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CHRISTMAS TREAT IN
CASTLEFORD
On Sunday 24 November the Crofton
Academy Music Department took the School
Choir to Brambly Hedge Day Nursery in
Castleford to support them at their Annual
Winter Fair. It was lovely to see a community
come together with so many stalls and
Christmas treats to enjoy. There were donkey
rides, spinning tea cups and Santa was there
too! The Crofton Academy Choir braved the
cold and sang two beautiful sets as parents,
carers and children watched on and enjoyed
the day. The staff at Brambly Hedge remarked
on how wonderfully the choir sang and how
well behaved and polite all our pupils were on
the day. They really were a credit to Crofton
Academy. Thank you to all the pupils and
parents for coming out to support us on a
cold, Sunday afternoon.

IMPORTANT HEALTH INFORMATION
MESSAGE
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CONTINUED…
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IT’S IMPORTANT TO WASH YOUR HANDS - ESPECIALLY IN SCHOOL!
When should you wash your hands?
●
●
●
●
●
●

after using the toilet
before and after handling raw foods like meat and vegetables
before eating or handling food
after blowing your nose, sneezing or coughing
before and after treating a cut or wound
after touching animals, including pets, their food and after cleaning their
cages

Washing your hands properly removes dirt, viruses and bacteria to stop
them spreading to other people and objects, which can spread illnesses
such as food poisoning, flu or diarrhoea.
It can help stop people picking up infections and spreading them to others.

Wow! What a start we have had on Class Charts...
This term continues to see fantastic achievements by
our pupils. The system continues to be monitored more
closely than ever to ensure consistency and that pupils
and staff can feel value in the system. We've also linked
Class Charts to our Progress Checks and Attitude to Achieve to ensure the right
message is going out and to avoid one piece of information saying one thing and other
information saying something different.
The information you need to know: Class Charts in numbers:
Total points awarded so far this term (as at 24 November)= 101,720
Average points per student
= 98.66
Highest Individual point score
=
236
Number of students in the 100 Club
=
505
Number of students in the 200 Club
=
21
Number of parents/carers using Class Charts =
818
Parents/carers please log in to Class Charts, track your child's progress and reward at
home to support the work your child is doing at school. If you have forgotten your login
details and password contact Reception and leave your name, your child’s name and
form.
The first term Roll of Honour, celebrating the children who have reached the
200+ milestone coming soon.
As always, thank you for your support.
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CHRISTMAS MENU
STARTS
MONDAY 2
DECEMBER

5

www.arrivabus.co.uk/studentsyk

Since September 2018 we have been working as a school to encourage all
members of our community to remember the value of kindness. Assemblies and
lessons have focused on this; pupils have also been rewarded on class charts for
showing genuine acts of kindness. Small acts of kindness help to:
● build resilience and encourage recognition of self-worth, whilst increasing self
esteem;
● reduce stress and make people feel better and happier about themselves;
● decrease feelings of loneliness, depression and being helpless;
● improves one’s sense of being connected to others; and
● supports communities to get along better and be more productive.
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”
With this in mind, we are preparing for our ‘Kindness at Christmas’ initiative. If you received the newsletter last year, you
will no doubt remember how proud we were of the work that our pupils did that benefited others. Since then we have
continued to encourage pupils to join in united acts of kindness – once again emphasising the importance of taking part and
that any monies raised is a bonus. This year:
forms have worked together to create a Cookbook, to be sold to raise money for Wakefield Hospice;
we supported the Anti-Bullying Alliance by wearing odd socks;
Year 8 are involved in a competition to make the Academy’s Christmas cards;
Year 8 have also been heavily involved in First Give – a programme where each form is competing to win £1,000 for a
local charity;
● Year 9 Achieve Group are planning a social event where they invite local elderly people into school to be part of
festive activities;
● we are going to support ‘Save The Children’ and take part in their National Christmas Jumper Day. We have
chosen Friday 20 December as a non-uniform day and as usual we would appreciate it if pupils would donate
£1, which will be sent to the Save the Children charity. On this day we are encouraging pupils to wear a
Christmas Jumper if they have got one, but any other appropriate non-uniform clothing is also allowed.
Pupils will be able to hand in their donations on their way into school and in morning registration; and
● we would like to support St Catherine’s local community charity work. This involves us
collecting goods for the charity to distribute to under-privileged families across Wakefield. St
Catherine’s have asked if we are able to donate new toys and also non-perishable food items.
Ideas for food to bring in: rice, lentils, noodles & pasta, tinned vegetables, fruit, meat & soup, UHT
milk, cereal, biscuits, pasta sauces, coffee & tea bags… This does not have to be expensive, they
can have been sat in your cupboard for a while. (Please check the use by date) Obviously we will
need to store these items and so we are asking that toys and food items are brought into
school between Monday 9 December and Wednesday 11 December. For those three days we
will collect these items and then St Catherine’s will collect them on Wednesday 11 December,
giving them plenty of time to distribute them. So please support us if you can, by encouraging
your child to bring just one item into school on one of those days.
●
●
●
●
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In all of these activities pupils will need to show themselves to be committed
to helping others and will also show that they have recognised the value of kindness.
Thank you to all parents and carers for supporting school with this work and for
encouraging pupils to take part.

“kind people are our kind of people”

REWARDS TIME
Well done to Evie Affleck and Joshua Slater in Year 8
who have both achieved 100% attendance for the first
half term of the year and won the Year 8 Attendance
Draw.

FRIDAY 5 CLUB
DREW FOXCROFT (YEAR 10)
Nominated by Miss Rowe for working really hard in Health & Social Care, his contribution to
class discussion is awesome!
TYLER JENNINGS (YEAR 8)
Nominated by Mrs Johnson for a confident and knowledgeable speech given to his form in Values lesson.
ARCHIE HARDWICK & OLIVIA CARTER (BOTH YEAR 8)
Nominated by Mrs Rose-Tolson for fantastic progress in maths, both have amazing attitudes to learning and are
excellent role models for other students.
SAM WHITE (YEAR 9)
Nominated by Mr Bower for an excellent piece of work in his German lesson, Mr Bower was very impressed
with the level of accuracy.
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Y7 Parents/Carers
Please don’t forget to fill in the questionnaire on ParentMail (closing date Friday
20 December).
Thank you.

S POR T S

ROUND UP

Rain stopped play for the most part of this week, yet despite the cancelled
fixture the Year 7&8 boys’ football team still managed to get some valuable
training in on the 3G - leaving everyone looking bedraggled - including staff!
Inside the Year 7 Girls’ Netball team continued their battle against Kettlethorpe
this time with a home fixture: The A Team lost in a close game 5-2 and the B
Team won 4-1 - excellent play from all the girls!

2 MARKET STREET, WAKEFIELD, WF1 1DH

Community Awareness Programme (CAP)
As part of the First Give project, 8LAL have chosen the local charity
“Community Awareness Programme”, or “CAP” for short.
What do they do?
They help bring relief to people who are suffering, as a result of poverty
in the Wakefield district and other areas. They supply meals, washrooms,
clothing, furniture and more for the less fortunate in our vicinity. They
also refer people to other agencies if needed, such as: child and sexual
abuse, marriage, family, anger issues and debt. They give advice for
employment to give people a chance for a fresh start.
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How is it funded?
CAP is funded in different ways. They receive money from different
organisations such as: Scarman Trust, Yorkshire Building Society,
Redcats, New Life Christian Centre, St Austins RC Church and others.
They used to be funded by the Big Lottery Fund but unfortunately this
funding has now ended, so every donation counts.
How you can help?
Everyone can get involved to help this vital charity. You can donate not
just money, but clothes and toiletries. We are holding two collection
boxes for donations in Room 15.

Thank you for your help.
8LAL

With Christmas and the holidays approaching, we’re upping the ante on technology, social media and
how to keep your child safe. As our young people have more free time on their hands, it’s important
to know what they are viewing and for parents/carers to be aware of new phrases/vocabulary.
Despite us all “being young once”, we weren’t necessarily young in an age of modern technology!
Social media influencers are people who have established
credibility in a specific industry and have the power to influence
other people’s decisions. Most commonly associated with
YouTube and Instagram, ‘influencers’ will usually have a large
number of followers and be viewed as authentic by their
audience. It is for this reason that any influencers are often paid
by big companies to promote their products in the hope of
persuading their followers to purchase those goods.
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THE LATEST ON LIVE STREAMING
TikTok, Yubo, Twitch, YouNow, Periscope, Instagram Live ……. with the ever increasing popularity of live streaming apps
and social networks amongst both children and young people, it’s important to understand how they work and the
opportunities and risks they present.
Live streaming: what it is:
Live streaming brings games and content creators together with their fans – all content is live, ‘in the moment’: it isn’t
moderated and it’s often unrehearsed. It can be fun for young people, providing many opportunities to develop their
creativity and showcase their talents. However, there are also risks associated with live streaming and engaging with
other people’s broadcasts.
On live streaming sites, once content is broadcast nobody can watch it again – which can make streamers quite
reckless and lead to inappropriate content.
The more serious risks of grooming have been highlighted by recent research:
An NSPCC survey (2018) found that, of those children and young people that have live streamed, 6% have received
requests to change or remove their clothes.
Research by the IWF found that 98% of live streamed abuse was on largely private platforms, showing children aged
13 and under. The research found that Twitch was one of the most prevalent places where children reported being
asked to send explicit material of themselves by adults, along with social media giants Facebook, Snapchat and
Twitter.
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Twitch in brief
Young people flock to Amazon-owned Twitch, one of the world’s most popular live streaming services, to watch
famous gamers play popular games (of any age rating) like Fortnite (PEGI 15) and Call of Duty (PEGI 18). They can
follow people or games and chat or message other Twitch members.
Twitch is not available to those under the age of 13. Young people aged between 13 and 18 may only use Twitch
if their parent or guardian agrees to Twitch’s terms of service.
Twitch doesn’t offer any parental controls although Twitch streamers can enable content warnings on their streams
if they feel they are inappropriate for younger viewers.
Every stream on Twitch has live-chat, meaning viewers can discuss and react to what they are seeing.
There are no chat filters but individual broadcasters can ban specific words and the bigger channels are more likely
to be safer options in this respect. However, this is optional so young people on Twitch may still be exposed to
inappropriate language and behaviour.
The Whisper function allows users In the same channel to chat privately
Parents should be wary of the ‘Whisper’ feature: keep an eye on this for any inappropriate messaging; chat
sequences tend to stay logged for a few months. This feature can be turned off in the settings.
(Information Courtesy of eSAFE)
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MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
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Top tips for making Christmas less stressful:
1. Don’t expect miracles - just because it’s Christmas Day does not mean your family will suddenly behave differently – if anything
tiredness, over excitement and a house full of people may make things worse! Forget the images of a perfect family (they don’t
exist) and try and appreciate the day for what it is.
2. Keep your expectations low and you will hopefully be pleasantly surprised, not disappointed. We put a lot of pressure on
ourselves to have the ‘perfect’ Christmas only to have our hopes dashed when mum is upset that all the hard work has gone
unnoticed, presents aren’t appreciated, siblings bicker, the food isn’t right and a board game turns into a disaster. Keeping
expectations in line with reality may help you feel less anxious about it being perfect.
3. Help! Your parents/carers may really appreciate your help during this busy time. They’ve no doubt gone to a lot of trouble to
make Christmas special, they may have been working harder and longer than normal. It won’t harm you to put the kettle on, or
wash the dishes, lay a table or feed the dog; even a hug could go a long way to making someone feel appreciated.
4. Put your phone down and be in the moment with your family at a time when it really matters. Watch each other open
presents, sit around the table and laugh at the Christmas cracker jokes (we all know they’re not really funny), watch a film
together, go for a walk. You can see / speak to your friends tomorrow - let them have their day with their family too! The person
making the “gram” post look like they’re having a perfect Christmas aren’t really - for a start they’re too busy trying to impress
everyone else!
5. Relax - no one’s watching - put your feet up, watch tv, chill out, big slippers - it’s one day and for one day the world can wait!

ADVERSE WINTER WEATHER
As autumn turns into winter it’s the time of year we start to plan for adverse weather. School
will always try and stay open whenever it is safe to do so. There are, however, occasions when
this is simply not possible. Decisions about closing the school are taken as early as possible on a
morning. Parents and carers can check for updates on our website, Facebook, Twitter, Ridings
FM or the Local Authority website. We do not use ParentMail due to the system being overloaded, we know from experience that this can be slow and messages delayed during bad weather.
Following a first day closure we will make a decision about the following day based on the
condition of the school site, staffing and weather forecast and wherever possible updates will be
posted that evening about the following day.
So remember: FACEBOOK, TWITTER, RIDINGS FM (106.8MHz), WAKEFIELD MDC SCHOOL
CLOSURES WEBSITE (https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/schools/school...\Clipboard.bin...
closures) and WWW.CROFTONACADEMY.ORG.UK

CALENDAR

WEEK COMMENCING
2 DECEMBER
… IS WEEK 1 ON THE
TIMETABLE

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER
Y11 Mock Exams: Maths (am) & French / Graphics / Textiles / Art (pm)
TUESDAY 3 DECEMBER
Y11 Mock Exams: English Language (am) & History (pm)
WEDNESDAY 4 DECEMBER
Y11 Mock Exams: Maths (am) & Geography (pm)
THURSDAY 5 DECEMBER
Y11 Mock Exams: History (am) & Art (pm
FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER
Y11 Mock Exams: Combined Science / Physics (am) & Art (pm)
COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

Only 26 sleeps to go!

Crofton Academy, High Street, Crofton, Wakefield, WF4 1NF
Tel: 01924 862985
www.croftonacademy.org.uk
Crofton Academy

@croftonacademy
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