
Title: What was the Nazi’s final solution?

5 a day starter

1. How is a sandwich linked to WW1?

2. Name one battle from the First World War 

3. List one example of how Jews were 
persecuted before 1938.

4. Who led the White Rose resistance group?

5. How many Jewish children were brought to 
Britain in the Kindertransport?

Essential knowledge this lesson: The Final Solution to the Jewish question was a Nazi plan for the 
genocide of Jews during World War II. It was discussed and decided on as a course of action at the 
Wannsee conference in 1942. the Nazis were frustrated that as they marched through eastern Europe 
they came across increasing numbers of Jewish communities – which they saw as a problem.

Word bank
Persecution
Death camps 
Euthanasia
Gas chambers 
Anti – Semitism 

Tuesday, 22 September 
2020

Challenge task: There were more concentration 
(death) camps in Poland than in Germany. Why do 
you think that was?

Last week

2-3 weeks 
ago

Further 
back

You will know… So that you can 
do…

How Jews were 
persecuted in the 
concentration 
camps.

An analysis of 
some primary 
sources.

LAST LESSON:
The ghettos

NEXT LESSON: 
The death 

camps



Key skill

Developing historical knowledge 

and understanding using a range 

of sources

Learning Objective

To understand how Jews were 

persecuted in the 

concentration camps.

ALL
State… examples of how Jews were treated in the 

concentration camps

MOST

Describe… the conditions in camps and begin to consider the 
inferences given by sources

SOME
Explain… will make inferences from sources to support and evaluation 

of statements regarding the context of the concentration camps

What was the Nazi’s final solution?
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2The Wannsee conference -
The “FINAL SOLUTION” 
was decided by the Nazi 

leaders in secret
June 1942

THE FINAL SOLUTION – HOW DID THE NAZIS DEAL 
WITH THE JEWS AFTER 1942?



What was the 
“Final 

Solution” and 
how did Nazis 
dealt with the 

Jews after 
1942?

There is an 
additional 
information sheet to 
read through

Final solution information.docx


Auschwitz

Auschwitz was the largest camp established by the 
Germans. It was a complex of camps, including a 

concentration, extermination, and forced-labour camp



Extermination by gas



Extermination through work 

•Jews not selected for murder in the gas chambers were to be worked to death.
• More than 2 million men, women and children were forced into labour.
• Most prisoners only survived a few weeks or months. 



https://hdclump.com/auschwitz-the-nazis-and-the-final-solution/
Scroll down to Auschwitz part 5: Frenzied killing. Watch from 11min 40 seconds to 15 min 25 seconds.

1) How did the Nazis separate people?

2) Why did they separate people into two separate lines?

3) What did Alice tell the SS officer that saved her life?

4) What happened immediately to people who were sent to the left side?

5)  What percentage of people were selected to be murdered on transport from Hungary?

23 min 10 to 27 mins 30 seconds onwards for 6-11

6) Who were the SonderKommando?

7) Why did those people who became SonderKommandos find the job difficult?

8) Why did the Nazis use SonderKommandos?

9) What was dropped in through the wire columns and who dropped these in? 

10) Who carried out this task?

11) By 1944 Germany was losing the war. What does this clip tell you about the Nazis desire to eliminate the 
Jews – was it lessening or increasing and why?

WARNING THE VIDEO CONTAINS SCENES YOU WILL FIND UPSETTING

Task 2: Watch the video clip and discuss / think about the Questions below

https://hdclump.com/auschwitz-the-nazis-and-the-final-solution/


Mid-lesson Low stakes Quiz

1 What methods had the Nazis used to murder Jews before their Final Solution?

2 What was the Nazi’s Final Solution?

3 Why did the Nazis want to commit genocide (wipe out a race of people)?

4 What was the selection process that Jews went through upon arrival at the 
camps?

5 What was a Sonderkommando?

6 What was Auschwitz?

QUICK 6



Task 3: Read through the sources on slide 13. Make a copy of the table on the next slide, then fill in the 
‘evidence for and against’ section. When you have collected evidence you should be in a position to rewrite the 
statements to make them more accurate.  
An example has been completed to help you. 



Statement Evidence for Evidence against How should the statement be 
written?

No children 
survived the 
selection process

No one ever tried 
to escape from 
Auschwitz

Source D states that someone escaped 
through a narrow window

Very few people escaped from Auschwitz

People only died in 
the gas chambers

Hard manual work 
was the only type 
of work that 
prisoners were 
allowed to do



Source A

In most cases the new arrivals did not know what awaited them. They were invited to undress
for showers. The shower rooms had clothes hooks, benches and so on. But they really were
gas chambers in disguise.

From a school textbook

Source B

Source C

One evening I was on 
my way to speak to a 
friend, I noticed a group 
of women standing 
around a huge wooden 
tub. They pushed me 
away however I had 
time to see what they 
were doing. I saw tiny 
fingers grasping the 
edge of the tub. The 
women were drowning 
infants in order to save 
mothers who had 
secretly given birth. Only 
this way could the 
mothers carry on 
working which was 
essential if they were 
not to be sent straight to 
the gas chamber. 

A diary account from a 
Holocaust survivor 

Source D

They punched me until I was in a state of collapse. I was eventually 
locked in a barrack full of people who had been selected to be 
taken to the gas chambers. Realising the consequences, I was 
determined to escape and managed to climb through a window 
narrow window. 

An account by a Holocaust survivor.

Source E

We waited in a queue for
our turn. We were nervous
and terrified and tried to
keep away from the German
soldiers. I saw that the
soldiers were separating
people into rows. I saw one
row full of children and old
people, and I knew that I
must avoid it at all costs.

A Holocaust survivor
describes his experience of
arriving at Auschwitz

Source F

Source G

There were many Jewish doctors
living in our section of the camp.
Mengele came to speak to each
doctor every day with orders of
what to do with each twin. Josef
Mengele was a Nazi scientist who
carried out horrific experiments on
inmates. Many of these
experiments involved twins.

An account by Magda Spiegel, a
survivor who was held at
Auschwitz.



Why the holocaust should never be forgotten

• Watch the video clips below

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCUV8bUuOPg
• BBC, 3.02mins

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAhFcf5uVr4
• BBC Teach, 5.30mins - this is a video on the experience of a Jewish boy in the 

concentration camps 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCUV8bUuOPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAhFcf5uVr4

