
Lesotho is a country located in southern Africa. It is a very unique country as 
it is completely surrounded by another country – South Africa!

Lesotho has few resources, high 
levels of poverty and is unable 
to feed its growing population. 

Most farms are subsistence 
(grow enough to feed their 

family only). The country relies 
heavily on South Africa 

economically.

Due to the high rainfall, Lesotho 
has water surplus (more water 
than it needs) and demand for 
water is low. They move water 

to South Africa, a country 
where there is water deficit
(not enough water to meet 

needs of people living there).



TASK: Research task
Conduct independent 

research into the
Highlands Water Project 
in Lesotho. Record your 

findings on the worksheet 
(click on the link on the 

website – you can either 
print and write onto it or 

use the sub-headings 
from the worksheet to 

create a written report).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Y
mr0sA65W0

http://www.thegeographeronline.net/
uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/water_sou
rce_case_study.pdf

The two links are a good starting point 
for your research. There is also a range 
of statements (on the next page) that 
can help you identify the advantages 

and disadvantages of the water transfer 
scheme for both Lesotho and South 

Africa!

http://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/water_source_case_study.pdf
http://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/water_source_case_study.pdf


Provides Lesotho 
with 75% of its 

GDP

Income from the 
scheme allows 

Lesotho to develop 
and improve their 

education and 
standard of living

Produces 
hydroelectricity, 
which provides 
Lesotho with 

power.

Reduces the 
impacts of regular 
drought in South 

Africa.

Reduces the 
damage caused by 
water pollution in 

South Africa 
(pollutants washed 

away by water)

Provides a reliable 
supply of water to 

South Africa, which 
would otherwise 
suffer due to lack 

of rainfall.

The construction 
has meant 30,000 

people had to 
move from their 
land in Lesotho.

The construction
has led to the 
destruction of 

unique wildlife and 
habitats in 
Lesotho. 

Corruption in 
Lesotho has meant 

the money isn’t 
being shared 
between the 

population fairly.

Estimated to cost 
South Africa US$4 

billion.

40% of the water is 
lost in South Africa 
(wasted) through 

leakages.

The poorest people 
in South Africa 

cannot afford to 
pay for the water.


