


TWOC by Marcus Romer

Target age group- you!

His inspiration for the 2 central characters 

was from a real life story surrounding a pair 

of teenagers in foster care, with problem 

backgrounds. In his play, he changed this. 

Neither  ‘Colly’ or ‘Viper’ are ‘in care’. 

Why would he make this change?



Background plotline & structure

 The play is cross-cut, starting with the line 

from a female teenager,

‘It seemed so harmless at first..I suppose I 

just didn’t think’.

 Why use this structure and then flashback 

to the start?



‘Twocking’ is illegal. 

It’s theft. 

It can result in a prison sentence. 

What other consequences could it result in?

Why do you think people do it? [motivation]

Read the characters’ direct address monologues. 

Work out  the ‘Given Circumstances’ [what we 

know]

Play- TWOC



Colly

It’s something for nothing isn’t it?  It’s a laugh.  Job?  Me?  
You’ve gotta be joking.  Well yeah course I’ve tried, schemes 
and all sorts, course I have… Poxy 35 quid for a full week’s 
work.  Nobody is gonna take advantage of me.  I mean I want it 
now, my dad works his tripe out and for what?  I can still get a 
better car than him.

No I haven’t got a problem at home,  I love my mum and dad, 
yeah note that down, they’re great.  So what am I supposed to 
do.  I mean I’m not gonna get whisked off to Hollywood am I?  
Invited by Benetton to do a few laps with Michael Schumacher.  
Daydream.

I taught myself, to be good, really good at something.  When 
I’m in there behind the wheel.. I’m in control, do you know how 
good that feels?  It’s that good, no one can catch me.

I showed her didn’t I, eh?  Life on the edge… can you imagine 
that.. Airton Senna, what a way to go, straight into a wall, end of 
story, national hero.  So now you know..  And yes, I would do it 
all again.



Viper

What does she know? She don’t know what it’s like and how 
boring everything is.  She never had all bloody key stage this 
and that and all that crap.  I mean, I don’t want to be stuck 
round here when I’m 25 with a kid and that,  I’m better than that.  
You’ve got to take it now while it’s here, that’s what Colly says. 
Colly was 18, used to go to my school.

I mean all them cars and that, they’re company cars.. Reps 
cars.  They don’t even have to pay the insurance do they?  I 
mean we’re not breaking into people’s houses are we?  That’s 
different, I don’t agree with that.  It’s not hurting anyone.  It’s a 
chance to you know, to get away for a bit, have a laugh and 
that.

After the first time I asked Colly if he’d let me come in a twoc he 
said no but I wanted to do it.  I don’t know why at the time, I just 
did.  I wanted to prove something, shock me mum.  I don’t 
know.  It seemed so harmless at first …. I didn’t want it to end 
up like it did,  I don’t know, I suppose I just didn’t think.



Hot-seating

• Answer the questions as if you are the 

character.

• It helps you get to know the character and 

get into their mindset.



It’s something for nothing isn’t it?  It’s a 
laugh.  Job?  Me?  You’ve gotta be 
joking.  Well yeah course I’ve tried, 
schemes and all sorts, course I 
have… Poxy 35 quid for a full week’s 
work.  Nobody is gonna take 
advantage of me.  I mean I want it 
now, my dad works his tripe out and 
for what?  I can still get a better car 
than him.

No I haven’t got a problem at home,  
I love my mum and dad, yeah note 
that down, they’re great.  So what 
am I supposed to do.  I mean I’m not 
gonna get whisked off to Hollywood 
am I?  Invited by Benetton to do a 
few laps with Michael Schumacher.  
Daydream.

I taught myself, to be good, really 
good at something.  When I’m in 
there behind the wheel.. I’m in 
control, do you know how good that 
feels?  It’s that good, no one can 
catch me.

I showed her didn’t I, eh?  Life on 
the edge… can you imagine that.. 
Airton Senna, what a way to go, 
straight into a wall, end of story, 
national hero.  So now you know..  
And yes, I would do it all again.

Work out his background & motivation

1. What’s your relationship with your 
dad?

2. Why do you joyride?

3. Why is Airton Senna  your role 
model?

4. At the end of the play, a lot of bad 
consequences happen. Why did you 
say..’Yes I would do it again?’

5. Why do you need to be ‘in control’?

6. What happened in your life to make 
you feel like you  had no control?



Why does she do it?
What does she know? She don’t know 
what it’s like and how boring 
everything is.  She never had all 
bloody key stage this and that and all 
that crap.  I mean, I don’t want to be 
stuck round here when I’m 25 with a 
kid and that,  I’m better than that.  
You’ve got to take it now while it’s 
here, that’s what Colly says. Colly was 
18, used to go to my school.

I mean all them cars and that, they’re 
company cars.. Reps cars.  They don’t 
even have to pay the insurance do 
they?  I mean we’re not breaking into 
people’s houses are we?  That’s 
different, I don’t agree with that.  It’s 
not hurting anyone.  It’s a chance to 
you know, to get away for a bit, have a 
laugh and that.

After the first time I asked Colly if he’d 
let me come in a twoc he said no but I 
wanted to do it.  I don’t know why at 
the time, I just did.  I wanted to prove 
something, shock me mum.  I don’t 
know.  It seemed so harmless at first 
…. I didn’t want it to end up like it did,  
I don’t know, I suppose I just didn’t 
think.

1. Why did you start going out 
with Colly?

2. Why did you originally think  
twocking isn’t a really bad a 
crime?

3. Is what you said - your real 
thoughts & opinions? 

4. Didn’t you think about the 
possible dangers to you and 
others?

5. Why do you now really regret 
getting involved, unlike 
Colly?



Now learn the monologue to 

perform.

 Use all your skills of 

vocal and non-verbal, 

physical skills.

 Chunk it into sections 

so you can learn it 

more easily.

 Good luck!


