Welcome to our weekly
edition of “IN TOUCH”
our newsletter for parents
and carers of pupils at
Crofton Academy
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In Values this week, Form 7DWI have
been creating a display related to
Remembrance Day where they each
cut out a poppy and wrote a message
to the soldiers who fought during the
war. On Monday the whole school will
hold a minute’s silence at 11am.

In October we took a group of 40 Year 11 pupils to New
York to sample life and gain some inspiration from The
Big Apple. We stayed in the YMCA West Side, just 41
steps from Central Park. We visited the 9/11 Memorial,
and Museum, Wall Street, The Statue of Liberty, both
The Rockefeller Centre and Empire State Building, 5th
Avenue, Central Park, Washington Square Park, NBC
Studios, Roosevelt Cable Car, Times Square, Chinatown,
and we even managed to fit in a Broadway Show,
watching Beetlejuice! One of the quotes of the trip had
to be “I could never get tired of being here or seeing
these views”! A number of lucky pupils also celebrated
their birthdays in The Big Apple too! The pupils also met
the Toronto FC first team in Central Park (pictured
below), who play in the MLS cup final this coming
Sunday against Seattle. Many people, from airlines and
attractions to restaurants commented on aspects of
excellent behaviour and attitude displayed by
pupils.
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As part of our Year 7 transition programme we are now gathering information
on how you and your child have settled in to life at Crofton Academy. Next week
parents/carers will receive a questionnaire via ParentMail asking for
opinions on how you and your child are feeling now they are with us, what you
think about the school and asking for any comments/suggestions that you may
have.
If you are not yet registered for ParentMail, you will need to do so by
downloading the app or logging on to ParentMail via a computer.
Thank you in anticipation.
Mr Hardcastle
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)

www.croftonacademy.org.uk

CALENDAR
WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER
Anti-Bullying Week
(activities all week)

WEDNESDAY 13 NOVEMBER
Year 7 Safety Day
(frozen timetable day)

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
Only 47 sleeps to go!
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BRING A BOTTLE OF
WATER THAT YOU
CAN REFILL
DURING THE DAY

When you phone our answer phone service to
report your child poorly, please give us full
details of the illness, e.g. sickness, bad throat,
heavy cold, etc. We need to monitor all
illnesses and 'ill' doesn't allow us to do this.
You should phone us no later than 9am and
phone in everyday of your child's illness.
Please do not ring on a Monday advising that
your child will be off all week, unless you have
medical evidence to support this, such as a
doctor/hospital letter. This letter then needs
to be brought in to school on your child's
return and handed in at reception staff.
Should you ring in and just say 'ill' it’s possible
you will be contacted to obtain more detail.
Thank you

KEY THINGS TO
REMEMBER
You can only allow your child to
miss school if he or she is ill, or if
you have advance permission
from the school
Absence requests will only be
granted in exceptional
circumstances
You can be fined for taking your
child out of school without
advance permission from the
school

REMEMBER

REPORTING YOUR CHILD ILL

TIMEKEEPING - AS IMPORTANT AS ATTENDANCE
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You can find out more about the rules
around term-time absence in the following
sources:
School attendance and absence: overview,
GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendanceabsence/overview
The Education (Pupil Registration) (England)
(Amendment) Regulations 2013: regulation 2,
legislation.gov.uk
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/756/regulation/
2/made

ATTENDANCE FACT!

HAVING A CLEAR OUT BEFORE CHRISTMAS?
If you are having a clear out to make way for new clothes at Christmas this is
for you! If you have any old evening dresses, prom dresses, shoes, bags,
jewellery or suits, shirts and ties, we can take them off your hands! These will
be cleaned and pressed and offered to those pupils who are not as fortunate
as others and those for whom the Prom is an extra burden on their family. You
can send “bagged” up items in to school with your child and they can be
dropped off at Reception. These items will be discretely up-cycled and offered
on a confidential basis to pupils.
Thank you in anticipation!

“kind people are our kind of people”

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING
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LEARNING

In an ever-evolving online world, sometimes it’s
difficult to make sense of the huge selection of apps
and games available to young minds. The choices are
almost endless and it’s not always possible to know
which apps are age-appropriate, which games are safe
to play and just what content your child is being
exposed to. Below are a few handy tips for parents and
carers on apps and games that children might enjoy
using to learn and play.

inch
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FUN
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY AT:

https://nationalonlinesafety.com

S POR T S
to Year 7 pupil
Alex Hemingway. His mum
tweeted a clip of him playing his
drums over half term and
received a great response from
Gary Barlow himself! Alex’s
mum told us that the tweet had
views and the
had over
comments about Alex and his
playing were amazing.
We are always proud to showcase our pupils doing a fantastic
job - well done Alex you clearly
deserve the credit!

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS
Mock Exams begin week commencing Monday 25 November. This is can be a
stressful time. Remember there are lots of intervention sessions after school to help
pupils with revision. The school website has links to external revision sites (via the
Exam Page) and our Wellbeing pages have lots of information and tips about dealing
with stress and anxiety. If pupils are stuck on something they’re revising they can
always ask a teacher for clarification. More importantly they need to look after
their general health and wellbeing, taking time to relax and sleep!

BUSES
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It’s been a great week for
sport at Crofton Academy
and whilst we might not have
won every game, the
commitment was fantastic
and everyone put in their
best effort:
Year 10 Football Team beat
Outwood Grange 5-2
Year 8 Football Team beat
Minsthorpe 4-2
Year 8 Netball Team lost to
Ossett Academy 8-2
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We would like to remind parents and carers that the buses to and from school are run by Arriva. These buses
are not organised by the Academy and we have no say about the way in which they are run. Whilst we are always
happy to contact Arriva at the time a bus has not arrived or has passed pupils at the school bus stops, if you have any
complaints about the service you should contact Arriva direct at https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/contact-us/complaintsor-commendations/.
We realise there have been issues with the late pickup and drop off (am and pm) on the Normanton service, however we
have been advised by Arriva that they are working to rectify the situation.

ADVERSE WINTER WEATHER
As autumn turns into winter it’s the time of year we start to plan for adverse weather. School
will always try and stay open whenever it is safe to do so. There are, however, occasions when
this is simply not possible. Decisions about closing the school are taken as early as possible on a
morning. Parents and carers can check for updates on our website, Facebook, Twitter, Ridings
FM or the Local Authority website. We do not use ParentMail due to the system being overloaded, we know from experience that this can be slow and messages delayed during bad weather.
Following a first day closure we will make a decision about the following day based on the
condition of the school site, staffing and weather forecast and wherever possible updates will be
posted that evening about the following day.
So remember: FACEBOOK, TWITTER, RIDINGS FM (106.8MHz), WAKEFIELD MDC SCHOOL
CLOSURES WEBSITE (https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/schools/schoolclosures) and WWW.CROFTONACADEMY.ORG.UK

-
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PIERCINGS - Polite Reminder
As the term has progressed a number of pupils are coming to school with unacceptable piercings including tongue bars. We would
remind you that the school policy clearly states:
“One stud earring with butterfly back may be worn in each ear. Multiple studs, stretchers or retainers cannot be worn.
No other piercings are allowed to be worn - this includes, upper ear, lips, eyebrows, cheeks, tongues or nose - all
piercings other than one stud
. Retainers are not an acceptable replacement. If your child is having
a piercing during the holidays - please consider how long it takes to heal. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE. No other
visible jewellery should be worn other than a medical bracelet or necklace, a charity bracelet (if fund raising is taking
place in school) or a watch may be worn. Festival wristbands, should not be worn.”
With this is mind pupils will be asked to take out nose rings, tongue bars and ‘additional’ ear piercings. For those pupils who have
the ‘allowed’ stud earrings and are doing PE, they will need to cover them with plasters which they must provide themselves.
Although there is no age limit in the England for tongue piercings, there is a Code of Practice and Ethics which states that children
between 14-16 have to have a parent/guarding present when they are being done - with this in mind we would therefore appeal
to parents/carers to remind their child that these are not allowed in school. When tongue bars and belly bars/studs get infected pupils
inevitably come to our first aid facility for treatment which takes up vital resources from those pupils who are genuinely ill. We
treat or re-dress piercings which are infected or sore.

CHANGES TO THE
CONSEQUENCE SYSTEM
In response to pupil, staff and parent/
carer feedback we have tweaked our
consequence system. All the information
contained here has been shared with pupils
through assemblies and registration time
before half term. What we have now is a
clearer and more succinct Consequence
System that everyone can easily follow.
C1 WARN
The teacher warns the pupil and writes the
pupil’s name on the consequence board.

C1

WARN

C2

MOVE

C3

LEAVE

FOUR C2s
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In a week = 1 hour detention
THREE C2s
In a subject area = department report
(posted home)
FAILURE

C2 MOVE
The teacher moves the pupil to another
place in the room (where available). The
pupil places their planner on the teacher
desk. The teacher ticks C2 on the consequence board.
C3 LEAVE
The teacher issues a 30-minute after school
detention in the pupil planner. The pupil is
accompanied to Isolation for 5 periods.

To attend a 30 minute detention = 1 hour
detention
FAILURE
To attend 1 hour detention = 3 periods in
internal exclusion (including break and
lunchtime)

POOR BEHAVIOUR IS
UNACCEPTABLE AND WE
ARE NOT ACCEPTING IT

CROFTON ACADEMY
CORE VALUES
CO-OPERATION
Be polite, have good manners and follow instructions
Accept advice positively and be prepared to compromise
Accept and understand school rules

Support each other at all times
Work positively as a team or with a partner
Contribute ideas and be actively involved

COMMUNICATION
Express yourself in an appropriate way with different people (consider your tone
and language)
Develop accurate and effective written communication
Use ICT safely and appropriately

Celebrate diversity and appreciate different viewpoints
Take pride in your work and recognise success
Respect our school buildings and everyone’s property

RESILIENCE
Persevere and never give up
Concentrate and actively participate
Be optimistic and be prepared to learn from mistakes

RESPONSIBILITY
Be ready to learn - have the correct equipment, kit and homework
Present yourself smartly for the school day
Be safe, look after one another and accept responsibility for your own actions and
choices
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BEHAVIOUR AT UNSUPERVISED TIMES
As you can understand the safety and wellbeing of pupils is our paramount concern. We want pupils to be
happy and feel safe when they travel to and from school. Unfortunately, a small minority of pupils spoil the
journey for others through poor behaviour choices. This results in upset and anxious pupils. The behaviour
choices of a minority also reflects negatively on the reputation of the Academy.
We work closely with the bus companies and always respond to concerns that are raised and where
possible we obtain CCTV footage to use as evidence when pupils have misbehaved. We liaise with
members of the community, local shop keepers and Parish Council members to identify poor behaviour
caused by our pupils on their way to and from school.
We are now at a point where we need to be crystal clear to both pupils and parents/carers about the
standards of behaviour expected on the buses and on journeys to and from school in unsupervised
situations.
BUSES:
Pupils identified through investigation, from witness reports or CCTV footage will be warned about their
conduct in the first instance and parents/carers will be notified. Any further instances of poor behaviour
will result in a ban from their bus (five school days, then ten school days and finally fifteen school days).
Parents/carers will be responsible for transporting their child to Crofton Academy during the ban period.
Pupils who continue to display poor behaviour will then be banned permanently. Pupils have been notified
of this change in Registration Learning Zone time and during assemblies. I would ask that parents/
carers share any knowledge of poor conduct on the buses with school so that issues can be
tackled immediately and our pupils can journey to and from school safe and happy.
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JOURNEY TO AND FROM SCHOOL:

Pupils identified through investigation, from witness reports or sightings, who are not upholding
the standards of the Academy or bring the name of the Academy into disrepute through poor behaviour
choices in the community will be subject to sanctions, up to and including exclusion from school, as stated
in the Behaviour for Learning Policy. The Academy reserves the right to determine what constitutes poor
behaviour choices, but does include: bullying, intimidation, fighting, unsafe behaviour and swearing. Pupils
should arrive at and leave school safely without fear of being subjected to poor behaviour from others.
I am sure parents/carers will understand the need to have high behaviour standards at all times and I hope
you will speak to your child(ren) about this information so that everyone is clear about what is expected
and what will happen should poor behaviour choices be made. As mentioned. this has also been shared
with all pupils through assembly time and tutor time.
As always, thank you for your support.

Crofton Academy, High Street, Crofton, Wakefield, WF4 1NF
Tel: 01924 862985
www.croftonacademy.org.uk
Crofton Academy

@croftonacademy

