
Why did US settlers go west? 

In the 1840s thousands of men, women and children packed their 

possessions onto wagons and migrated (moved) to Oregon and 

California. They were called PIONEERS because they were the first large 

group to cross the continent and settle in the West. 

People needed to cross the Plains not settle there



What is Manifest Destiny?

This is the attitude of the white settlers who believed it 
was God’s will for them to move West and spread their 
culture and way of life. 



How does the next slide show the white settlers’ & 
government attitude to settling the west?

What does the picture show?
Annotate it in your books (you have a copy stuck in)

It’s an optimistic view of the west – makes it look nice & 
easy to settle there, eg only 2 Indians, not stopping 
them, green open space for farming etc





How does the next slide show the white settlers’ & 
government attitude to settling the west?

What does the picture show?
Annotate it in your books (you have a copy stuck in)

It shows civilisation being brought to the west, eg
transport, Indians running away, ‘lightness’ in the 
picture’s colours







How the West was won – episode 1 (Ray Mears)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG2VyZeu8cA

•Watch from start to 4.35mins as an introduction 
to Manifest Destiny. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG2VyZeu8cA


Indians attitude 

towards land

Settlers attitude 

towards land

Write the statements in the correct 
box.

1. They believed they came from the 
earth like animals & plants.

2. No-one can own the land

3. Believed they could negotiate to 
buy land using treaties (contracts) 
or force (U.S. Army)

4. Some high places were sacred e.g. 
Black Hills

5. The land contains the bodies & 
blood of their ancestors

6. People want to OWN land i.e. to 
farm, mine, buy or sell.



Indians attitude towards land Settlers attitude towards land

Attitudes to land

The Plains Indians and the white settlers had very ……………………………….. opinions about land. The Native Americans didn’t 
see land as something that could be ……………………………… and sold – land belonged to everyone. Some of the land the 
settlers wanted to ………………………… was occupied by the Native Americans. 
This created ………………………… between settlers and the Plains Indians. The Plains Indians didn’t like settlers moving across 
their land, and the two groups couldn’t ………………………… together – the …………………. culture of the Plains Indians clashed 
with the desire of settlers to …………………………. off and settle the land. 

Bought, nomadic, different, farm, live, conflict, fence

Write the statements in the correct box.
1. They believed they came from the earth like animals 

& plants.

2. No-one can own the land

3. Believed they could negotiate to buy land using 
treaties (contracts) or force (U.S. Army)

4. Some high places were sacred e.g. Black Hills

5. The land contains the bodies & blood of their 
ancestors

6. People want to OWN land i.e. to farm, mine, buy or 
sell.



Economic depression
In 1837 the US was hit by a 
depression. Banks 
collapsed and many people 
lost their savings. High 
unemployment drove 
some to seek a new life 
out West. 

Mountain Men
The discovery of the South 
Pass through the Rockies 
and their role as guides 
meant that the Mountain 
Men enabled the pioneers 
to travel first to Oregon 
and later to California.

Unsettled farmland in 
Oregon and California
The Mountain Men and 
early settlers sent back 
East tales of how much 
freely available fertile 
farmland there was in 
Oregon. They also spoke of 
free land in California with 
its sunny climate that was 
ideal for fruit farming. 

Victory over Mexico
California became part of 
the US in 1848,which 
made it more accessible 
and attractive to settlers

Negotiation with Britain
Oregon became part of the 
US in 1846, which made it 
more accessible and 
attractive to settlers.

Government 
encouragement
In 1842 the government 
passed a pre-emption bill. 
If a farmer cleared the land 
and lived on it he could 
buy it for the sum of $1.25 
an acre – This gave people
an incentive to move West.

Searching for space 
Land shortage as a result 
of population growth. 
Farmers began to feel 
“crowded”.

Manifest destiny
For many Americans, it 
was their God-given duty 
to spread their 
“civilization” and 
democracy across the 
continent to the pacific 
regions of Oregon and 
California. 

Collapse in cereal crop 
prices. 
Farmers in the Mississippi 
valley struggled to make 
ends meet as the 
economic situation caused 
wheat and corn prices to 
plummet. The chance of 
starting again in the West 
sounded attractive to 
some.

Push or Pull factors 
- USE A KEY TO DECIDE

Push 

Pull 



Look at the map on the next slide think about what it 
shows



Mountain 
Men trails 
from the 
1820s.

Mountain 
Men acted 
as guides 
to pioneer 
families 
heading 
West.



What was the journey like?

‘Prairie Schooner’ – A typical wagon

When the pioneers set out they faced a journey of 3000 kilometres along trails that had 
only recently been discovered. It was considered good if they completed the journey in 6 
months.

1 in 10 would die before they reached their destination.

Why did people want to go?

What did they need to take?

What should they expect?

What was the journey like?



What was the journey like?

Many obstacles stood their 
way - e.g. sand dunes, 
muddy flat land, mountains 
& steep pathways, fast 
flowing rivers & desert. The 
land was different in many 
places & difficult to survive 
on.

Journeys started at 
Independence or St Joseph 
in Missouri.

The climate was hard to deal with - sometimes 
really hot, so little can survive and sometimes 
freezing cold. Hailstones might fall or there might 
be no rain for days. 

The best chance of safe 
crossing was to be part of 
a WAGON TRAIN led by a 
pilot and his scout.

Wagons were pulled by 
oxen, mules or horses.

Wagons were loaded 
with supplies and 
equipment needed for 
their new life. Plus 
valued possessions!

Items usually had to be 
thrown off to cross deep 
rivers and climb the 
mountain passes.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmxZ4vMTPVg Watch from 16 mins to 25.16mins

Different 
experiences 
on the trail

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmxZ4vMTPVg

