
Kindertransport was the name given to the mission which 

took thousands of children to safety ahead of World War 

Two (1939-1945).

It helped 10,000 children to escape from Adolf Hitler's reign of 

terror in parts of Europe controlled by the Nazis.

It is called this as kinder means 'children' in German.

But why was there a need for this? 

Title: Why did Britain set up the kindertransport?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175


Introduction
• Once Hitler and the Nazis came to power 
in 1933, they set about persecuting Jews 
within Germany

• Historians class this as the earliest 
stages of the Holocaust 

• Between 1933 until World War 2 in 
1939, Jewish life was changed forever

So, why did the Nazis persecute Jews 
in the 1930s?



Why Did Hitler Hate Jewish 
People?

Hitler believed  the idea that Jews 
were to blame for Germany’s 
problems. 

He blamed them for :

1: His failure to get into art 
college.

2 : Taking the jobs of ‘real 
Germans’ when he was unemployed,  
penniless and homeless.

3:The ‘stab in the back’ myth and 
the loss of WW1.

4: Being part of the Communist 
conspiracy to take over Germany.



Task 1

• Cut out the events and arrange them chronologically (read and consider them)

• Next, Categorise them as
1. From least serious to most serious
2. From least likely to most likely

Task 2

Answer these questions in FULL sentences:

1. When are the policies mild? Why do you think this is?

2. When are the policies most extreme? Why do you think this is?

3. How do the policies progress from mild to extreme? (slowly, quickly)

Stick them in your book from the most mild to the most extreme

Challenge – Overtime what impact do you think these policies would have had on the Jewish people’s lives?
Super challenge - Do you think at any point the Germans people could have stopped these policies from happening? 
If so when?



July 1935

Young Jews were not allowed to go on walks in groups of more 
than twenty.

October 1938

Jewish passports had to be stamped with the letter ‘J’. Some 
Jewish passports were taken.

June 1942

All schools were closed to Jewish children.

September 1941

All Jews over the age of six had to wear the yellow star of 
David, with the word “Jude” (Jew) written on it.

November 1938

Jews were banned from running a business.

January 1936

Jews had to hand over electrical equipment, bicycles and 
typewriters.

September 1939

Jews were not allowed to leave their homes after 8p.m. in the 
winter or 9p.m. in the summer. 

March 1941

All Jews were forced to do labour. 

August 1936

Anti-Jewish posters were temporarily removed during the 
Olympic games, which took place in Berlin. 

November 1938

Jews were banned from visiting cinemas, theatres and 
concerts. 

July 1942

Jews were no longer allowed to buy eggs or to have fresh 
milk.

April 1935

Jews were only allowed to sit on benches marked “For Jews.”

April 1933

Jews were excluded from sport and gymnastic clubs.

July 1942

Berlin Jews were taken to the extermination camp Auschwitz. 



Extreme
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1933

Hitler is 
appointed 
Chancellor 
of Germany

1934

‘Night of 
the Long 
Knives’ 
Hitler 
removes 
the SA

1937

No 
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1942
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sent to 
death 
camps
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Example of plotting on the graph



Task 2: You are going to watch some documentaries about the kindertransport.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Era_O5PS0bA

BBC Teach, 5.48mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4sTG1pD52I

Documentary, 9.50mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Era_O5PS0bA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4sTG1pD52I


Kindertransport was the name given to the mission which took 

thousands of children to safety ahead of World War Two (1939-

1945).

It helped 10,000 children to escape from Adolf Hitler's reign of terror 

in parts of Europe controlled by the Nazis.

It is called this as kinder means 'children' in German.

But why was there a need for this? 

Answer this question using your new 

knowledge as evidence

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175

