
Title: Why do we learn about the death camps?

5 a day starter

1. Who was Nicholas Winton?

2. What is a Communist and why did the Nazis 
send them to concentration camps?

3. What was the Treaty of Versailles?

4. What was a Sonderkommando?

5. Who financed (paid for) the 
Kindertransport?

Essential knowledge this lesson: The Holocaust was the attempted genocide of the Jews. However, 
there were many other political prisoners being murdered slowly in the camps, for example 20 million 
Russians died at the hands of the Nazis, alongside many other groups of people. After WW2 the UN was 
formed and they created the world’s first charter protecting human rights globally.

Word bank
Persecution
Death camps 
genocide

Tuesday, 22 September 2020

Challenge task: Why do you think that the Holocaust 
is compulsory on the British National Curriculum for 
History?

Last week

2-3 weeks 
ago

Further 
back You will know… So that you can 

do…

How Jews were 
persecuted in the 
concentration 
camps.

An demonstration 
of why it is 
important to 
remember the 
Holocaust

LAST LESSON:
The Final 
Solution

NEXT LESSON: 
Personal 
stories



Key skill

Using knowledge and 

understanding of the historical 

context

Learning Objective

To use your broad and depth 

understanding of the 

Holocaust to reflect on its 

continuing significance

ALL
State… what important aspects of the Holocaust should be 

commemorated 

MOST

Describe… what should be remembered, how and why

SOME
Explain… why modern examples of intolerance and the importance of 

human potential means remembrance is vital

Why do we learn about the death camps?



What are these images?

Image 1 Image 2

Image 3



Read through the information slides to 
deepen your knowledge of the 

concentration camps. 



Mid-lesson Low stakes quiz

1 In what ways did the Nazis try to make the concentration camps 
‘efficient’?

2 What was ‘selection’?

3 Name one way that the Nazi guards tricked new arrivals

4 What was ‘processing’?

5 How did the Nazis cover up the evidence of their murderous crimes?

6 List 3 other ways that Jews were dehumanised (disrespected, mistreated, 
not treated with any human dignity) at the concentration camps

QUICK 6



What human potential was lost in the Holocaust?

Albert Einstein

Ernst Chain, helped 
develop the world’s first 
antibiotic (penicillin)

Thousands of Jews and other people targeted by the Nazis did 
escape Europe during the Second World War, and came to 
live in Britain, American, Canada and elsewhere. Many went 
on to make outstanding contributions in various fields: 
science, medicine, the arts, sport, and so on.

…but what about the individuals that didn’t make it? If they 
had lived might they have found a cure for cancer? Helped 
NASA develop the technology to allow humans to colonise 
Mars? Developed new and inspiring plays, books, films -
worlds for us to escape to in our minds?

We will never know the extent of how much human potential 
was wasted because of the hatred of the Nazi fascists.

We should tell their stories so that their deaths will teach us 
the value of tolerance, respect, democracy and the rule of 
law, and then…their sacrifice would not have been in vain.

Read 
this 
slide



Learning about the Holocaust should teach us why tolerance and respect of people 
different to us is important for the peace and prosperity of humankind

“Schools are dropping the Holocaust 
from history lessons to avoid offending’’ 

The Daily Mail

Immigration minister 
Damian Green says ban on 
Muslim women covering 
faces in public would be at 
odds with 'tolerant society'

Violent backlash across Muslim world continues as 

Pastor Terry Jones finally calls off 9/11 Koran-burning 

at church.

The Daily Mail

‘The European Court of Human Rights 

has fined Russia for banning gay 

parades in Moscow…’

BBC News, 21St October 2010



TASK – 20 minutes+
Think carefully about an idea on how we (British citizens) could remember 
the Holocaust, you might draw a statue, design a memorial garden, a 
commemorative plaque, write a poem, or something else.

Look at previous work done by our students at Crofton here:

http://historycroftonacademy.blogspot.com/

Why should we remember the Holocaust?

First they came for the Jews and I did not speak out - because I was 
not a Jew.

Then they came for the communists and I did not speak out - because 
I was not a communist.

Then they came for the trade unionists and I did not speak out -
because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for me and there was no one left to speak out for me.

Home learning?
You can do this on a computer or 
you could make a model.

http://historycroftonacademy.blogspot.com/


PLENARY – Classroom based learning only

• Write a paragraph describing what you’ve created to help us 
remember the Holocaust.

• Explain what response you hope it would get if seen by the general public.

• What did you choose to include and why did you think these themes / details 
were important enough to include.

• Now that you’ve finished, is there anything about the process you would 
change?


