
Title: What happened during the Battle of the Somme?

5 a day starter
1. What is gas-gangrene and how was it commonly caused?

2. What was the mental health condition caused by the 
trauma of war called during the First World War?

3. What disease was spread through contaminated water in 
Industrial cities of the 19th century?

4. Which country was responsible for starting the European-
led transatlantic slave trade? A) Britain, B) France, C) 
Portugal.

5. Where did the Silk Road lead? A) From the Middle East to 
America, B) From Europe to Asia, C) From Europe to Africa?

Word bank
British Expeditionary Force 
(BEF)
Reliability

Tuesday, 22 September 
2020

Challenge task: Put these four time periods in chronological order: MODERN / MEDIEVAL / INDUSTRIAL / EARLY 
MODERN. Nb. Early modern period is also known as the Renaissance. CAN YOU ADD DATES?

Last 
week

2-3 
weeks 
ago

Further 
back

You will 
know…

So that you 
can do…

Some of the 
key facts and 
opinions 
about Haig’s 
approach

An informed 
and depth 
analysis of 
some primary 
sources

LAST LESSON:
Battle of the 

Somme

NEXT LESSON:
Assessment

Essential knowledge this lesson: Historians build their understanding and opinion of the past (called an 
interpretation) based on eyewitness accounts and data from the time (called primary sources). The primary 
sources from the Somme period vary greatly. This has led to a debate about whether it is accurate to call Haig a 
butcher or not. To reach your own judgement on the issue, you’ll have to study the sources yourself.



Do the facts support the idea that Haig was a butcher?

1. Read the Somme info sheet 3.

2. Watch these video clips. While you do, think about 
this question: Does General Haig deserve to be 
called the Butcher of the Somme?

Make a list of notable or new facts that stand out to you 
whilst you watch these clips:

1.

2.

3.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fv_UhQ0kP8
Legion Magazine, ‘Battle of the Somme’, narrated by 
Linden MacIntyre. (6.38mins)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHkOG7adupI&fe
ature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL05A16C5CD3F
0D570 History file, The First World War (7.05mins)

Field Marshall Sir Douglas Haig (middle)

8.1 supporting documents for lessons/8.1 Lessons 8-12 resources/Somme info sheet 3.docx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fv_UhQ0kP8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHkOG7adupI&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL05A16C5CD3F0D570


Does General Haig deserve his reputation as the ‘Butcher of  the Somme?’

Evidence to say Haig was to blame for 
all the deaths

Evidence to say Haig wasn’t to blame 
for all the deaths

• It is said he knew that the German lines 
hadn’t been broken

• Over 1 million lost lives at BoS

• Use Somme info sheet 3

• Read the information in boxes on the sheet. You need to sort 

them into two categories: evidence to support that 
idea that Haig was a butcher, and evidence 
to suggest he wasn’t.

8.1 supporting documents for lessons/8.1 Lessons 8-12 resources/Somme info sheet 3.docx


Mid-lesson knowledge check

You have 10 minutes to 
complete the crossword



Do the historians agree that he was a butcher?

• Use Somme info sheet 4

• Read the sources A to F (slides 8-13) using the caption to try and 
understand why the source says what it does. Try also to consider 
issues with reliability: your own knowledge of the context will help 
you with this.

• Make a copy of the table (see next slide) and then fill it in using the 
sources info (slides 8-13).

8.1 supporting documents for lessons/8.1 Lessons 8-12 resources/Somme info sheet 4.docx




Source Q1. One thing the source suggests 

about Haig

Q2. Quote to support what you 

wrote for Q1.

Q3. Who wrote the source and 

when?

A Generals didn’t waste life, but 

deaths are inevitable in war.

‘…war would lead to many deaths 

however hard they tried to avoid 

them.’

An ex-soldier in 2003

B

B

D

E

F



Source A

“British generals were not uncaring but they accepted, as they had to, 
that the very nature of the war would lead to many deaths however 
hard they tried to avoid them.

Gordon Corrigan, retired British army officer – from his book, ‘Mud, Blood and Poppycock’, 2003. 

The Source says that the Generals did care about their men and tried hard to avoid 
them getting killed



Source B

“Throughout the war huge bombardments, followed by a mass 
attack, failed again and again yet we persisted in employing the same 
hopeless method of attack. Many other methods were possible, some 
were in fact used but only half-heartedly…and not early enough in the 
war…”

Charles Hudson, journal entry, WW1 soldier, 1918.

The Source says that the Generals failed because they carried on using the same 
tactics that had not been successful



Source C

“By 1918, the BEF were putting into practice the lessons learned, so 
painfully and at such a heavy cost, over the previous four years… and 
one undeniable fact is that Britain and its allies, not Germany, won 
the First World War.”
Dr Gary Sheffield, modern historian

The Source says that the army did learn from their mistakes and in the end Britain 
not Germany lost the war.



Source D

“Haig's nickname was the butcher. He'd think nothing of sending 
thousands of men to certain death. The utter waste and 
disregard for human life and human suffering, of Haig and his 
Generals,  was unbelievable. What a wicked waste of life. I'd hate 
to be in their shoes when they face their Maker.” 

William Brooks, a private in the British Army, interviewed in 1952. 

This Soldier believes that Haig was to blame for the death and suffering of the 
soldiers



Source E
“It seemed as though nothing could live, not an ant, 
under that stupendous artillery storm. But Germans 
in their deep dugouts lived, and when our waves of 
men went over they were met by deadly machine-gun 
and mortar fire.” 

Philip Gibbs, 1916, WW1 Journalist

This source says that they thought the artillery bombardment 
would wipe-out the Germans.

However, it didn’t and as a result the British were killed by the 
German machine guns.



Source F
There was a general willingness in the army to portray Haig as an inspiring, awe-
commanding officer who set the tone for his troops.   In 1916, during the battle of 
the Somme, Basil Liddell Hart, a young Lieutenant in the King’s Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry, wrote in his notebook: ‘In the first half of the War our leadership was 
flawless…   perfect’.   Even after being gassed and invalided back to England the 
young Liddell Hart’s confidence was undaunted, as he saw in Haig ‘a genius for pure 
generalship which has made Sir Douglas Haig fit to rank with any general of past or 
modern times’ (letter to the Daily Express, 21 December 1916).

This source says that some men in the British Army thought of Haig as a hero.

However, it isn’t clear why: could it be that the men didn’t want to admit that the 
commanders responsible for their lives were capable of making mistakes? Or had 
they simply been brought up to respect and not question / doubt people in 
positions of authority?



Plenary:

Which was the 
most convincing 
source and why?

Butcher Not a butcher


