
Title: How was poison gas used in WW1?

5 a day starter

1.What was the name given to the mental condition 
caused by the psychological trauma of war during the 
First World War.

2.When was WW1 fought?

3.What was the name of the Austro-Hungarian duke 
that was assassinated? 

4.What was an alliance?

5.At its height how much of the world was controlled 
by the British Empire? A) 5%     B)   25%      C) 85%

Essential knowledge this lesson: The Germans were the first to use chlorine gas in 1915 at the Second Battle of Ypres. The delivery method 
was unreliable as it was released into the air and was a thick  fog of green gas. Later gases were sealed inside shells and thrown by artillery 
cannons beyond enemy lines – their poison was also much more deadlier and caused horrific injuries.

Word bank

Phosgene
Mustard gas
Chlorine
Ammonia 

Tuesday, 22 September 
2020

Challenge task: Sort these source types into PRIMARY (from the time) and 
SECONDARY (after the event):   1) diary     2) letters   3) newspaper  4) 
documentary    5) film      6) book       7) paintings

Last 
week

2-3 
weeks 
ago

Further 
back

You will 
know…

So that you 
can do…

The types of 
gas that were 
introduced 
and their key 
features and 
problems

An 
explanation of 
how gas 
developed and 
improved

LAST LESSON: 
Conditions in 
the trenches

NEXT LESSON:
Weapons of 

WW1



Keywords

Poison gas (chlorine, phosgene, 

mustard)

Learning Objective
To understand features of the 

effects of poison gas attacks on 

soldiers

ALL

State an accurate feature of the affects

MOST

Describe the impact of gas of men physically and 
psychologically

SOME

Explain how medics responded to gas as a new weapon on 
the battlefield

Poison Gas attacks



The use of gas in 
WW1

Read the information sheet and make some bullet point notes. Aim for 10 facts.



Was poison gas an effective weapon?

Use the following resources to answer the question:

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmir6SxYNII 2 minutes intro

2. Supplementary sheet: highlight all the physical symptoms associated 
with a gas attack

3. Answer the question: Was gas an effective (successful) weapon? 
How?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmir6SxYNII
8.1 supporting documents for lessons/8.1 Lesson 6 resources/Poison Gases used in WW1.docx


Mid-lesson Low stakes quiz

1 Which side first used gas and when?

2 What was the colour and odour of chlorine gas?

3 Chlorine gas was denser than air. What did this mean when it was 
released?

4 What percentage of gas-related deaths did phosgene gas account for in 
WW1?

5 Why could mustard gas cause deaths months after it had first been 
released?

6 Why was gas such a feared weapon?

QUICK 6



Source work discussion

1. What can we learn from this source (see next slide) about the development 
of gas during WW1?

METHOD: Read each line of the source underline / circle phrases that reveal a 
piece of information to help with the question. Aim for 3 pieces of info.

2. Challenge > Does the caption explain the contents of this source?



Source A: From the diary of Sister Katherine Luard of the Queen 
Alexandria Nursing Sisters, 15 April 1915.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

This afternoon the medical staff have been trying experiments in a barn with 

chlorine gas, with and without different masks soaked with some antidote, such as 

lime. All were busy coughing and choking when they found one medical officer 

getting blue and suffocated. He’s had too much chlorine and was brought here 

looking very bad, and for an hour we had to give him fumes of ammonia til he could 

breathe properly. But they found out what they wanted to know – that if you put on 

this mask, you can go to the assistance of men overpowered by the gas, with less 

chance of finding yourself dead when you get there.



Source A: From the diary of Sister Katherine Luard of the Queen Alexandria Nursing Sisters, 15 April 1915.

 This afternoon the medical staff have been trying experiments in a barn with chlorine gas, 

 with and without different masks soaked with some antidote, such as lime. 

 All were busy coughing and choking when they found one medical officer getting blue and suffocated. 

He’s had too much chlorine and was brought here looking very bad, 

 and for an hour we had to give him fumes of ammonia til he could breathe properly. 

 But they found out what they wanted to know – that if you put on this mask, you can go to the 

assistance of men overpowered by the gas, with less chance of finding yourself dead when you get 

there.



Plenary: What can we learn from this source about the 
development of gas during WW1?

1. I can learn from the source that…

2. The caption helps us understand what’s going on 
in the source because… 

Challenge: can you give 3 examples?

Clue:
Look at the date! 

Use your own 
knowledge – what did 

they know about gas in 
this year?


