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What does this mean?

Nomadic 

People (or nomads) are people who move from one place to 
another instead of  living in one place.

What does 
it mean? –
Plains 
Indians?

The plains 
Indians followed 
the herds of 
buffalo across 
the land

They used the 
buffalo for 
everything. 
-Food
-Clothes 

Therefore they 
had to move as 
the buffalo did 

Write your own definition for nomadic



How Did the Indians Solve 
the Problems of Living on 

the Great Plains?





Buffalo Skin Fire

Cone-shaped

Scalps hanging as trophies
Flaps for smoke / adjust to 
the weather

Poles supporting tipi 
(travois)

Furs

The tipi could be taken down and packed ready for transport in 
10 minutes!

add detail to each of the headings – think about how each feature helped them survive on the plains.

Smoke-free inside. Plus, the 
sides of the tipi were rolled 
up to let in the cooling 
breezes or packed down with 
earth to insulate in the 
winter.

Makes it able to cope with 
the strong winds. Air moved 
round the cone shape rather 
than slamming into it and 
knocking it over (aero-
dynamic)

Held up the tent and were 
also used as a sled  (travois)
to attach to a horse who 
could then transport the tipi

Decoration on the outside

Women 
Owned the tipi, 
moved it and 
looked after it

Scalps of enemies 
would glorify the 
warriors abilities 
in battle



What do we know about the 

climate of the Great plains?

No building materials

Hot/cold – extreme weather

Sides of the tipi 
were rolled up 
to let in the 
cooling breezes

Mounds of earth supported 
the sides of the tipi to keep 
as much heat in as possible.

The tipi is a cone shape which makes it strong and sturdy, the plains experienced 
very strong winds  and therefore the Tipi’s needed to have a strong shape in order 
to remain standing. 

Only had 
access to 
certain 
materials



Match up 

Explain how each feature helped the Indians 

to live on the plains.

Taken down quickly

Scalps hanging 

Poles supporting tipi

Buffalo Skin

Cone-shaped

Furs

Useful for supporting the tipi 
and moving belongings

Protect from windy 
weather

Indicate skill and bravery

For warmth 

Good as they were nomadic 

Hard wearing material

This helped them survive on 
the plains because……..



The horse: It was a means of transport for home 
and family, it was used in hunting and it played an 
important role in warfare. It allowed warriors to 
raid over much longer distances and it gave a new 
reason for warfare- stealing horses. It also 
changed the way that individuals actually fought. 
It led to war skills and horsemanship becoming an 
important measure of bravery and status in Plains 
society.  The horse was so vital to life on the 
Plains that both individuals and tribes counted 
their wealth by the number of horses they 
owned. In the 1870s the Hunkpapa Sioux sub 
tribe had 3500 horses and 2900 Indians whilst 
the Comanche had nearly 8000 horses and 3000 
Indians.   The horse increased tribal mobility, 
enlarged hunting ranges, provided competitive 
advantage with other tribes.   They could also be 
used to carry heavy loads (travois) making many 
tribes able to live a NOMADIC lifestyle. 



Quick quiz

1. What does nomadic mean?

2. What was the climate like on the Plains in summer and 

winter?

3. Why was the cone-shape of the tipi suitable for the 

Plains?

4. How could a tipi be climate controlled from the heat of 

the summer and cold of the winter?

5. Who owned the tipi and how quickly could they pack it 

away?

6. Who first introduced horses to the Americas?

7. What was a horse a sign of in a Native American tribe?

8. What is a travois?



Quick quiz

back of your book!
1. What does nomadic mean? When the tribe move around, 

not settled in one place

2. What was the climate like on the Plains in summer 

and winter?

Summer – droughts

Winter - blizzards

3. Why was the cone-shape of the tipi suitable for 

the Plains?

It made it aerodynamic and 

couldn’t be blown away

4. How could a tipi be climate controlled from the 

heat of the summer and cold of the winter?

Summer – flaps to let in a 

breeze

Winter – banked the bottom 

with earth to insulate it

5. Who owned the tipi and how quickly could they 

pack it away?

Owned by the woman – packed 

away in 10mins

6. Who first introduced horses to the Americas? Spanish

7. What was a horse a sign of in a Native American 

tribe?

Wealth 

8. What is a travois? The wooden poles that hold the 

tipi and can be used as a sled





Question 3 on your American West paper will look like:

Q3. Explain two of the following:

• The importance of the buffalo to the Plains Indians’ way of life

• The importance of the tipi to the Plains Indians’ way of life

• The importance of breeding and training horses to the way of life 
and means of survival of the Plains Indians

16 marks (8 + 8) *You get 1½ pages to write an answer and should 
structure it as 2 PEE sections 

You are only going to explain one point today

 The importance of breeding and training horses to the way of life 
and means of survival of the Plains Indians.

Guidance on answering this point on the next slide



Explain the importance of the tipi to the Plains Indians’ way of life 

(8 marks)

The tipi was important to the Plains Indians way of life as it 
helped them solve the problems of living on the Great Plains in a 
number of ways. 

In the summer the plains experienced very hot weather, making 
many parts like the desert. The tipi helped to solve this because 
the bottom could be rolled up, which kept the inside cool during 
the hot summer months. The tipi was also useful during winter 
because it could be packed with mud which helped the Tipi to 
stay warm. As a result, the tipi was vitally important in allowing 
the Indians to survive the harsh climate of the Great Plains 
because in winter the Plains could get very cold due to it being 
a vast open space with no natural wind breaks or sheltered 
spots.

The shape of the tipi also helped the Native Americans to solve 
another problem with living on the plains. The tipi is a cone 
shape which makes it strong and sturdy, this was useful because 
the Plains experienced very strong winds and therefore the Tipi’s 
needed to have a strong shape in order to remain standing.

Point

Evidence

(explanations 
with each 
example)

OR explanation in 
its own 
paragraph



Question 3 on your American West paper will look like:

Q3. Explain two of the following:
• The importance of the buffalo to the Plains Indians’ way of life

[P]The buffalo was important to the Plains Indians way of life as it helped them solve 
the problems of living on the Great Plains in a number of ways, 

[EV] for example, the buffalo provided...

[EX] This was important to their way of life because…

[P] Another reason why the buffalo was important is because it meant they…

[EV] for example…

[EX] This was important to their way of life because…

You are only going to explain one point today. 
One side of A4 for Two PEE sections



Self-assessment
Explain the importance of the buffalo to the Plains 

Indians’ way of life (8 marks)

Compare your answer to this top mark response. Then write ONE WWW and 
ONE EBI for the next time you do this question style.

WWW Criteria:
 Clearly 

(coherently) 
structured as 
PEE

 Accurate and 
detailed 
evidence 
(knowledge)

 Importance 
is explained 
(analysed) in 
detail

Possible EBI’s:
 structure as a PEE

 More examples / 
detail needed 
(knowledge)

 Make sure you 
explain WHY this 
makes the buffalo 
important to their 
life on the Plains

OR…
 Explain 

importance in 
more detail

One reason why the Plains Indians needed the 
buffalo was for their hide. This was used to 
make belts, shields and horse harnesses. It 
could also be tanned to create clothes and 
most importantly, tipi covers. These items 
were essential to the Indians survival as they 
had no other way of creating shelter and 
protection from the elements. Consequently,
the hide was shaped into a conical tipi tent 
that could withstand the high winds without 
being knocked down; it was also useful as the 
hide coverings could be folded and packed 
away quickly when the tribe needed to follow 
the migrating herds of buffalo.

Use a green 
pen or 

highlighter 
on your 

explanation 
bit


