
LESSON NUMBER 6

Title: Did the USA turn its back on the world 
after WW1?

You will see these symbols throughout this 
PowerPoint:

This means 
you have to 
think about 
an idea or 
answer, but 
no writing 

is needed.

This shows 
you how 
long to 
spend on a 
task.

This 
means 
you have 
to write 
an 
answer 
out.

This means 
you have to 
read some 
information.



What was the US policy of isolationism?

• The USA reluctantly got involved in the First
World War in 1917.

• Since its creation in 1776, the USA’s official
foreign policy was to isolate itself from
European problems and not get involved,
unless attacked. Historians have described this
policy as American Isolationism.

• However, in 1917, the USA joined Britain,
France and their allies against Germany and
Austria.

Starter task 1: In no less than ten words summarise the definition 
of isolationism



Britain & France were 

also ___________

Shared history & culture 

with ______

The sinking of the 

Lusitania led to anti-

______ feeling

The unrestricted U -boat 

campaign resulted in 

further _________deaths 

& loss of trade

The __________ 

Telegram led to the US 

ultimatum or finalwarning

The USA wanted to 

stay _______

The German 

government refused 

to abandon its  

________ campaign

April 1917, War

Why did the USA 

declare war on 

Germany?

Task 2a: Complete the gaps using the words in purple beneath the text. 

Zimmermann   American   neutral     German    allies      Britain    U-boat   



USA sent men to fight in 

Europe in ______

US Army lost ______

soldiers The FWW cost the USA 

fighting the war 

_____________

US supplied _______

and weapons to the allies
Extra troops helped to 

break the ________ on

the Western Front. 

The USA loaned 

money to Britain and 

France

Huge _________ 

boost for the allies 

when the US joined 

them 

Summary of the 

USA’s

Contribution to the 

FWW

Starter task 2b: Complete the gaps using the words in purple beneath the text. 

1917     Food       32 billon     116000       morale   loaned 



Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points

• In a speech to the US Congress in January 
1918, President Woodrow Wilson put 
forward his 14 points for a just and lasting 
peace after the First World War.

• These 14 points later became the basis for 
the negotiations at the Paris Peace 
Conference in 1919.

Only four out of the fourteen points 
were completely adopted in the Treaty 

of Versailles 1919. This was a key reason 
why the US Congress refused to ratify 

the Treaty of Versailles or join the 
League of Nations.

Read through



What is the message of this British Cartoon?

Using your source analysis skills from last lesson, what can we 
learn from this source about one possible impact of US 

isolationism on future world peace?



Task 3: Read through the information on your handout (slides 11-16) and use each of the steps 
below to complete your own copy of the table. (table in on slide 15)

Step 1 – Read through and
summarise each area in no more
than ten words.

Step 2 – Was it political or
economic isolation or BOTH?

Step 3 – In taking action, which
country did the US distance itself
from?



Economic Isolation

• All non-American goods had to pay a huge 
tariff or entry tax.  As a result, most Americans 
could only buy American goods

• These high tariffs made it difficult for other 
countries to trade with the USA and pay off 
their debts.

• Britain, France, Italy and Germany all suffered 
and this helped to contribute to the Wall 
Street Crash and the Great Depression

• Other countries put tariffs on US goods which 
made it harder for American farmers to export 
their surpluses. This led to many of them 
going bankrupt and losing their farms.

Fordney McCumber
Tarriff Act, 1922



Immigration Control

• Both before and during the FWW, millions of new 
immigrants from Eastern and Southern Europe tried 
to escape discrimination, poverty and lack of 
opportunity by moving to the USA

• Many Americans whose families had traditionally 
come from North and West Europe, were worried 
that their country was being swamped and taken over 
by people of different religions and cultures. 

• In 1917, a literacy test was introduced to help reduce 
immigration and Asians were no longer allowed to 
migrate to the USA. 

• In 1921, Immigration and Quota Act set strict limits on 
the number of people who could immigrate from 
particular countries.

What can we learn from this source about which 
countries the New Quota Act favoured?

What is a 
WASP?



Prohibition

• From 1900, there was a growing fear and suspicion of the 
new immigrants. Many were poor, uneducated and 
couldn’t speak English. They were often unfairly blamed for 
rising crime, gangsters, alcoholism and other social 
problems. 

• The First World War helped the Anti-Saloon League to win 
its fight to make the USA 'dry' and ban alcohol.  

• Many American brewers were German immigrants, so the 
League claimed that people who drank beer were traitors 
to their country.  

• Congress agreed with this view and in 1918 amended, or 
changed, the Constitution to prohibit (stop) Americans 
from making, selling or moving alcoholic drinks. 



Red Scare

• In 1919, there was a wave of strikes and 
Communist immigrants from Eastern Europe 
were blamed. 

• The Saco Vanzetti case seemed to prove that 
many immigrants were un-American and were 
spreading foreign ideas like Anarchism, Socialism 
and Communism. 

• There were a series of 'red scares' after a wave of 
bombings and the homes and places of work of 
Americans were searched by the police and FBI 
for weapons and illegal printing presses.

• This convinced many Americans that they needed 
to further isolate themselves from dangerous 
ideas from Europe and less led to attacks on 
immigrants by the KKK.



Great Depression

• All non-American goods had to pay a huge tariff or 
entry tax. As a result, most Americans could only 
therefore afford to buy American goods

• These high tariffs made it difficult for other countries 
to trade with the USA and pay off their debts from the 
FWW.

• Germany particularly suffered and couldn’t afford to 
pay back its debts, this was  contributing factor to the 
Wall Street Crash and the beginning of the Great 
Depression in 1929.

• Other countries also put tariffs on US goods which 
made it harder for American farmers to export their 
surpluses and caused many of them to go bankrupt in 
the 1920s & 30s.

Library of Congress, 

Migrant Farmer 1936



Second World War
• The decision to put tariffs and immigration 

restrictions on countries like Japan and Italy, 
increased their economic problems and led 
to the leaders of these countries pursuing 
more aggressive foreign policies.  

• The failure of the USA to join the League of 
Nations and help Britain and France to stop 
Germany from breaking the Treaty of 
Versailles was a direct cause of the Seconds 
World War.

• The American policy of isolationism lasted 
until 1941, when the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbour and both Germany and Japan 
declared war on the USA.

Neutrality Act,1939
The United States 
shall avoid, at all
costs, any war in

Europe. 
No President

will be allowed
to take the American

people into any 
conflict 



Brief summary of the 
issue

Political or economic
isolation

Country US isolated 
itself from

Economic isolation

Immigration control 

Prohibition

Red Scare 

Great Depression 

Second World War


