
Friday, 11 December 2020
U.S Government Policy towards the Native Americans

1. Explain what 
counting coup is

2. Why are horses 
important to the 

Indians?

3. Why did the 
white Americans 

call the Plains ‘The 
Great American 

Desert’?

Starter

LO: To know what the government did to help control the Indians.



The Bureau for Indian affairs 
said that the Great Plains 
should be a reservation for 
all Indian tribes where they 
could freely roam and hunt.

The 95th meridian became 
the ‘Permanent Indian 
Frontier’ and by 1840, all 
tribes had been moved to 
the west of this line. 

Why do you think the US 
Government moved the 

Indian tribes to the 
‘Permanent Indian 

Frontier’?



A permanent Indian frontier was created

Some of the land that settlers wanted to farm was occupied by the 

Native American ……………………………., such as the Cherokee, Creek, 

Choctaw, Chicksaw and Seminole. 

Many US citizens saw the Native American way of life as 

…………………………… and uncivilised – they wanted them to be moved 

off the land so that it could be ……………………………….. and settled.

In 1830 the Indian Removal Act was passed – this 

……………………………… the president to grant tribes land on the Great 

Plains in exchange for their land in the ……………………... The intention 

was that Native Americans would live on the Great Plains, while 

settlers farmed land in the East. The Plains would be like one 

…………………………… Indian reservation. The boundary between the 

two regions was known as the Permanent Indian Frontier. In 1851, 

the government brought in an Act that ………………………. recognised 

reservations. It also intended to protect Indians from westward 

………………………………….
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Indians 
moved

‘Permanent 
Indian Frontier’ 



watch this video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr9nCg3J
qvc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr9nCg3Jqvc


A permanent Indian frontier was created

Some of the land that settlers wanted to farm was occupied by the Native American tribes, 
such as the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chicksaw and Seminole. 
Many US citizens saw the Native American way of life as inferior and uncivilised – they 
wanted them to be moved off the land so that it could be farmed and settled.
In 1830 the Indian Removal Act was passed – this authorised the president to grant tribes 
land on the Great Plains in exchange for their land in the East. The intention was that Native 
Americans would live on the Great Plains, while settlers farmed land in the East. The Plains 
would be like one large Indian reservation. The boundary between the two regions was 
known as the Permanent Indian Frontier. In 1851, the government brought in an Act that 
legally recognised reservations. It also intended to protect Indians from westward expansion.

What was the Indian Removal Act? 

https://www.tutor2u.net/history/reference/the-permanent-indian-frontier

https://www.tutor2u.net/history/reference/the-permanent-indian-frontier


95th meridian 

Indians moved

‘Permanent 
Indian Frontier’ 



What happened when they 
moved?

• Once the Indians were moved the whites were 
allowed to seize and settle in former tribal lands.

• This system only worked if there was unwanted 
land to move the Indians to.

• However in the mid 1800’s whites began to move 
onto the final stronghold of the Native Americans, 
the Great Plains!!!

What do you think happed to 
the ‘Permanent Indian Frontier’ 

once the whites started to 
move onto the Great Plains?



Indian Appropriation Act 1851
• The US government wanted the whites to move west 

and set up towns to make money and to take control of 
the whole of land to make the USA.

• So they put together funds to move western tribes onto 
reservations.

• The reservations would be lands that made agricultural 
pursuits (farming) impossible, lands the white wouldn’t 
want!

• The Government at the time said reservations were to 
be created in order to protect the Indians from the 
whites moving westwards.



Explain one consequence of the Indian Removal Act 1830 (4 marks)

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 was a law that said any Native 
American tribes living in the East would be forcible removed onto the 
Plains. A boundary was then set up called the Permanent Indian 
Frontier because the settlers were not interested in living on the Plains 
at this points as they saw it as inhospitable. 

The effects (consequences) of this law on the Native Americans was 
that thousands died when they were forcibly removed by the U.S army. 
They then had to try and survive in a new environment (the Plains) to 
which their lifestyles had not been adapted, unlike the Sioux, etc. 
The consequences for the Settlers was that they could now buy, own 
and farm land in the East without Native American interference or 
conflict.

Specific 
knowledge about 
the topic used to 
support the 
explanation

Explanation of 
consequences


