
The holocaust

Life in the camps



Death factories

 The Nazis had calculated there
were 11 million Jews to 
exterminate (murder)

 They built their camps using the 
latest industrial methods

 This was so the camps were 
efficient and could kill as many 
Jews a possible as fast as 
possible
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The process of death -

selection

 As the Jews arrived at the death camps 

they were put into two columns called 

“selection”. Healthy Jews who could 

work on one side “work Jews” and the 

unhealthy on the other

 “Unhealthy” were old, sick, mothers and 

children, injured and pregnant women –

this group were sent to the gas 

chambers immediately

 Jews were not told what was happening 

by the guards and had no idea



Preparation  Jews were told they were going for “de-

lousing” (getting rid of lice) or a shower

 They had their hair shaved 

 They were told to remove any clothing 

and shoes and put them in bundles to 

collect after their shower

 Other chosen Jews in the camps helped 

them off the trains, they were not 

allowed to alert or warn them or they 

would be shot

 One camp at 
Auschwitz even had a 
prisoner orchestra 
playing music. This was 
so new arrivals were 
calmed by the music. 



“Processing” 

 Jews were packed into the gas 

chambers about 200 at a time

 Some gas chamber looked like 

showers

 Poison gas was pumped in 

called Zyklon B

 The gas took about 10 minutes 

to kill

 All the bodies were removed 

after 30 minutes

 The Nazis called this 

“processing”. Some camps 

could process 1000 Jews an 

hour



Cremation
 The Nazis wanted all trace of 

the Jews gone – they decided 

to burn the bodies in ovens 

called crematoria

 Specially chosen Jews called 

the Sonderkommando were 

forced to feed the bodies into 

the ovens

 The ovens burnt bodies day 

and night

 The ashes were buried in huge 

pits nearby the camp with no 

grave stone marking them  



Recycling  The SS were greedy. They 

wanted to make as much 

money out of the Jews as 

possible even when they 

were dead

 Gold teeth were pulled out 

of dead bodies and melted 

down

 Jewellry was sold

 Clothes and shoes were 

“recycled” and given to 

poor Germans or sold

 Shaved hair was used to 

make mattresses

 Skin was even used to make 

saddles, gloves, slippers and 

ladies handbags



Destruction 

through 

work

 “Work Jews” were treated as slaves. They were made to work for upto 16 
hours a day by the SS

 They were given 1,500 calories of food daily (you need 2000 to stay 
healthy with no hard work)

 Work Jews lived on average 3 months as they died from exhaustion, 
disease or injuries from beatings

 Exhausted weak Jews who looked as if they could not work anymore 
were then sent to be gassed

 The SS guards had an idea that you 
could work the fat off a Jew called 
“destruction through work”



Dying conditions
 Prisoners lived in separate barracks for men 

and women

 Each prisoner had to wear a uniform which 
was cheap, thin material that soon 
became a dirty smelly rag

 Each morning prisoners had to report 
on parade each morning for roll call in 
all weather

 Any punishments were carried out in 
public – like whipping, hanging or 
beatings for everyone to see

 Prisoners were never 
allowed out of the camp 
unless doing work

 SS guards could execute 
any prisoner they liked at 
random



Experimentation
 The SS were even more cruel. They chose 

prisoners straight from “selection” to 

perform medical experiments on them

 They didn’t care whether they lived or 

died as they were “sub-human”

 An infamous  SS scientist called Dr 
Mengele did experiments on children. 
He was particularly interested in twins. 

 Some experiments involved burning,  
radiation, high pressure and operations

 The SS doctors thought they were 
advancing scientific knowledge



Burial

 “Work Jews” who  had died from exhaustion, 

starvation, disease or execution were thrown 

into huge pits. Other work Jews had to do this 

job.

 The clothing was stripped from their bodies, 

washed and given to new work Jews who 

replaced the dead ones

 Sometimes it was filled with a chemical 

called quicklime which would rot the 

bodies faster to destroy all trace of the 

dead to hide the evidence



Liberation

 AT the end of the war in 1945 

the camps were “liberated” or 

captured from the Nazis

 The surviving Jews were 

rescued by the Allies

 Many thousands of prisoners 

were so ill or weak they still died

 Many thousands still died from 

disease as the camps were so 

bad


