
Greek Theatre Lesson 1

• Our aim is to help you explore different 

stories from Ancient Greece and discover 

what it would be like to go to see a play in 

those times. This is so that you understand 

how theatre began and get involved in 

acting a part in a play.



The 

Groovy 

Greeks 

invented 

theatre!!



Think 

• What Greek stories/myths do you 

already know?

• Have you ever been to Greece or seen 

pictures of an Ancient Greek theatre?



What are the similarities and differences between 

this ancient Greek Theatre and a more modern 

one like Wakefield Theatre Royal?



Think

• Greek Theatres were outdoors 

and could seat 1000s of 

people.

How do you think the 

audience could still hear and 

see the action? 

• Remember there is no 

electricity with speakers or 

microphones. Those at the 

back would be a very long way 

from the stage!



ANCIENT GREEK THEATRE

MAIN OBJECTIVES TODAY-

1.Find out what is a Greek CHORUS.

1.Discover what their job was. How did it help tell 
the story [play]

1.Explore how to tell a story of Theseus & the 

Minotaur using ‘chorus’.



In Greek productions

• One of the key ways they told the story was 

with a CHORUS. [remember this key word]

A group of people who NARRATE the story 



CHORUS

Sometimes one person would tell the story 

and sometimes they would all speak at the 

same time this is called ‘choral’ speech.

So if, for example, 4 of you were the 

'chorus' you might all say together, 

starting at the same time…."once upon a 

time". 

They could narrate events that happen 

offstage that would be hard to act out eg 

big sea battles! Many voices speaking in 

unison would be louder too!



Practical task-

Imagine you’re part of the Greek Chorus. 

Read out loud the story on the next slide. 

Make your voice clear & expressive.

If you have someone you can work with at 
home, see if you can speak in unison [ at the 
same time!] Good Luck!



THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR

1. In Athens, Theseus asks his father if he can go and kill the 
Minotaur. After much debate, he says yes.

1. The king tells Theseus that he must change the sails on 
his boat from black to white, if he does kill the beast.

1. On arrival at Crete, Theseus falls in love with the enemy 
king’s daughter, Ariadne. 

1. Ariadne gives Thee-se-us some magic wool and a sword to 
kill the Minotaur.

1. Theseus kills the Minotaur and with the magic wool he 
gets out of the maze. 

1. He leaves Crete for Athens but by mistake, he leaves 
Aridane on an island.

1. Theseus has forgotten to change his sails over. His father 
thinks he is dead and jumps into the sea.

1. Theseus renames the sea, the Aegean sea, in memory of 
his father.    

Practise in unison



• Was your voice expressive and clear?

• Remember the chorus had to reach 1000s of 

audience members.

• If your voice sounded the same all the way 

through , it wouldn’t grip the audience or 

create the right atmosphere. It’s a dramatic 

story!

• Try it again and this time add some 

gestures [hand signals] or movement 

to bring it more to life. 



Answers to slides 4 & 5

follow



How could the audience 

understand the action.
• The hill that the theatre was carved 

into , naturally amplified the sound. 

[think echo effect]

• Actors wore masks, but there were 

holes in them and a sort of 

mouthpiece that directed the sound 

forward.

• They wore padded costumes so they 

would stand out, even if you were 

stood at the back – you would know 

who’s who.



Final task - send me your answers  to 

these questions by June 5th 

1. What is a Greek Chorus?

2. Why was it a useful way of telling the story?

3. Why & how did King Aegeus die?

4. Find out who these 3 Greek characters are

A

B

C



Extension task

• The work on the next slide is for you.



• King Aegeus had to send 14 people to be killed 
by the minotaur on the island of Crete. No one 
ever survived.

• Why did he have to send these people?

• Imagine you are King and had a free choice of 
who you would send. WHO would you choose & 
WHY ?

• Why do you think King Minos of Crete, forced 
Aegeus to send the type of people he did?

Research and imagination


