
Lesson title:

Changes to Quality of Life in Nigeria



GDP = Gross Domestic Product (total wealth of a country)
Nigeria’s GDP as significantly increased between 1990 and 2013. In 1990, 

Nigeria’s GDP was $54 billion. By 2013, this figure had risen to $515 
billion. This suggests Nigeria is experiencing economic development.

Economic development = a country’s economy is improving and making more 
money (it gets richer)

As a result, Nigeria has experienced the following:

• Industrial growth = increase in industry in Nigeria, e.g. more factories.

• Urban growth = increase in the number of people living in urban areas, e.g. 
towns and cities. Rural-urban migration occurs as people look for job 
opportunities in towns/cities.

• More commercial farming = farming to make money, e.g. selling crops (rather 
than just growing enough to sustain their own family)

• Deforestation = cutting down trees, e.g. to make space to farm

But is the QUALITY OF LIFE in Nigeria improving? Are people happier 
and healthier…?



Indicator (Nigerian data) 1990 2000 2005 2010 2013

Life expectancy at birth 46 47 49 51 52

Access to safe water (%) 46 55 59 63 64

Secondary school enrolment (%) 25 24 35 44 -

1. Calculate the mean life expectancy in Nigeria 
between 1990 and 2013

2. For the % of people with access to safe water, 
calculate the percentage increase between 1990 
and 2013

3. Calculate the difference between secondary 
school enrolment in 1990 and 2010

4. Does the data show that the QoL in Nigeria is 
improving or not? Explain your answer.

TASK 1: Draw a 
comparative bar graph 
for the data above 
(example of 
comparative bar graph 
on next page)

TASK 2: Answer tasks 
1-4 (see right) 

The data below can tell us more about quality of life in Nigeria…
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Example of Comparative Bar Graph:


