
Title: What technological advancements were made?

5 a day starter

1.What caused trench foot?

2.How long did WW1 last for?

3.Which countries had an alliance 
with Britain in WW1? 

4.Who was the King of Germany in 
WW1?

5.what started in Britain and 
spread across the world between 
1750-1900?

Essential knowledge this lesson: Technology advanced rapidly during WW1, to the extent that 
strategies and tactics could not keep pace. WW1 was an industrial-scale war, with killings in the 
tens of thousands in most battles on the Western Front because of the weaponry developed.

Word bank
bayonet
rifle
zeppelin
Vickers 
Artillery 

Tuesday, 22 September 
2020

Challenge task: Which type of source is more 
reliable and why: soldiers’ diaries, soldiers’ 
letters.

Last 
week

2-3 
weeks 
ago

Further 
back

You will 
know…

So that you 
can do…

The key 
features and 
problems 
associated 
with new 
WW1 
weapons

An 
explanation 
of how 
weapons 
were 
developed 
to overcome 
design flaws

LAST LESSON: 
Gas

NEXT LESSON:
Somme



Weapons of WW1

Can you unscramble these words?

1 ) f e l r i

2 ) c e n m i h a u g n

3 ) m l a e f w r o r h t e

4 ) L s l h e

5 ) d s m a u r t s g a

6 ) n t k a
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Task 

Complete the table on slide 5. The first one 

has been completed for you.

You can use the knowledge organiser on the 

next slide and the website links on slide 6. 



Knowledge organiser

Rifles and bayonets: In the trenches, the weapon 
carried by all British soldiers was the bolt action 
rifle. It was possible for the soldier to fire 15 rounds 
per minute and could kill someone up to 1,400 
metres away.  French soldiers more commonly used 
the bayonet – a long knife attached to the end of 
their rifle.

Artillery is the word used to describe large-calibre 
mounted field guns.
The calibre is the diameter of the barrel. The 
stalemate meant they needed long-range weapons 
that could deliver devastating blows to the enemy. 
They needed crews of up to 12 men to work them; 
the shells weighed up to 900lb –very heavy.

Tanks also started to be used in warfare in this war, 
since armoured cars could not cope with the 
terrain. The first tank was nicknamed “Little Willie”, 
it had a Daimler engine, a caterpillar track and 
needed a crew of 3. Its maximum speed was 3mph 
and it was unable to cross trenches. Not a success 
for the Allies. The more modern tank was not 
completed until several weeks before the end of 
the war. It was called the Fiat Tipo! It could fit a 
maximum of 10 men, had the first revolving turret 
and could reach speeds of 4mph!

The Zeppelin, or blimp as it is also known, is an 
airship and it was used during the early part of the 
war in bombing raids by the Germans. These 
airships weighed 12 tonnes and contained over 
400,000 cubic feet of hydrogen. They were 
propelled along by 2 Daimler engines, which 
enabled the craft to travel at speeds of up to 
136mph and heights of 4250 metres! They usually 
carried machine guns and around 4,400lb of 
bombs! They carried out many raids and were 
eventually abandoned as they were easy targets for 
artillery.

Unlike today, machine guns were not the main 
weapons of soldiers. They needed 4-6 men to man 
them in 1914 and had to be positioned on a flat 
surface. They could fire up to 400 rounds per 
minute and had the fire power of 100 guns!

This war also had another first: planes started to be 
used to deliver bombs. Planes became fighter 
aircraft armed with machine guns, bombs, and 
even cannons. They were even used for 
reconnaissance work. Pilots were even known to 
fight enemy aircraft in the air, in “dogfights” to 
protect the men on the ground.



Weapon Picture How it works Strengths Weaknesses

Flamethrower 2 canisters strapped to a soldiers 
back hold the fuel, which mixes
with gas to create a flame.

Effective way of clearing a 
wooded area. Will scare 
enemy / cause retreat

Highly combustible back-
pack.

Gas

Zeppelin/
blimp

Tanks

Machine Guns

Planes 
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Use your own knowledge from last lesson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZqqWSUirls
Simple History (2.46mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSzXFQPldJg
Simple History (4.01mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B06izR0HWyc
Dan Snow WW1 Uncut (7.09mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbVZGLI8izk
Dan Snow WW1 Uncut (7.00mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZqqWSUirls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSzXFQPldJg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B06izR0HWyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbVZGLI8izk


WW1 Weapons Quiz
1. What is the name of the airship designed to spy on enemy 

positions?

2. What did they call the bombs fired by artillery cannons?

3. You’d wear this to prevent yourself breathing in poisoned air.

4. The British soldiers were issued with what type of rifle?

5. The problem with this type of new weapon was it was slow 
and sometimes fell into trenches.

6. When two of these fight it’s called a ‘Dog-fight’.

7. The name of the rifle with the knife attached to the end.

8. The problem with this new weapon is that it needed to be 
placed on a flat surface and would shake around violently 
when used.

9. It smelt like pineapple and could blind you.

10. What’s the name of the weapon that shot fire out of a hose 
connected to a canister



1. The bolt-action rifle could fire 15 rounds a minute. 

2. Machine guns needed 4 - 6 men to work them. 

3. Large field guns fired bullets. 

4. Mustard gas is yellow in colour. 

5. The Zeppelin was a German airship. 

6. The first tank was used at the Battle of the Somme. 

7. Planes were first used for spying work. 

8. A fight between two planes is called a catfight. 

9. German submarines torpedoed supply ships. 

10. The Lusitania was torpedoed in 1915. 

True or false? 


