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Film FURnatics
On Friday 22nd November, Crofton Academy was visited by
two serious film FURnatics.
The two four-legged VIDs (very important dogs) were the stars of their
owners’ BTEC media work.
Daisy, the Maltese and Chihuahua cross and Jasper, the King Charles Cavalier,
filmed scenes after school helping their owners Jake Stock and Jo Skolas.
As part of their BTEC Creative Media Production Component 2 work, the
group (including Adam Holdsworth) had to remake a scene from their
favourite movie. The group chose a tongue-in-cheek product placement
scene from the comedy Wayne’s World. They used their canine companions
as part of a well-being piece.
The group worked carefully together organising props and locations
minimising any stress for their furry pals.
Mr Walker, Headteacher, said: “Two great professionals had the whole school
beaming. It also shows the hard work and dedication from the students and
their families who helped to organise this.”
Their teacher, Mrs Jagger, added: “The team worked hard organising many
elements to pull this off and they did just that. They should be proud.”
Although the meeting was brief, the two
dogs greeted everyone with smiles and
wags of their tails.
Expect to see them on
a small screen
near you soon!

Wow! What a start we have had on Class Charts...
This term continues to see fantastic achievements by
our pupils. The system continues to be monitored more
closely than ever to ensure consistency and that pupils
and staff can feel value in the system. We've also linked
Class Charts to our Progress Checks and Attitude to Achieve to ensure the right
message is going out and to avoid one piece of information saying one thing and other
information saying something different.
The information you need to know: Class Charts in numbers:
Total points awarded so far this term (as at 5
Average points per student
Highest Individual point score
Number of students in the 100 Club
Number of students in the 200 Club
Number of parents/carers using Class Charts

December)=
= 109.12
=
263
=
583
=
57
=
822

112,141

Parents/carers please log in to Class Charts, track your child's progress and reward at
home to support the work your child is doing at school. If you have forgotten your login
details and password contact Reception and leave your name, your child’s name and
form.
The first term Roll of Honour, celebrating the children who have reached the
200+ milestone is coming soon.
As always, thank you for your support.

Looking to book holidays
next year?
It’s worth remembering . . .
8KKE enjoyed their “attendance
breakfast” this week for achieving the
highest tutor attendance for Y8 for the
first half term. Thank you to both students
and parents for their efforts.
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PIERCINGS
I am asking for the support of all parents/carers.
We are currently experiencing an increase in body and facial piercings, which although popular amongst some young
people, are causing school some issues as facial and body piercings contravene School Uniform Policy.
We state in our published materials, that one stud earring with butterfly back may be worn in each ear. Multiple
studs, stretchers or retainers cannot be worn. No other piercings are allowed at all, including clear piercings (this
includes clear nose piercings).
Students will be identified by staff if they are in breach of the School Uniform Policy. Please think carefully about
healing times before allowing your child to have a piercing as no exceptions will be made.
As the vast majority of our children are under the age of sixteen it is normal for parents/carers to be asked for their
consent to a piercing taking place, so therefore we ask for your support to ensure such activities take place when
there is enough time to heal.
If you have any issues about piercings or uniform please contact your child’s Achievement Leader. Thank you for your
continued support.
Mr L Hardcastle, Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)
Crofton Academy Uniform Frequently Asked Questions
Who sets the Uniform Policy?
The Uniform Policy is set and reviewed by the Governing Body.
The Academy has always endorsed a uniform that is as simple and
affordable as possible. The Academy aims to always apply the
Policy fairly and consistently to everybody. This means that
where the Policy specifies, for example, ‘plain black’ the clothing
and shoes must be plain without metal/coloured embellishments.
Is the Academy allowed to sanction my child for uniform,
hairstyles and haircuts?
Provided uniform rules are reasonable and don’t infringe on
equality legislation, the Academy is entitled to enforce our rules
in accordance with the Academy Behaviour for Learning Policy.
What does equality legislation say about uniform?
There are nine protected characteristics under the Equalities Act.
They are age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage or civil
partnership (in employment only), pregnancy and maternity,
race, religion or belief and sex (gender). The Academy has taken
this into account as part of the Uniform Policy e.g. pupils with a
disability may be allowed to wear black trainers (depending upon
the disability).
What happens if I do not agree?
The Academy has rules which are public and transparent. By
applying for and accepting a place at the school, parents are
agreeing to those rules. The Academy has rules to ensure order
and discipline. Rules can only be effective if they are applied
consistently. Whilst we are willing to listen, we cannot change the
rules for individual pupils.
How does hair impact on learning?
Where a haircut is extreme in style or colour and becomes a
talking point for pupils in lessons, it then it becomes a distraction
from learning. As a result, we include in our policy the
parameters for haircuts that the academy deems acceptable.
Where a hairstyle is not extreme but does breach the Academy

Policy, a haircut itself may not impact on a pupil’s ability to
learn but a lack of clarity around conduct, appearance and
expectation can. To ensure an orderly and productive
learning environment, all Academy rules need to be
applied consistently to all pupils.
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Why is not all clothing labelled ‘school uniform’
allowed?
Some independent sellers will market clothing as
school uniform, but it may not meet our uniform
criteria. We ask all parents/carers to check our uniform
guidance before buying any items of clothing for school.
If you are unsure, ask us or alternatively you can leave the
labels on and ask for Miss Rowe or Mr Hardcastle to check it
for you before the labels are taken off.
Why are stretchy skirts not allowed?
The uniform policy specifies school skirts (purchased from
the school with the school logo on) or trousers. School is not
a fashion show, nor do we want staff and students to face
inappropriate clothing.

How will I know which shoes are recommended?
We work with Wynsors to select the right shoes for school.
We ask that shoes are free from embellishments or labels.
Shoes that are trainer style are not part of the recommended
uniform. However, parents/carers should ensure they take
the uniform guidance with them when purchasing any item
of clothing.
How do we work with parents/carers on uniform
issues?
We try to work with parents/carers wherever possible to
remedy a situation. We ask pupils to work in the isolation
room while this happens. This gives us the time to speak with
parents/carers and advise of a suitable solution. This may
include until hair has grown back or uniform is
purchased/available.

As children are using smart devices much younger, it’s essential
to talk about how to use them safely. There are so many positive
benefits to new technology, however there are plenty of
downsides too. As a parent/carer it’s important to understand
the risks and how you can take steps to protect your family
against them.
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MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
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CALENDAR
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WEEK COMMENCING
9 DECEMBER
… IS WEEK 2 ON THE
TIMETABLE
TUESDAY 10 DECEMBER
Class of 2019 Awards Evening (invitation only)
COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

Only 12 sleeps to go!
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