
LESSON NUMBER 5

Title: William I - Cunning or Cruel? Why did 
William I behave differently in the Harrying of 
the North than at the Battle of Hastings?

This means 
you have to 
think about an 
idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



Title: Cunning or cruel? How differently did William I 
behave in the Battle of Hastings and the Harrying of the 
North?

5 a day starter

1. Match the following claimants to the countries they came from
Harold Godwinson         William of Normandy           Harald Hardrada

Normandy                           Norway                                       England 

2. Give one reason why William thought he should be the next King 
of England

3. Whose army was known as ‘The great heathen army’?

4. Give one example of a word still in use today which originates 
from the Vikings’ language

5. Describe one way in which the Vikings and Saxons were similar?

Word bank
Cruel
Cunning
Harrying
Waste 
Tactics 
Strategy

Tuesday, 22 September 
2020

Challenge task: Why do you think the Vikings decided to 
settle down and trade rather than raid countries?

Last week

2-3 weeks 
ago

Further 
back

LAST LESSON:
Who were the 
Anglo-Saxons?

NEXT 
LESSON:

Impact of 
Danelaw 

Wakefield

Essential knowledge this lesson: In 1066 William of Normandy made good on his claim to the English throne by invading 
England and defeating Harold Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings. He then embarked on a campaign to bring the rest of 
England under his control. This led to William taking brutal action against rebels who actively resisted his rule and 
authority, as seen in the Harrying of the North.  

You will know… So that you can do…

The events of the Battle 
of Hastings and the 
Harrying of the North. 

Analyse the similarities 
and differences in 
William’s actions in both 
campaigns.



Definition of Keywords

Cruel

Cunning

scheming                  unkind                  

calculating                  unforgiving

nasty                      devious  

merciless               murderous            

tactful          

Barbaric                  knowing                 

clever                      bloodthirsty



The Battle of Hastings
Video clip BBC class clips – discuss / think about the answers

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-ks4-1066/zrnd7nb

Q1) When was Harold crowned king? 
Q2) Which battle had Harold fought previously and who did he defeat 
in this battle?
Q3) Who supported William’s decision to fight Harold?
Q3) What stopped William from sailing?
Q4) What did William do as soon as he landed in England?
Q5) Where were the English assembled?
Q6) How were the Normans organised?
Q7) How was William’s army different from Harold’s?
Q8) Why did the battle go bad for William at first?
Q9) What tactic did William try?
Q10) What happened to the English wall?
Q11) What order did William give to his army?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-ks4-1066/zrnd7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-ks4-1066/zrnd7nb




Battle of Hastings Harrying of the North

William’s motive Reasons for action Reasons for action

William’s actions
Examples of William’s tactics/leadership Examples of William’s tactics/leadership

Judgement about 
William’s leadership –
cruel or cunning?

Cruel or cunning? Cruel or cunning? 

Task 2. Using what you have learnt from the video and from your information sheet, complete the left 
hand column of your table.



Battle of Hastings Harrying of the North

William’s motives

Reasons for action Reasons for action

William’s actions

Examples of William’s 
tactics/methods

Examples of William’s tactics/methods

Judgement about 
William’s 
leadership –
cruel or cunning? 
(return to your 
wordlist from the 
start)

Cruel or cunning? Cruel or cunning? 



The Harrying of the North
Video clip BBC class clips – discuss

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-ks4-1066/zd32t39

Q1) Who were the two Anglo-Saxon brothers who promised 
loyalty to William? 
Q2) What did William do on his way to defeat the brothers?
Q3) What did William do in 1068?
Q4) How did the English react to William’s changes?
Q5) How did William react to the rebellion?
Q6) What happened to people who were not killed by 
William’s army?
Q7) What did William’s actions in the North become known 
as?
Q8) Did William’s actions succeed in deterring rebellions in 
the North?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-ks4-1066/zd32t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-ks4-1066/zd32t39


Battle of Hastings Harrying of the North

William’s motive Reasons for action Reasons for action

William’s actions
Examples of William’s tactics/leadership Examples of William’s tactics/leadership

Judgement about 
William’s leadership –
cruel or cunning?

Cruel or cunning? Cruel or cunning? 

Task 2. Using what you have learnt from the video and from your information sheet, complete the right 
hand column of your table.



Mid-lesson Low stakes quiz

1 Why did William think he was entitled to the English crown?

2 At the Battle of Hastings, what weapons did William’s army have that 
Harold’s didn’t

3 What was the main tactic that William used that helped him to defeat 
the English army?

4 What was the name of the English earl who betrayed his promise to be 
loyal to William?

5 How many soldiers of William’s were killed during the rebellion in the 
North?

6 What did William’s soldiers do to make sure that people in the North 
starved?

QUICK 6


