
LESSON NUMBER 8

Title: How did feudalism affect the people of Wakefield?

You will see these symbols throughout this 
PowerPoint:

This means 
you have to 
think about an 
idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



Task 1 

• Who might these 
people be?

• Why do you think
there is one 
person kneeling 
down?

• Why might the 
person kneeling 
down be giving 
the other person 
a gift?

Extension: Can you 
fill in the speech 
bubble?

This is a baron 
(wealthy land 
owner) swearing his 
loyalty to the King. 
This is called making 
an Oath.



William’s problems 
1. If you were English how would you feel about a French King attacking 

and becoming King?

 Annoyed that England is now run by a foreign king
 Happy that we have a strong king
 Tired of all the fighting 

2. The Norman barons helped William conquer England – what would happen 
if he gave them nothing in return?

 They would refuse to help him with any other issues
 They would accept it because he is King
 They would rise up against him

3. William only controls one part of England – what does he need to do to 
control the rest?

 Have a big army to scare people 
 Ensure that people are loyal to him 
 Kill anyone who is against him

- How are these problems 
connected?

Task 2: Write down 
each option you would 
choose.



William solved his problems by introducing the Feudal system. At the top of
the feudal system was the _____. It was believed he was appointed by ____,
and only those with ______ blood could sit on the throne. However, the king
needed loyal men to help him rule his kingdom.

He granted _______ to his ________, around 200 of the most powerful
knights in the country. In return, they had to pay homage to him and swear an
_____ of fealty. This meant if there was a war, they would fight on behalf of
the king. Barons built _______ on their land to keep them safe from enemy
attacks. ____________ castle was built by Ilbert De Lacey on land which had
been given to him by William the Conqueror. Some had the noble title of
______, and their titles were _________, meaning that they passed down
from the father to the son.

In order to fight for their king, barons needed their own ______. So, they
divided their land into smaller areas led by their __________. Each baron had
around __ knights. A knight would swear an oath of fealty to his baron, and
gain a number of manor houses or smaller castles in return.

Below the knights were the __________, who made up the great majority of
medieval society. Many were bound to work the _______ of their lord as
__________ until the day they died. Some peasants were not allowed to
_______ or leave home without their lord’s permission. A lord would grant his
peasants a small area of land to farm, and they had to work his land in return.
peasants             king           barons       Pontefract              land         
castles          royal          army              earls               knights                         
God          oath        hereditary      20      marry      farm

Task 3: Read through the text and complete the gaps using the words in red. 



Received Provided 
Received all of 
the land, tax 
and an army

Received very 
large estates of 

land, titles of the 
king and soldiers

Received
large estates
of land and
tax

Received small 
amount of land 

and military 
protection

Owned all the 
land and provided 
it to 

Pay for the land 
and provide 
knights for the 
king

Pay for the land 
by working on it 
and providing 
food

Pay for the land. 
Train and fight in 
the baron’s army 
if needed

Task 4: Can you match the statements correctly to the groups of people the Feudal system? Drop and drag 
the statements into the correct part of your diagram. The first one, the king, has been done for you.  

Barons King

KnightsPeasants



1 Why did William need to reward his followers after the Battle of 
Hastings?

2 Where did the king believe he got his power from?

3 How many barons did William reward?

4 What did each group within the Feudal system have to promise to the 
group above them?

5 What two things would peasants receive under the Feudal system?

6 Who had the most important role in the Feudal system and why?

QUICK 6


