
TOP TIP 2:
Write the first letter of each word out. E.g. I am going to go to university.
=V__ a i_ a l_ u__________ = voy a ir a la universidad. I’m going to go to university.
TOP TIP 3:
Learn what you are going to say in English first so that the main idea is embedded and you can then pick
the key French and Spanish words form memory.
TOP TIP 4:
Reduce the amount of key words you have to help jog your memory every time you revise.
¿Qué reciclaste la semana pasada? What did you recycle last week? E.g. La semana pasada reciclé mis
latas al supermercado con mi madre. ¡Fue aburrido!
1. La semana ________ reciclé mis _____ al supermercado con mi ___. ¡Fue aburrido!
2.

La semana ________ _____ mis _____ al _________ con mi ___. ¡Fue _______!

3.

___ semana ________ ______ mis _____ al _______ ____ mi ___. ¡____ ___________!

TOP TIP 5:
Record yourself and listen back as often as you can. Mrs Otero or I, would be more than happy to record
these for you and send them in an Mp3 file.
TOP TIP 6:
Make flashcards and get your friends and family to test you!

FRIDAY 5 CLUB
This week’s Friday 5’s are THE WHOLE OF PANTOMIME CAST nominated by Miss Allsop who also added:
for the unsung heroes:
Joshua Coupe (8KKE) who is the lighting man and superb helper. Miss Allsop couldn't do the show without him.
Evie Smales (9HMC) who has done some directing and acted as stage manager - sorting and controlling the cast,
standing in (a lot) for absent cast members during rehearsals.
Chloe Hobson (9APO) not the most confident performer, but she quickly learned lines to fill in for someone who
was ill and performed in front of feeder schools.
All have shown outstanding resilience and team work.

WISH YOU ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY NEW YEAR
WHATEVER YOU ARE DOING, WHEREVER YOU ARE
GOING AND HOWEVER YOU ARE CELEBRATING THE
HOLIDAYS, ENJOY THE BREAK, STAY SAFE AND WE
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AGAIN IN 2020!

Crofton Academy, High Street, Crofton, Wakefield, WF4 1NF
Tel: 01924 862985
www.croftonacademy.org.uk
Crofton Academy

@croftonacademy

