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During the American civil war (1861-65) a cattle named the 

TEXAS LONGHORN had roamed free in Texas and whilst their 

owners were away fighting in the war, the cattle had busied 

themselves by breeding… a lot! Now there were millions of them, 

all unbranded and ready to be taken by anyone.

Some people thought they could make their fortune by CATTLE 

RANCHING. 

How did the cattle industry begin?

Step 1

Cattle trails

Step 2

Cow towns

Step 3

Ranching on 

the Plains

Read through this page



Growth of the cattle industry

During the war the ranchers of Texas were 

cut off from their markets in the …………….. 

and East. All over Texas there was an 

………………………. in the number of cattle; by 

1866 there were an estimated 5 000 000 

……………………… in Texas. The economy of 

the East went into boom and the ……………... 

for meat grew after the end of the war. Texan 

Cattlemen looked for a way to meet this demand 

and make a …………………...

Charles Goodnight returned from 

the ………………  …………… to 

8000 cattle on his land. Together 

with Oliver Loving the two decided 

to sell their ……………………. On 

the trail they discovered another 

market. A Navajo Indian 

reservation had been established 

near Fort Sumner. By 1866, the 

Navajo Indians were 

………………….. and the 

government was keen to buy 

Goodnight’s beef. Goodnight and 

Loving repeated their drive in 1867. 

Their success and profits of 1866 

led to many other ………………… 

following them into the trail 

driving business and 

…….………….   ………………….. 

of the 1860s was born. 

The US army built camps and ……………… on 

the Plains to keep control of the land & Indians, 

protect its soldiers and migrants or 

………………………….. The soldiers in these 

forts needed ………………….. with fresh 

meat, and contracts were available to those 

who could supply the demands of the army. 

The US Army also had the job of getting 

……………. to the Indians on the reservations.

North, food,  homesteaders, starving, civil war, feeding, cattle, ranchers, profit, 

demand, increase, cattle trade, forts, cattle 

Fill in the 
gaps using 
the words at 
the bottom 
of the page –
10 min task 



Activities – approx. 40 minutes

1. Watch this video clip (8.02mins) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaHQ2vrt0ak

2. Read the about the creation of the Cattle Industry and the development of the Cattle 
trails on the next slide. Give each text box a heading. 

3. Fill in the grid sheet on slide 7 explaining how each group / event helped the industry 
to grow. (slides 8–15 will give you a basic summary.)

4. Exam question on slide 15.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8cqk7h/revision/1

You can use the BBC bitesize website for extra information 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaHQ2vrt0ak
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8cqk7h/revision/1


In the 1870s, the West was developing due to the impact of setters spreading westwards along the railroad tracks to states and 
territories across the Missouri River and due to prospectors spreading eastwards towards the Rocky Mountains looking for gold. The 
growth of the cattle industry also impacted on the development of the west: spreading up from the South, from Texas.  

When Texas became independent from Mexico in 1836, Texans took over the Mexican cattle industry and the skills and traditions of the vaqueros- horse 
riding cattle herders that the Texans named cowboys. Cows were sold for their hides, to make leather, and for their fat, which was used to make tallow for 
candles and soap: very important resources in the 19th century. The cowboys herded the cows on long drives along cattle trails across the South to New 
Orleans and up through Missouri to towns like Sedalia and St Louis. Sedalia was as far west as the railroad extended in 1860. From Sedalia, the cattle could 
be transported to the big cities of the eastern USA. 

A cattle disease, known as Texas fever, had major impacts on the cattle drives. If a Missouri cow mixed with a Texas cattle, or even ate from grass that the 
Texas cattle has travelled over, they often caught Texas fever, which was almost always fatal. As a result, farmers in both Missouri and southern Kansas 
were strongly opposed to Texan cattle drives across their land.
In 1855, Missouri farmers formed vigilance committees to block the drives. Then a quarantine law was passed preventing infected Texan cattle from 
entering Missouri. Kansas passed a similar law in 1859. Texans were looking for alternative routes for cattle drives when the Civil War interrupted 
everything. 

After the Civil War ended in 1865, beef was in great demand in the large industrial cities in the East. In 1865 a cow was worth $4 in Chicago where 
industrial meat packing had been developed and cows could be turned into food quickly, easily and cheaply. But in the South, the riced had dropped 
dramatically. The Longhorns in Texas had been left unmanaged during the war, becoming half wild, and their numbers had increased dramatically: there were 
five million cows in Texas in 1865. The southern economy was badly damaged by the war and there was little demand for cows. Although a cow was worth $40 
in Chicago, in Texas it was only worth $5. In 1866, to cash in this extra money in the North, Texans organised a large cattle drive to Sedalia, but they were 
prevented from crossing through Kansas by farmers worried about Texan fever. 



Factor What happened? How did this contribute to the development of the cattle industry?

The Civil War The economy of the East went into boom and the demand for meat 
grew after the end of the war. 

Goodnight and 
Loving

U.S army

Plains Indians 

Problems with 
the cattle trails

1. Armed mobs of Homesteaders attacked the cattlemen on the 
trail out of fear that the longhorns were carrying a tick that 
spread deadly ‘Texas fever’ to their cattle.

2. Rustlers along the trail were prepared to fight and kill to steal 
cattle.

3. Hostile Indians were a problem.
4. The Goodnight-Loving trail suffered from a lack of water and 

was too far west for the more profitable eastern markets.

Cow towns seemed to be a solution to this. The first one, 
Abilene, was built by Joseph McCoy next to the railroad 
line so that cattle men and their customers could meet 
on neutral ground and do business. It meant ranchers 
could hold large numbers of cattle in the towns meaning 
fewer drives were needed. 



Cattle could not drive themselves

northwards to the markets! They

needed the cowboys to guide

them. The 1860s to the 1880s

were the high point of the cowboy

era. Young men from many

different backgrounds, white, black

and Spanish became cowboys. Their

job was to escort the herds from Texas to the markets along the set Trails. It was a

very hard life, with low pay and cowboys were always short of sleep when on the

Long Drive. Cowboys continued to be important in the cattle industry during the

time of the Open Range on the Plains. They did the job of patrolling the edges of the

vast ranches, protecting the cattle and rounding them up when it was time for

the herd to go to market.



Between 1861 -1866 USA was

split by a Civil War between the

Northern States of the Union and the

Southern States of the Confederacy.

Texas was on the losing side. During

the war the Ranchers of Texas were

cut off from their markets in the North

and East. All over Texas there was an 

increase in the number of cattle ;by 1866 there were an estimated 5 000 000 cattle in 

Texas. The economy of the East went into boom and the demand for meat grew after

the end of the war. Texan Cattlemen looked for a way to meet this demand and

make a profit.

Civil War



The cattle industry in Colorado owed

much to Charles Goodnight and Oliver

Loving, who were Texan ranchers. By

the end of the Civil War Goodnight had

a herd of about 8 000 cattle. With few

chances for selling beef in Texas, he

looked to the mining towns around

Denver in Colorado. In 1866 the two

men drove the herd towards Colorado. The Goodnight-Loving Trail swung west

into New Mexico. The government was keen to buy Goodnight’s beef.

Goodnight and Loving repeated their drive in 1867. Their success and profits of

1866 led to many other ranchers following them into the trail driving business and

the cattle trade of the 1860s was born.



The US army built camps and forts 

on the Plains to keep control of the

land & Indians, protect its soldiers

and migrants or homesteaders. 

These forts were given names such

as Fort Laramie and Fort Sumner. The soldiers in these forts needed

feeding with fresh meat, and contracts were available to those who could

supply the demands of the army. The US Army also had the job of getting

food to the Indians on the reservations.

US Army



By the 1860s many of the

Plains Indians had been defeated

by the US Army and were now

living in reservations controlled by 

the army and government agents.

Reservations were usually in the worst areas of land and Indians found it

impossible to support themselves through farming. Contracts were available

to those who could supply the cattle needed. This obviously helped the cattle

industry to grow and helped stop the way of life of the Indians who could no

longer hunt buffalo.

Plains Indians



In 1867, 35 000 cattle arrived at

Abilene, the first cow town. 

By 1871 600 000 steers

a year were moving up the

Chisholm Trail. The railroad

shipped them north from Abilene,

mainly to Chicago, which

established itself as a meat

packing centre. Joseph McCoy had created the first cow town – he bought 

land, built stock pens and advertised the town as a shipping point. In the 

Peak years of cattle drives, 1867-85, nearly four million cattle passed 

Through the cow towns. 



Activity – Approx 1 hr 15 minutes 

1.  Use the following slide to complete a mind map on how each 
person/group had an impact on the cattle industry. Include pictures and 
colour. 

You can also use the BBC bitesize website to extend your knowledge. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8cqk7h/revision/3

2. You need to answer the exam question on the slide 16. You can use 
the information on slide 17 to help you.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8cqk7h/revision/3


Joseph McCoy and Abilene
In 1867, a branch line of the railroad, the Kansas Pacific, had reached the town of Abilene, Kansas. A Chicago livestock 

trader called Joseph McCoy realised that Abilene could be a new transit point for cattle drives. It had three key 

advantages:

- Kansas had relaxed their quarantine rule in 1867, allowing Texan cattle to be driven through the state if they 

kept to the west of where farmers had settled. Abilene was in this westward zone.

- There was grassland all the way south from Kansas, through Indian Territory, to Texas, and there was a trade 

route called the Chisholm Trail that cowboy’s cold use to bring the herds north.

- Cattle could be loaded onto railroad trucks at the railhead at Abilene and shipped from there to Chicago.

McCoy acted quickly. He purchased 450 acres of land at $5 per acre and built large stockyards where cattle could be 

kept safe. He negotiated with the Kansas Pacific Railroad for a depot to be built on a side track where 100 railway cars 

could be loaded, and he constructed a hotel called the Drovers Cottage. He arrange for the Chisholm Trail to be 

marked out through Indian Territory and extended where it ended in Wichita to Abilene.

Most importantly of all, McCoy spent $55,000 marketing his new venture. He sent riders down to Texas to tell the 

cattlemen there about Abilene and its facilities, promising them a safe trail up from Texas and a great opportunity to 

profit at the end of it. McCoy’s venture was an outstanding success. 35,000 cattle were driven long the Chisholm trail 

to Abilene by the end of 1867 and three million between 1867 and 1872. Abilene expanded rapidly and became 

famous as the first cow town. McCoy became enormously rich and lent his name to the expression the real McCoy. 

Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving
The Goodnight-Loving trail was established in 1866 by Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving, 

both cattlemen. They realised the opportunity of selling cattle directly to new population 

centres in the West, not to middlemen representing the eastern cities. Bad government 

planning in 1866 meant that the Navajo Indians in a reservation near Fort Sumner were close 

to starvation. Goodnight and Loving with 18 cowboys, drove 2000 cattle through hostile 

Comanche Indian territory to reach the fort, where they were able to sell 800 cattle for 

around $12,000: nearly four times as much as they would have sold it for in Texas. Then, 

while goodnight returned to Texas for another herd, Loving moved the 1200 cattle north and 

sold them to a cattleman named John Illif, who had built a successful business selling beef to 

government workers and reservation sin Colorado and Wyoming. 

In 1867, Oliver Loving was injured in a Comanche attack and died of his wounds, however 

Goodnight continued to drive cattle north to the booming mining towns of Colorado- 700 

miles from Texas. In 1868 in a deal with Illif, Goodnight drove cattle all the way up to 

Cheyenne, Wyoming on the Union Pacific Railroad. By 1878, Goodnight was so successful that 

his ranch had expanded to one million acres. Other cattle drivers started to use the trail to 

Wyoming too. As a result, Wyoming began to develop its own cattle industry. 

John Illif 

In 1861, John Illif sold a trading company near Denver, Colorado, to buy a herd of cattle for $500- a cheap price 

because the herd were exhausted after a long drive across the Plains and were too thin to sell for beef. Illif had 

spotted an opportunity that would bring significant changes to the cattle industry. 

In the same year, Colorado Territory had been created following a gold rush in the Colorado rocky mountains. Denver 

City grew rapidly, meaning there was great demand for meat. However Denver had no railroad connection and it was 

difficult and expensive to transport supplies there. Illif spotted the opportunity, if he could fatten his new herd up on 

the grass of the Plains, he would be able to sell beef for a good price to the mining towns with none of the expense of 

the long drives. 

In 1866 Illif bought land for a ranch near Denver. By 1870 he had built up a herd of 26,000 on the Colorado Plains and 

extended his ranch to cover 16,000 acres north of Cheyenne. He became Denver’s first millionaire: selling beef to the 

mining towns, to the teams building the Union Pacific railroad and to the government for Indian reservations. In 1872 

he won a contract to provide beef to a reservation of 7000 Sioux Indians, followers of the chief red Cloud. 

What was important about his success was that he had raised the majority of his herd on the Plains rather than relying 

on cattle driven up from Texas. This was the start of a new phase in the cattle industry: ranching on the open range. 

The cattle barons
The 1870s saw a beef bonanza in the West. Although the long drives from Texas continued to 

railheads in Kansas, the big growth was in ranching on the Plains. Through the 1870s, the 

cattle industry was seen as a sure way to make money: costs were low with free grass, almost 

free land and cheap transportation by rail, while profits were high. As a result, investors 

poured money into the industry. 

The best way to make a lot of money was to have very large ranches and enormous herds of 

cattle. The consequence was that a few men, backed by rich investors, came to dominate the 

cattle industry. They were called the cattle barons because of their wealth and influence. In 

new territories, like Colorado and Wyoming, cattle barons controlled local politics as well as 

almost all the land. They defended their interests fiercely, especially against cattle rustling. 



Explain the importance of Abilene for the growth of the cattle industry (8 
marks)

You only need to do one section for this (3/4 of a page) 

Use the sentence starters below as a guide.

[Point] Abilene was important for the cattle industry because it was one of the 
first…

[Evidence/knowledge/description/factual information] Abilene solved the 
problem of… and improved the industry by…

[Explanation/analysis of consequences] This meant that the industry grew and 
grew and…



Abilene – cow town 

Joseph McCoy set up “cow towns” along the railroad – towns that were specifically set up to 
receive the cattle herds from Texas – Abilene was the first of these in 1867. Abilene served as a 
transit point for cowboys and their herds. Abilene was the ideal location for several reasons. 
Firstly, there was plenty of grassland and water for the herds. Secondly, Kansas’ quarantine law 
allowed Texas herds to settle there as long as they were far enough away from the 
homesteaders to prevent disease spreading. It was near the Chisholm Trail, which was a cattle 
trail that cowboys could use to drive their cattle directly from Texas to Abilene. Finally, it was 
near a railhead so cowboys could transport their cattle to the northern states via railroad if they 
wished.

McCoy developed the cow town quickly. He bought lots of land, built a hotel, and built large 
stockyards to keep the cattle. He also spent $5,000 marketing the new cow town so cowboys 
would know to come. McCoy was hugely successful; between 1867 and 1872, three million 
cattle were driven along the Chisholm Trail.



Re-cap: Why did cattle ranching move onto the Plains?

Number these events into chronological order:

Cattle trails set up in the South-West e.g. Goodnight and Loving, but they are 
problematic e.g. lack of water, conflict with Homesteaders (Texas Fever / tick), 
rustlers, hostile Indians

New potential customers identified in the West: the army, the Indians on 
reservations, Homesteaders and markets in California enable the need for long cattle 
drives to the new railroad lines north of Texas that cross the Plains.

Finally, John Iliff moves the cattle ranching industry onto the Plains

Set up cattle market towns along the railroad lines (Cow towns) e.g. Abilene set up by 
Joseph McCoy – trading safer but cowboys have still got to drive the cattle from Texas 
TO the cow towns.

Civil war ends 1865 – cattle bred so lots of them



What was the open range? 

• There were huge areas of 'open range' - unfenced land which was free for 
anyone to use.

• Charles Goodnight is reputed to have invented the crazy quilt - by buying 
small patches of land here and there over an area, he could effectively 
control all of it.

• John Iliff developed refrigerated cars on trains which opened a world-wide 
market for beef. He also used selective breeding to ensure the best meat 
was produced by only using the best cattle to breed. 

• Cattle was shipped to Chicago for slaughter then sent in refrigerated rail 
cars to cities of east.

• By 1885, just 35 cattle-barons owned 8 million hectares of range, and 
owned perhaps 1.5 million cattle.

Activity - read through slides 19-22 and use this information to fill in the  sheet 
on slide 23. There are some sentence starters to help you – approx. 30 minutes.  



1865-
The cattle industry developed

WHY?

CIVIL WAR

DEMAND IN EAST RAILWAYS

After end of Civil War in 1865, 
Texan farmers returned to find 
their herds of cows were huge – 5 
million.

Cities in East were growing fast 
with industrialisation and people 
wanted meat – cattlemen just had 
to get it there!

The development of the railways 
meant cattlemen could get their 
cows to market – once they got to 
the railways



1870s-1880s
Open range ranching on plains succeeded

Why?

INDIANS DEFEATED

COLDER WEATHER BUFFALO KILLED OFF

Many tribes had now been forced 
onto reservations, clearing huge 
tracts of land which ranchers 
could use to graze their cattle

Winters on Northern Plains killed 
off ticks so cattle were more 
healthy and had a better chance of 
survival

Slaughter of buffalo meant 
Longhorn cattle had no 
competition for grass



1880-87
OPEN RANGE RANCHING ENDED

Why?

TOO MANY CATTLE

PRICES FELL SEVERE WEATHER

Ranchers overstocked ranges 
hoping to make more money but 
this destroyed grass. Any left was 
destroyed in drought of 1883

Demand in East began to fall and 
so did prices – industry became 
less profitable

Thousands of cattle were killed by 
icy blizzards and freezing 
temperatures in the severe winter 
of 1886-7

Open range replaced 
by small fenced-in 
ranches, thanks to 
barbed wire and wind 
pumps.

More and more homesteaders 

were coming onto the plains, and 

fencing off their farms with barbed 

wire, patented in 1874.



Why does the Open Range system on 
the Plains fail?
Overstocking

Demand

Weather 

John Iliff – his idea and how he made 
it work 

Condition of the meat

Refrigerated railcars

Why was unfenced ranching (‘Open Range’) 
on the Great Plains successful? (p61)

The Open Range was… it was successful 
because….

START

How did the 

cattle 

industry 

develop? What happens to the industry after 
the boom days end? 
Small ranches

Fenced off land

Conflict with homesteaders 
continues in the form of the 
Johnson county  war (next lesson)



Write a narrative account explaining why the cattle industry grew 
so quickly in the years 1865-85? – 8 marks

GUIDANCE
- A narrative account means you must give the events in order.
- For this question you need to include factors about why the cattle 
industry developed so quickly during this period
- But you need to explain the impact these factors had on the 

cattle industry 
- You must use linking connectives to ensure the events you 

describe are in order. 
- There are sentence starters to help you on slide 26

Activity – Complete the exam question. Approx. 30 minutes



Write a narrative account explaining why the cattle 
industry grew so quickly in the years 1865-85? – 8 marks

You can the following information to help you:

• 1865 – men return from civil war to find herds increased 
creating new trade opportunities outside of Texas.

• 1867- Joseph McCoy set up Abilene as the first cow 
town

• 1868 – John Iliff won a government contract to provide 
beef to the Sioux reservations

• 1880 – The first refrigerated railroad wagons were used.



Write a narrative account explaining why the cattle industry grew so 

quickly in the years 1865-85? – 8 marks

PLAN

PEE 1: 

[P] In 1867 Joseph McCoy developed the first cow town, known as Abilene. 

[EV] Describe the cow town and the purpose of it. 

[EX] Explain how this led to the growth of the cattle industry (avoided homesteaders, close to a river for water, an animal worth $5 in Texas 

could be sold for ten times the amount in Abilene.)

PEE 2: 

[P] In John Iliff was a successful entrepreneur and in 1868 he won a government contract to provide beef to the Sioux reservations.

[EV] Describe what actions John Illiff took to become successful on the Plains

[EX] Explain the impact of John Illiff ranching on the Plains. (less travelling for the cattle meant better beef)

USE

Linking 

connectives:

This led to

As a result

Consequently

Firstly

Secondly

Thirdly

Therefore



Self assessment – narrative analysis question – use the information below to give 
yourself a mark out of 8 – 10 minutes

Sequence and organisation

1 = Some organisation of the material

2 = Mostly organised e.g. a few 
linking connectives used

3 = Very organised – a clear sequence 
of events in the appropriate order

4 = Completely sequenced in the 
appropriate order with clear linking 
connectives throughout the answer

knowledge

1 = Vague information that is 
relevant

2 = Precise information but brief 

3 = Detailed knowledge shown

4 = Detailed knowledge and 
completely  accurate – clear 
understanding of the question

Write a narrative account explaining why the cattle 

industry grew so quickly in the years 1865-85? – 8 marks



Activity – draw or print a picture of a cowboy. 
Around the picture include the following information:
• What clothes and equipment he must have.
• What his life was life
• Jobs he had to do
• His wage 
You can use slides 29 and 30 to help you and the BBC bitesize website.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8cqk7h/revision/5

Approx. 40 minutes 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8cqk7h/revision/5


1860S-1880s
The life of a cowboy

Explanation

HARD AND DANGEROUS 

LONELY NOT WELL PAID

Cowboys could be in saddle 18hrs a 
day in dry, hot and dusty conditions 
during cattle drives. Rounding up 
and branding cattle could be very 
dangerous

Some jobs such as line-riding saw 
cowboys working on their own for 
long periods of time, especially in 
winter

Average wages were only $25-40 a 
month 

BUT:
Once paid at end of drive 
would spend money on 
gambling, drink etc and could 
get rowdy



COWBOYS
• Not all white – some black and Mexican

• Hard life
1. Rounding up and branding

2. Line riding – patrolled boundaries to stop cattle straying 
and other ranches’ animals coming onto their land

3. Stopped rustling , treated sick animals, shot wolves

4. Lonely and boring – often on own or in 2’s, sleeping on 
Plains

5. Poorly paid

6. Early trails dangerous – stampedes

• When the land was fenced they patrolled fence to 
repair any damage

• Main time of relaxation was after they were paid 
after drives to railroads



1. What year did the American Civil 
War end?

6. What did Joseph McCoy create? 11. What did John Iliff do? 16. Why was John Iliff so successful?

2. Where did the Cattle Industry first 
start?

7. Why was Abilene created? 12. Which state did John Iliff work in? 17. State 3 reasons why the Open 
Range declined.

3. Where did the first cattle trails go? 8. What were the advantages of 
Abilene over the old cattle trails?

13. What was the name of the cattle 
bred in Texas and driven to the 
railroad?

18. How did the role of the cowboy 
change on the Open Range?

4. What was the first cattle trail in the 
West?

9. What is Texas fever? 14. Why did ranchers come into 
conflict with Homesteaders?

19. How did the role of the cowboy 
change when the Open Range 
ended?

5. Name one problem with a cattle 
trail

10. Name two more problems 
associated with the cattle trails.

15. What technology did Iliff make 
use of?

20. What replaced the Open Range in 
the 1890s?

Complete this 
re-cap quiz to 
test your 
knowledge.
Approx. 20 
minutes



Task 11
The Johnson County War
This should take you approx. 2.5 hrs

- Read the following slides.



The 
Johnson 
County 
War 1892

This story 
takes place 
in Johnson 
County, 
Wyoming

Utah
Nevada

Oregon

Transcontinental 

railroad



The Johnson County War 1892

•Johnson County in Wyoming had been 

settled by cattle ranchers in the 1870’s.

•These men ran large scale ranches and were 

known as cattle barons. 

•They became very powerful and joined 

‘Wyoming Stock Growers Association’. The 

purpose of this group was to protect the 

interest of its powerful members

•But trouble was brewing between the Barons 

and the Homesteaders and small ranchers.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeIZQ5

h1Kwk

JCW Revision 4.25mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeIZQ5h1Kwk


The Johnson County War- Causes
Number one

Problems in cattle ranching: 

• Overstocking led to 

pressure on the grass which 
reduced the meat quality

• Climate -Droughts in 1883 

and harsh winter 1886-87 
damaged income from 
ranching

• Demand - beef prices 

falling as no longer in 
fashion

Number Two

•Growing 
numbers of 
homesteaders
and small 
ranchers 
settling in 
Wyoming 

• Disputes over 
landownership 
(barbed wire 
everyone 
fencing off 
their land)

Number three

Rustling 

In Texas a Maverick 
(motherless calf) could 
be branded and 
claimed by anyone

To some this was not a 
crime but to others it 
was classed as rustling.

The cattle barons lost 
cattle to rustlers and 
blamed the 
homesteaders and 
small ranchers

Hard to convict so 
hired own gun men-
Frank Canton as chief 
detective



1892 
War: Barons planned invasion of Johnson County with a death list of 70!  
Planned to capture town of Buffalo, kill sheriff & men on list!
Went wrong!  

Invaders (Cattle Barons) held up at KC Ranch by Nate Champion 
(homesteader) for a day!  

Town of Buffalo warned & ready.  

Invaders had to retreat & US cavalry had to save them.

The Johnson County War- Events

1889 
Murder: Jim Averill & Ella Watson killed (lived on land claimed by 
a cattle baron).  No one prosecuted, barons claimed they were 
rustlers.

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.229thavbn.com/1stcav/US-CAVALRY.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.229thavbn.com/1stcav/Movie.html&usg=__-hdp4W0ZNSKZdHCp94pmxPbZ12E=&h=326&w=455&sz=36&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=EHdUxX1VVyZvwM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q%3Dus%2Bcavalry%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss
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Results

Defeated cattle barons on trial, not convicted but lost 
some power. More Homesteaders encouraged to settle on 
the Plains. 

The Johnson County War- Results



Rustling Set up by cattlemen to control 
the financial territory of 
Wyoming

Wyoming Stock 
Growers 
association 

A motherless calf could be 
branded and claimed by 
anyone.
To some this was not a crime 
but to others it was classed as 
……………….

Cattle Baron Another name for a cattle 
rancher

Barbed wire A town in Wyoming

Johnson County Invented by Joseph Glidden in 
1874 to fence off land

Activity: After 
reading the 
previous slides 
complete this 
matching up 
task. 
(5 minutes)



Activity 

Complete your own storyboard explaining the causes/events/results 
of the Johnson county war. 
There is a template on the next slide and the first one has been 
completed as an example of the detail you need to include.

You can use the following websites to help you as well as the 
previous slides. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxf9bk7/revision/5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeIZQ5h1Kwk

This task should take about 1 hour. It needs to be detailed and 
illustrated. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxf9bk7/revision/5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeIZQ5h1Kwk


The Johnson County War

Causes of the Johnson County War 
include the falling price of beef and the 
harsh winter, which led to a loss of 
money for the Cattlemen. This led to 
tensions between the Homesteaders 
and the Cattlemen. 



Activity - You now need to decide who was to blame for the Johnson 

County War. Complete this table with your reasons. The first two have 

been started for you. (20 minutes)

Cattlemen to blame Homesteaders to blame

Wyoming Stock Growers Association meant 
that…….

Fencing off their land because……



Q2. Write a narrative account analysing the events of the Johnson County War in 1892. You may 
use the following in your answer: *The Wyoming Stock Growers Association, *Jim Averill and Ella 
Watson. You must also use information of your own. [8 marks]

Use the following sentence 
starters (you can use them 
more than once):

The JCW began when…
This led to… secondly, …
Following this…
This meant that… 
Therefore, …
As a result of this…

Your answer needs to have a 
sequence to it but also needs 
to include key knowledge and 
an explanation of that 
knowledge.

Here is an example of the detail you need to include – THIS IS NOT A 
FULL ANSWER, JUST THE BEGINNING OF ONE.

The Johnson County War began when there was a growing number of 
homesteaders settling in Wyoming. This led to disputes over land 
ownership as the cattle barons claimed it was theirs. Following this, it 
became commonplace for homesteaders to rustle. This made the cattle 
barons resent them as they saw this as a crime and were losing their 
cattle to rustlers. It was hard to convict someone of rustling as jurors 
often sided with ordinary citizens such as themselves rather than with 
the rich, powerful cattle barons. This meant that…….

Activity – exam question – 30 minutes 



Q2. Write a narrative account analysing the events of the Johnson County War in 1892. You 
may use the following in your answer: *The Wyoming Stock Growers Association, *Jim Averill 
and Ella Watson. You must also use information of your own. [8 marks]

Self assessment - give yourself a mark  out of 8 – (10 minutes) 

• Sequence and 
organisation

1 = Some organisation of the material

2 = Mostly organised e.g. a few 
linking connectives used

3 = Very organised – a clear sequence 
of events in the appropriate order

4 = Completely sequenced in the 
appropriate order with clear linking 
connectives throughout the answer

• Knowledge

1 = Vague information that is 
relevant

2 = Precise information but brief 

3 = Detailed knowledge shown

4 = Detailed knowledge and 
completely  accurate – clear 
understanding of the question



1. Who was involved in the Johnson County War?

2. What problems were there over land?

3. Name two causes of the Johnson county war

4. What did Joseph Glidden invent in 1874?

5. Who held off one group at the KC ranch?

6. What were the names of the two people who were lynched for cattle rustling?

7. What is cattle rustling?

8. Who are the cattle barons?

9. How many people were on the “hit list”?

10.What association did the cattle barons belong to?

Complete this quick quiz – 10 minutes 


