
Lesson title: 
Conflict in Somalia



Coup d'état: A group of 
people who overthrow a 

sitting government. 

Civil War: a war between 
people of the same country.

KEY TERMS:
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Somalia Somali 
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(1991 
onwards) 

Conflict prone areas of the world…



Somali 
Civil War 

(1991 
onwards)

Where is Somalia located?
Somalia is located on the continent of Africa. The closest ocean to 
the east is the Indian Ocean. The countries that border with it are 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti.



1. What happened in the 19th century that changed Somali for the worse?

2. What was the result of this for Somali? 

3. What happened after WW2? 

4. Somalia and Ethiopia were in conflict in the 1960s. Who won this? 

5. What happened in 1969? 

6. What did Major General Barre do when he took over?

7. Give one example of a social programme introduced by the new government.

8. What year did Somalia launch military operations in Ethiopia?

9. Why was Ethiopia vulnerable at to the attack?

10. What fraction of the Somalian army died whilst fighting in Ethiopia?

11. What caused a famine to “sweep across the Horn of Africa” during this time?

12. What was the impact of this?

13. What happened when Major General Barre fled in 1991?

14. “Highly skilled and well-educated civilians” fled Somalia after this – how did this worsen the problems?

TASK: Click on the link below and watch the video clip about origins of the civil war in 
Somalia. As you’re watch it, answer the questions carefully. You can either print a copy of the 
questions and answer underneath each one, or write out/type the answers on paper in full 

sentences.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clsarDL0RQY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clsarDL0RQY


1. What happened in the 19th century that changed Somali for the worse?
European explorers colonized the Horn of Africa.

2. What was the result of this for Somali?
British, French and Italian colonies established in Somali.

3. What happened after WW2?
The borders of the Horn of Africa were “re-designed,” meaning the boundary of 
Somalia changed. As a result, some Somalians were cut off from Somalian territory. 

4. Somalia and Ethiopia were in conflict in the 1960s. Who won this?
Ethiopia.

5. What happened in 1969?
The president was shot by his own bodyguards (a coup)

6. What did Major General Barre do when he took over?
Threw out the constitution and dissolved the parliament (democratic government 
became “one party system”)

7. Give one example of a social programme introduced by the new government.
Cooperative farms, factories, literacy programmes and tree planting campaigns.

Self-assessment: Check your answers and amend in purple pen!



8. What year did Somalia launch military operations in Ethiopia? 1977

9. Why was Ethiopia vulnerable at to the attack?
There was political unrest and a severe drought.

10.What fraction of the Somalian army died whilst fighting in Ethiopia? 1/3

11. What caused a famine to “sweep across the Horn of Africa” during this time?
A severe drought.

12.What was the impact of this?
The public were starving to death and people started to turn against the president 
(Major General Barre) leading to oppositional groups started forming against the 
government.

13.What happened when Major General Barre fled in 1991?
Country was left divided between groups trying to gain control of the country. Violence 
escalated and the army and law enforcement agencies dissolved. Somalia fell into war.

14.“Highly skilled and well-educated civilians” fled Somalia after this – how did this 
worsen the problems? No resources left to help rebuild state institution (army, police, 
etc.) which left the country open to extremist terrorist groups.



TASK: Read the statements carefully (on the next page) – they are the impacts 
of the civil war in Somalia. Rank them into a diamond 9 and explain your top 
and bottom choices. You can either write out the statements in a diamond 9 

shape or print them (then cut & stick them into a diamond 9 shape).

Since Barre fled in 1991, a civil war has been ongoing. 
With no single person or group willing to take control 

lead of the country, it has been unable to develop. 
Instead, it has been vulnerable to very dangerous and 

violent groups.

Biggest impact because…

Smallest impact because…

Extension: Use three colours to 
colour-code the effects into social, 

economic and political.

Challenge: How could the civil war 
slow development in Somalia? Link 

your ideas back to Y8!


