
1. What can you see?

I can see…… 

3. Why might this be happening? 

This is happening because……

2. What can 
you infer? – What do you think is 
going on? 
I think that…..

End of the lesson:
What do you know 
now?



http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztxrwmn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOrx1WqgmUU
Cartoon clip intro 
to Dunkirk

Title: Dunkirk – Triumph or disaster?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOrx1WqgmUU


What does a 
triumph (success) 

in battle look 
like? 

What does a 
disaster (failure) in 

battle look like?



1940

6 weeks



Chaotic 

ill disciplined 

Drunkenness

Disorganised 

Fighting 

Rebellious 

Failure

Skilled

Amazing 

Disciplined

Organised 

Miracle 

Triumph 

Valour 

Clip 1
Clip 2

Chaotic 

ill disciplined 

Drunkenness

Disorganised 

Fighting 

Rebellious 

Failure

Skilled

Amazing 

Disciplined

Organised 

Miracle 

Triumph 

Valour 

Underline the words that describe each clip. 
Can you think of anymore?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXTnRdMdZXA

From 2 mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSoDLfQKhGIClip one

Clip two

atonement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwlyX-94o-4
Dunkirk 
movie

Teacher – these are the clips – choose two and give 
pupils the previous slide so they can underline key 
words



Source 1. What does the source 
suggest about 
Dunkirk?

What information can you 
get from the source?

2. Do you think the author 
believes Dunkirk was 
triumph or a disaster?
What makes you think 
that? – Key words

3. Is it reliable? (how 
trustworthy) is the 
source? 
Can we trust what it is 
saying?

4. Now you’ve seen the 
provenance is it still 
reliable?
Have you changed your 
mind about it’s reliability?

A

B

C

Extension -
D

Provenance = information about the source (author, date, motive)



Source A Source B
All night and all day men of the undefeated British Expeditionary 
Force have been coming home. From interviews with the men it 
is clear they have come back in glory; that their morale is as high 
as ever, and that they are anxious to be back again “To have a 
real crack at Jerry” (the Germans).

Source C
There were lines of men waiting in queues 

until boats arrived to transport them, a 

score (20) or so at a time, to steamers and 

warships. The queues stood there fixed 

and regular, no bunching, no pushing…

Stepping over the bodies we marched 

onto the beach. A horrible stench of blood 

and mutilated flesh pervaded the place. 

There was no escape from it. We might 

have been walking through a 

slaughterhouse on a hot day.

“BLOODY MARVELLOUS!”

Extension - Source D
(At Dunkirk) a miracle was born. This land of Britain 
is rich in heroes. She had brave daring men in her 
Navy and Air Force as well as in her army. That 
night when the word went round in all the south-
east ports of Britain, there was not a man or boy 
who knew how to handle a boat was not prepared 
to give his own life to save some unknown son of 
his country who had faced without flinching, the 
red hell of Flanders. For almost a week the epic 
went on. The little ships dodged their way up the 
waters and hauled over their sides the soldiers who 
waded waist deep to safety.



Source A Source B
All night and all day men of the undefeated British Expeditionary Force have been 
coming home. From interviews with the men it is clear they have come back in glory; 
that their morale is as high as ever, and that they are anxious to be back again “To 
have a real crack at Jerry” (the Germans).

From the BBC six o’clock radio news bulletin on 31 May 1940. This was the first 
report about Dunkirk that was broadcast.
Prompt question:
- Why might the BBC want to broadcast a positive message?

Source C
There were lines of men waiting in queues until 

boats arrived to transport them, a score (20) or 

so at a time, to steamers and warships. The 

queues stood there fixed and regular, no 

bunching, no pushing…

Stepping over the bodies we marched onto the 

beach. A horrible stench of blood and mutilated 

flesh pervaded the place. There was no escape 

from it. We might have been walking through a 

slaughterhouse on a hot day.

A first-hand account by a gunner officer, 
published in 1940.
Is he likely to be telling the truth?

“BLOODY MARVELLOUS!”

A Daily Mirror headline at the time.
Prompt question:
- How might the media impact on the people of 
Britain?

Extension - Source D
(At Dunkirk) a miracle was born. This land of Britain is rich in 
heroes. She had brave daring men in her Navy and Air Force as 
well as in her army. That night when the word went round in all the 
south-east ports of Britain, there was not a man or boy who knew 
how to handle a boat was not prepared to give his own life to save 
some unknown son of his country who had faced without 
flinching, the red hell of Flanders. For almost a week the epic went 
on. The little ships dodged their way up the waters and hauled 
over their sides the soldiers who waded waist deep to safety.

From a book published in England in July 1940.
Prompt question:
What might the purpose of the source be?
Why is the Dunkirk shown in this way?


