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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well.  I want to start this week’s letter by thanking 
parents/carers for all the support you have given to the school and your children over the last 6 weeks.  I fully 
appreciate how difficult it is trying to support your child’s learning whilst at the same time dealing with all the 
other pressures that exist.  You are trying to be parent/carer and teacher and neither job is easy!  However, 
you have done an incredible job. Well done and thank you!  
 
Message to all pupils 
I also want to thank the pupils for their work.  Again, it is very different to work at home.  You have had to 
learn new skills, create more of your own structure and once again deal with a national lockdown.  But all our 
trackers in school, looking at pupil engagement, tell us that you are working hard. Your teachers are very 
proud of the work you have completed which will of course help you with your long term learning, but also 
the skill of independence and self-motivation.  You have developed two characteristics that enable people to 
become successful in whatever they decide to do.  Well done!  This Friday is no screen day which will allow 
you to have a full day away from your screens, but still continue to learn valuable skills and apply your 
knowledge to different activities and challenges.  I am looking forward to seeing some of the incredible work 
that is produced and achievements made. 
 
Half Term 
School is closed from this Friday 12th February and will re-open to our vulnerable pupils and the children of 
critical workers, who have been attending school, on Monday 22nd February. Live registrations and online 
learning including live lessons will resume when we return and it will be week 1 of the timetable.  There are 
no live lessons or pre-recorded lessons over the half term. Year 11 have been issued with some work during 
the week to help them with their learning.  The work set is based mainly on their mock performance and 
allows for instant feedback to pupils. 
 
Online Learning 
After half term the school will continue to set work using Google Classroom and pupils are asked to check 
their class stream, assignment tab and Gmail account prior to live registration each day.  In addition, we do 
have other websites we use such as Seneca, Educake, Hegarty.  We also use links to the Oak Academy.  
Online classroom Oak National Academy is now data free on mobile.  All major mobile networks have made 
the site “zero-rated”, meaning any family can access its lessons without any data charges using any data 
limits, when accessed on a mobile. 
 
Free School Meals (Half Term) 
Free School Meals will be provided through a Local Authority scheme during the half term week following a 
similar arrangement to that provided during the Christmas holidays.  
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We know this is a difficult time for many families, for those who need extra support please see the links 
provided on the fare share website. https://fareshare.org.uk/getting-food/food-service-for-individuals/ 
 
In addition, free period products are available to collect from reception at Crofton Academy during term time. 
 
Safeguarding 
During the national lockdown period we recognise that this can be a difficult and upsetting time for some 
pupils.  Our Mental Health lead in school is Miss Rowe who will manage concerns from parent/carers around 
a pupil’s mental health. 
 
If you have any concerns regarding the wellbeing of your child or a pupil at Crofton Academy over the holiday 
period please contact admin@croftonacademy.org.uk. The Safeguarding team will act accordingly with any 
concerns. 
 
Throughout the lockdown period pupils can continue to access a range of universal support. Parents/carers 
and pupils can access safeguarding materials and guidance on the school website under the information tab, 
and from here follow signposting links to a huge range of support.  
 
Please take time to look at WF-I CAN, our local online resource for children and young people in Wakefield 
to find information and advice, plus self-help tips on building and developing confidence and resilience 
https://wf-i-can.co.uk/ .  
 
Once again, I would just like to pass on my thanks for all the support given to the school and I look forward 
to welcoming your child back soon. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mr P Walker 
Headteacher 
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