
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Final Solution 

The Wannsee conference –source 1 

 
In June 1942 a group of top Nazi government ministers met at Wannsee in Northern Germany 

to discuss “the Jewish Question” i.e. what to do with all of the Jews once and for all. The 

“Jewish Question” was simply how to exterminate (kill) all the Jews in Europe in the occupied 

countries Germany controlled. Germany had conquered and occupied many different 

countries and now had and estimated 11 million Jews living under Nazi rule. 

 The “Jewish question” now had a “Final Solution” 

 

It took the 

SS officers 

and Nazi 

officialsjust 

one morning 

to plan the 

murder of 

all the 

Jewish 

people in 

Nazi Europe. 

HEINDRICH HIMMLER 
Possibly the most powerful 

man after Hitler in Nazi 

Germany. Himmler controlled 

the SS, Hitler’s extreme Nazi 

army. He personally carried 

out Hitler’s orders to organise 

the extermination of the Jews. 

 

The Nazi 

ministers 

followed Hitler 

completely 

and did not 

even discuss 

whether they 

thought Hitler 

was right. 

They merely 

discussed the 

best way to 

carry out his 

orders.  

ADOLF EICHMANN 
One of the most powerful Nazi 

ministers who was in charge of dealing 

with Jewish matters. He recommended 

the idea of using “Death Camps”. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Final Solution 

Previous ways to kill –source 2 

 GAS VANS 
First used in 1940, when Polish mentally ill 

children were locked in a sealed van and killed 

by carbon monoxide. By 1942, 20 vans were 

in operation, killing between 25 and 60 people 

at a time. The vans had many problems and 

did not kill enough people fast enough for 

the Nazis, although approximately 100,000 

victims were killed this way. 

 EUTHANASIA (painless early killing) 

The Euthanasia Program referred to the 

systematic killing of people considered unfit or 

weak. Victims included sick German soldiers, 

homosexuals, the aged, and the handicapped. 

Victims were gassed, given lethal injections or 

refused medical treatment. It is assumed that 

over 200,000 people were murdered through 

this program. 

 

MASS EXECUTION 
Special SS Deaths Squads – called 

Einsatzgruppen shot any Jews they 

found. They usually followed the regular 

army then rounded up and massacred 

hundreds at a time. This was considered 

“Slow” and “messy”. 

 

http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/pages/t021/t02111.html


Many people think that the Nazis just killed all the Jews in Europe 
straight away in concentration camps. This is NOT true. There were 
simply too many Jews to do this all at once. (There were 11 million of 
them)

What is true is that they needed to be collected togther 
first so they could be killed BUT it needed careful 
organisation and planning to kill as many Jews as 
quickly as possible. 

There were Four different  types of camps 
to  help make the system of dealing with all 
the captured Jews easier. 

Detention Camps 

These were the first camps built by the 

Nazis in 1933. 

The prisoners in these camps were 

Hitler’s political enemies. These camps 

were hard but reserved just for Germans. 

Transit Camps 

These camps collected people to send on 

to other camps. 

Many people died in these camps before 

they were sent to another one. 

Labour Camps 

Jews were used as slaves in these camps. 

When the slaves could not work 

anymore they were sent to the death 

camps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Final Solution 

The camp system –source 3 

 

Death Camps 

These were the worst type of concentration 

camp in Nazi controlled Europe. 

People were sent to a gas chamber where they 

were killed by the SS. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Final Solution 

Where the camps were –source 4 

 
The SS under the command of Himmler 

would control all the camps. They would 

only have SS guards.  

Jews were transported in trains for 

“resettlement” called “operation 

Rheinhart”. The German people were NOT 

told of this plan. 

The SS only built LABOUR camps 

(concentration camps) inside Germany.  

The SS only built DEATH camps outside 

of Germany.  

The first camps were built in early 1942 after the Wannsee conference. The first death 

camps were Belzec, Sobibor and Treblinka. Only Jews from the ghettos were sent there 

to the gassed. Over the next year more death camps at Chelmo, Auschwitz Birkenau 

and Majdanek were built as the Nazis wanted to kill more Jews faster. 



The Final Solution 

Tricking the Jews into going – Source 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nazis used many different methods to get 

the Jews to calmly get into trains to go into the 

camps. The Jews had no idea of where they were 

really going as the Nazis lied very well. 

Many Jews calmly walked to the 

trains from the ghettos. They 

believed they were leaving for 

better lives in the East. 

The Nazis used asked 

the first Jews who 

arrived at the death 

camps to write 

postcards back to their 

relatives in the ghettos 

to convince them to 

also leave. This was 

before they were 

gassed. 

Many Jews believed these 

postcards at first as they 

had no other way of 

finding out what was going 

on. 

This method only worked 

for a few months as very 

soon the Jews worked out 

what was going on as no 

postcards ever came after a 

while. At some of the camps the Nazis 

made the train station where 

they arrived look very real. This 

was so the Jews got off the trains 

easily. 

At the death camp at Treblinka they 

had signs for a “ticket office” and 

“restaurant” this was all meant to 

trick the Jews into being calm and 

doing what they were told. 



The Final Solution 

Who helped? – Source 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is ignorant to think that the SS were the only 

people who were involved in the Holocaust. Lots 

of other people helped but not directly in the 

gassing and murder. 

Many everyday 

Germans and other 

from other 

countries helped 

the Nazis called 

collaborators.  

These people 

helped drive the 

trains, change the 

railway signals and 

planned the 

timetables to 

organise the trains 

to the death camps 

Many SS 

became very 

rich working 

in the death 

camps. They 

sold Jewish 

men and 

women as 

slaves to local 

companies. 

Many SS 

soldiers took 

bribes – money 

–to turn a blind 

eye 

occasionally. 

Without the SS 

many Jewish 

people would 

not have died 

during the 

Holocaust. 

It is true the 

SS were the 

main 

people 

involved. 

They ran 

the camps 

of were the 

camp 

guards. 

They were 

very cruel 

and brutal 

to the Jews 



The Final Solution 

The courage to care – Source 7 

In 1938, 10 000 

Jewish children 

were sent to live 

in Great Britain 

by their parents. 

This was 

organised by the 

British Red Cross 

and was given the 

name “kinder 

transport”. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Gruninger was a Swiss police officer. He gave false papers 

to 3601 Jews. This let them enter Switzerland. His government 

sacked him when they found out and denied him his pension 

Sempo Sugihara was a Japanese diplomat living in Lithuania. 

He was so upset at the way that Jews were being treated by the 

Nazisthat he gave thousands of them visas. 

These visas let them escape from the Nazis and travel to Japan. 

Oskar Schindler was a Jewish factory owner. 

He saved over one thousand Jews from the gas chambers at 

Auschwitz. 

After the war, he was given a letter from the Jews in his factory 

telling the Allied soldiers that he was a ‘righteous man’. 

 

It takes a brave person to stand up against evil. In Nazi Europe, there were many people 

who did not like how the Nazis were treating the Jews. They all had one thing in common– 

they helped to save Jewish lives. 

Only children aged between five 

and seventeen were allowed to 

travel.Many of these children 

had lived in Poland, Austria, 

Germany and Czechoslovakia. 

 

They were loaded onto buses by 

their parents and sent by boat to 

live in Great Britain. These 

Jewish children did not speak 

English and missed their parents. 

 


