
Instructions for accessing the GCSE History Pearson textbook

1. Click on this link: https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/secondary-students-and-parents.html

2. Scroll down to the ‘Free e-book access’ area and click on the box that says ‘View e-books’.

3. Scroll down and click the check box to accept the licence agreement. Click continue. The website will 

launch a pop-up. If you have your pop-up blocker enabled, you will have to click to accept pop-ups 

FROM THIS SITE ONLY.

4. You are now in the Active Learn library. Scroll down until you find the icon labelled ‘Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
History’. And click the icon.

5. Choose the textbook you need for your course:

The American West, c1835-c1895

https://www.pearson.com/uk/learners/secondary-students-and-parents.html






Title: The Destruction of the Buffalo

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means you have 
to think about an 
idea or answer, but 
no writing is 
needed.

This shows you 
how long to spend 
on a task.

This means you 
have to write an 
answer out.

This means you have 
to read some 
information.

This should take you approx. 45 MINS



Destruction of 
buffalo herds

https://www.youtu
be.com/watch?feat
ure=youtu.be&v=7
pODHzjpC9k&app=
desktop

6.25mins

Watch the 
following clip.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=7pODHzjpC9k&app=desktop


Shooting Buffalo from the trains of 

the Kansas Pacific Railroad 

Sketched by Theodore R. Davis" 

"Harper's Weekly - December 14, 

1867"

This is a description of the picture on the previous slide. Herds of buffalo are moving southward, to reach the canyons 

which contain the grass they exist upon during the winter. 

Nearly every railroad train which leaves or arrives at Fort Hays on the Kansas Pacific Railroad has its race with these 

herds of buffalo; and a most interesting and exciting scene is the result. The train is "slowed" to a rate of speed about 

equal to that of the herd; the passengers get out fire-arms which are provided for the defense of the train against the 

Indians, and open from the windows and platforms of the cars a fire that resembles a brisk skirmish. 

This picture depicts the shooting of buffalo for sport. 

Read through the 
information 



Activity – approx. 30 minutes 

Use the information on slides 10-13 to 
complete the sentences on slide 9.



Destruction of the Buffalo

Hunting for sport
Hunting for hides

Northern herds Bone pickers

• The Railroad……

• There were special 

excursion trains …….

• There was the discovery of the 

process to produce……

• Trains could transport…….

• Hunters were armed with…..

• They hunted buffalo by…..

• The destruction of the 

herd……

• By 1882…….

• Remains were collected and ……

• The “Bone pickers” collected 

skeletons and…….

• The bones were made into…….

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hickerphoto.com/data/media/40/buffalo_T1449.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hickerphoto.com/buffalo-6842-pictures.htm&usg=__5aMC5CadRlBQr0mbSMxxs9IFl74=&h=312&w=468&sz=66&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=4Xml_Kcj1c83aM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q%3Dbuffalo%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hickerphoto.com/data/media/40/buffalo_T1449.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hickerphoto.com/buffalo-6842-pictures.htm&usg=__5aMC5CadRlBQr0mbSMxxs9IFl74=&h=312&w=468&sz=66&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=4Xml_Kcj1c83aM:&tbnh=85&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q%3Dbuffalo%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss


How did the USA destroy the Indian way of 
life?

Hunting for sport

• The buffalo were hunted for food and sport

• Hunting increased when the railroads (1860s) reached the Great 
Plains

• Special excursion trains were run so people could go out and 
shoot buffalo for sport

• The railroad builders needed feeding and lines needed clearing -
buffalo hunters employed ‘Buffalo Bill’ 

• Helped to fuel the myth of the Wild West 



How did the USA destroy the Indian way of 
life?

Hunting for hides

• In 1871 the discovery (in the east) of a process to produce 
high quality leather from buffalo hides. This caused the price 
of buffalo to shoot up.

• The railroad helped this because trains could transport the 
hides east to the tanning industry (Dodge city and Fort Worth)

•Buffalo hunters now flooded on to the southern Plains, 
shooting buffalo for their hides.

•Hunting method: a stand- at a distance from the buffalo 
shoot the leading animal then shoot individual animals. If each 
shot killed the buffalo immediately the rest would not be 
alarmed.

• By 1875 the southern herd was destroyed



How did the USA destroy the Indian way of 
life?

• The destruction of the buffalo on the northern plains began in 1880

• Following Little Big Horn the Sioux defeated in 1876-77

• In 1876 the railroad had reached Bismarck (in the north)

• By 1882 estimated 5000 hunters and skinners were at work

• By 1883 the northern herd was destroyed 

Northern herds



How did the USA destroy the Indian way of life?

Bone pickers

Once the hunters had removed the hides the 
buffalo was left to rot. Later the bones were 
removed by collectors who were paid by the pound. 
32 million pounds of bones were sent in east over a 
period of 3 years.

In the East the bones were ground into fertiliser, 
buttons, combs and knife handles. Hooves were 
made into glue.

Indian response

In 1874 the Indians attempted to force the hunters from the southern plains, but they 
were no match for the hunters with their powerful buffalo guns.



Consequences How this changed/destroyed their way of life

Destruction of the buffalo

Battle of Little Bighorn

Life on reservations

Other factors - Railroad – more settlers
- Manifest destiny – push Indians off 

the land
- Government treaties
- Gold mining – Whites breaking treaties 
to mine gold.

Factors that contributed to the destruction of the Plains Indians way of life

Activity-
approx. 20 
minutes. 

Fill in the 
table. 

THIS PIECE OF WORK MUST BE SUBMITTED TO 
YOUR TEACHER FOR MARKING & FEEDBACK



Title: The Wounded Knee Massacre 

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means you have 
to think about an 
idea or answer, but 
no writing is 
needed.

This shows you 
how long to spend 
on a task.

This means you 
have to write an 
answer out.

This means you have 
to read some 
information.

This should take you approx. 45 MINS



Task – approx. 5 mins
The soldiers in this photo were happy to have their photo 
taken whilst Indian bodies were being buried.
What does this tell you about their attitude to the Indians?



Task:
What happened in the Ghost Dance and at Wounded Knee? 

Listen carefully and then fill in the table. Approx. 15 mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC42z0cCf_U
6.13mins

1. The Ghost dance 2. Wounded Knee

3. The effects of the 
ghost dance and 
wounded knee.

4. Any other key 
details

THIS PIECE OF WORK MUST BE SUBMITTED TO YOUR 
TEACHER FOR MARKING & FEEDBACK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC42z0cCf_U


The final chapter

The final chapter of the story of the 
conflict between the whites and 
Native Americans is a very sad one.

Crazy Horse was killed in 1877.

The Native Americans were forced 
onto the Reservations.  Those who 
refused to go were killed.

Sitting Bull joined a Wild West show 
in 1885.

The conditions on the Reservations 
were terrible.  Disease and hunger 
were common.



The Dawes Act 1887 The Ghost Dance 1890 The Closure of the Indian 
Frontier (June 1890)

The Massacre at Wounded 
Knee, 29th Dec, 1890

Task – Approx. 20 mins - Read through slides 10 to 14. Write a summary of key facts in each column of this table.



The Dawes Act 1887
• Native Americans were given 

160 acres of land for each 
family.

• The idea was to get the Native 
Americans to farm the land.  
However, most didn’t want to 
do this and sold the land to the 
whites.

• By 1900 the amount of land 
owned by the Native Americans 
had fallen from 155 million 
acres in 1887 to 78 million acres 
by 1900.



The Closure of the Indian frontier
• In 1890, the US Census Bureau 

officially announced the closure of 
the Indian frontier.  The West had 
formally been settled by white 
Americans as homesteads, ranches, 
cow-towns, mining-towns, cities and 
states. 

• All Native Americans had been forced 
onto reservations or had set up their 
own homesteads via the 1887 Dawes 
Act. The Manifest Destiny had 
officially been achieved. 



Wovoka and the ghost dance
In 1890 a holy man called Wovoka 

had a vision, that if all the Native 
Americans started to a dance 
called the ‘Ghost dance’, the 
world would roll up like a carpet 
and take away all the whites and 
put everything back the way it was 
before the whites arrived, and 
that the Great Spirit would bring 
all the dead Plains Indians back to 
life.

Across several of the Reservations, 
Native Americans started to dance 
and this worried the whites.



Ghost Dance Song
• Complete the 

following 
sentences:

1. The likely 
reaction of the 
US government 
to the Ghost 
Dance song 
would be…

2. The likely 
reaction of the 
Plains Indians to 
this song would 
be…

Father have pity on us

We are crying for thirst

All is gone.

We have nothing to eat

Father we are poor.

The buffalo are gone

They are all gone.

Take pity on us, Father

We are dancing as you wished

Because you commanded us

We dance hard

We dance long

Have pity

Father help us

You are close by in the dark

Hear us and help us

Take away the white men

Send back the buffalo

We are poor and weak

We can do nothing alone

Help us be what we once were

Happy hunters of buffalo



Wounded knee 1890
A group of Ghost Dancers led 

by Chief Big Foot were running 
away from the army and join 
up with their friends on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation.

However, the 7th cavalry were 
ordered to find them.

When the army found them, 
shooting started and 253 
Native Americans were killed.

The Whites had won 
everything and the Native 
Americans were left with 
NOTHING!!!

What’s 
significant 
about this 
cavalry 
unit?



Watch the following clips -
Native Americans today

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVANRroxuOo

• Native American speech to Senate committee [Watch to about 4mins]

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SM8WZ0ztMuc

• BBC news report: Young and Native American (5.45mins)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtvZXvDN03w

• Veterans ask Native Americans for forgiveness in 2016. (watch to 
2.42mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVANRroxuOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SM8WZ0ztMuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtvZXvDN03w

