
Title: What was the Kindertransport?

5 a day starter

1. Who was Johann Trollmann?

2. Who was Heinrich Himmler?

3. When did World War II begin?

4. What is persecution?

5. What is a Communist?

Essential knowledge this lesson: The British government and an organisation of British Jews managed 
to rescue 10,000 Jewish children from the Nazis and bring them to the UK before WW2 broke out. 
Unfortunately most of their parents had to be left behind; most did not survive the Holocaust.

Word bank
children = kinder
rescue 
refugees 

Tuesday, 22 September 
2020

Challenge task: British values today include - democracy, 
the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. Choose 
one value and explain what the Nazi version of it was.

Last 
week

2-3 
weeks 
ago

Further 
back

You will know… So that you can 
do…

How the 
Kindertransport 
was organised

An explanation 
of its successes 
and limitations

LAST LESSON:
Opposition

NEXT 
LESSON:
Ghettos



Key skill

developing knowledge and 

understanding of the historical 

context

Learning Objective

to describe the successes and 

limitations of the 

Kindertransport

ALL
State… what is meant by Kindertransport

MOST

Describe… who was rescued and how

SOME
Explain… the success of the system and also its limitations

Lesson enquiry question title



Why do you 
think there is 
a statue of us 
in Liverpool 

Street 
Station?

What 
questions 

would you like 
to ask us?



task 1

• Read the information sheet on the Kindertransport (miss out the 

paragraph on Nicholas Winton for now)

The Kindertransport.docx


The Kindertransport – Goodbye home

Task 2: You are going to watch some 

documentaries about the 

kindertransport.

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=Era_O5PS0bA

BBC Teach, 5.48mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=h4sTG1pD52I

Documentary, 9.50mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Era_O5PS0bA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4sTG1pD52I


• When they arrived in Britain they were sent 
to foster families, orphanages or group 
homes. Many were well treated but some 
were not.



TASK 3: Mid-lesson Low stakes quiz

1 What is the English translation of Kindertransport?

2 How many children did the UK take in from Europe?

3 Which broadcaster put out the call for volunteer foster families to help?

4 Name 3 groups of children identified as being able to take part in the Kindertransport.

5 What items did these children often have with them on their journey?

6 Give one example of the kind of trauma these children suffered.

QUICK 6



Nicholas Winton honoured by 
Czechs for saving children from 

Nazis
TASK 4:
Read the last paragraph 
on the information 
sheet, and look through 
the slides on the rest of 
this presentation.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29798434
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29798434


A British man who saved 669 children, most of them 
Jews, from the Nazis has been awarded the Czech 
Republic's highest state honour. 

Sir Nicholas Winton was 29 when he arranged trains to 
take the children out of occupied Czechoslovakia and for 
foster families to meet them in London.

The 105-year-old was given the Order of the White Lion by 
the Czech president during a ceremony at Prague Castle. 



In a speech, he thanked the British people who 
gave the children homes.

He said: "I want to thank you all for this enormous 
expression of thanks for something which 
happened to me nearly 100 years ago - and a 100 
years is a heck of a long time.

"I am delighted that so many of the children are 
still about and are here to thank me."





He went on: "I thank 
the British people for 
making room for them, 
to accept them, and of 
course the enormous 
help given by so many 
of the Czechs who 
were at that time doing 
what they could to 
fight the Germans and 
to try to get the 
children out.“





"I knew better than most, and certainly better than 
the politicians, what was going on in Germany," he 
told BBC Radio 4's Today programme ahead of his 
visit to Prague. 

"We had staying with us people who were refugees 
from Germany at that time. Some who knew they 
were in danger of their lives."

But he said he was not afraid to help: "There was 
no personal fear involved."







'We have not learnt'

BBC Prague correspondent Rob Cameron said Sir Nicholas lived a 
life of "relative obscurity" in England but in the Czech Republic he 
was "treated with enormous gratitude and respect". 

The Czech defence ministry sent a special plane to take him to 
Prague where he also met some of the people he rescued 75 years 
ago - themselves now in their 80s.

Our correspondent said the RAF veteran, who has a passion for 
planes, accepted the flight invitation on condition that he be 
allowed into the cockpit.

Sir Nicholas, who lives in Maidenhead, was born in May 1909.

He did not tell anyone about his actions for 50 years, until his wife 
found a scrapbook.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29798434
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29798434


He was knighted by the Queen in March 2003 and a 
year earlier was finally reunited with hundreds of the 
children he saved - including Labour peer Lord Dubs 
and film director Karel Reisz - at a gathering for 5,000 
descendants of the "Winton children".

His efforts have been likened to the work of German 
businessman Oskar Schindler, whose saving of Jews 
was dramatised in the film Schindler's List.

When asked by the BBC what he made of today's 
world, Sir Nicholas responded: "I don't think we've 
ever learnt from the mistakes of the past... 

"The world today is now in a more dangerous situation 
than it has ever been and so long as you've got 
weapons of mass destruction which can finish off any 
conflict, nothing is safe any more."



Memorial to the work of 
Winton, at Prague main 
railway station, installed 
2009.



‘The Kindertransport was a complete success.’
Do you agree with this view?

• One reason it was a success

• One reason why it wasn’t a complete success…

• Overall, I agree / disagree because…


