
Titles: Remember that you need to think carefully when you 
see the titles and do not just go for the most obvious plot. 
“The Stranger” did not have to be about being followed. It 
could have been about a new pupil at school. You might 
have felt like a stranger when you joined a new club or team. 
Think about what you talked about in class.   Look at the 
Five Point Plan . 
Keep it: realistic; a snapshot of time; no more than 3 
characters; ensure that it allows you to use imagery and be 
descriptive. 
 
Consider these four titles. Choose one and plan its plot in 
the box on the right . 

a) The Locked Door 
b) Grandad 
c) A story that begins, “This was going to be the worst 

day ever…” 
d) A story that ends, “ …so now I knew the truth.” 

 

 

Consider the setting or settings  - think before 
you write: (weather/places/atmosphere). 
Imagine that you are zooming in through the 
camera lens (like we discussed in class). 
Write some phrases that are descriptive or 

use imagery that you might use in this story. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Your main character (s) : no more than 3.  



Think about people who you know and base your main 
character on them. This will make your characters realistic. 
Look at what happens to them.  
How will you SHOW DON’T TELL their feelings? Thoughts? 
Reactions? 
Consider how others react towards them too. 
Write some of their key parts and work on how you can use 
sentence lengths and types to show rather than tell. Actually 
write sections of your story in the right hand box. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Story Opening and Ending 
How will your story begin? Focus on action? Focus on 
place? Burst of speech? 
Remember: show don’t tell. Use sentence openers well and 
sentence  types. 
Write your opening in the box opposite. 
 
The ending : main character – thoughts and feelings. Can 
you make links to earlier descriptions (weather/setting etc)? 
Write your ending in the box opposite. 

 

 


