
Title: The Homesteaders

5 a day starter

1. List 3 treaties the US government 
had forced on the Plains Indians 
between 1830 and 1851.

2. What was the Perpetual 
Emigration fund?

3. What crisis had happened in 1837 
that sparked the westward 
migration?

4. What were the Pimpf and 
Jungvolk?

5. What happened in 1569, 1571, 
1583 and 1586?

Essential knowledge: The West was now full so the US government encouraged settlers to 
move onto the Plains and gave them big incentives to do so. The Railroad companies 
enabled this to happen. The Plains Indians were moved onto smaller reservations as a result.
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The Homesteaders
Learning Objectives

1. To understand who the Homesteaders were and why 
they moved on to the Plains 



Why hadn’t the Plains been 
settled before?

• The Great Plains was a difficult …………………... The land was 

almost impossible to farm, the climate was ……………, and it was 

very isolated. 

• Plains Indians had lived there for  ages, but they were not 

…………………..They had ………………….. their shelter and food 

sources so they had no difficulty living there.

Harsh, adapted, farmers, landscape





The Homesteaders 
The first people to try and settle on the Plains faced 
enormous problems: how to live on the Plains and how to farm 
them. They solved these problems in different ways and with 
different degrees of success. 

Once a claim for land was staked and registered, families had 
to decide how to build a house that was solid, safe and secure 
and that would withstand the extremes of weather 
experienced on the Plains. 



Why were people persuaded to pack up 
and leave the East?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=oLvlYmC8cw4
8.18mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLvlYmC8cw4


Who were they?
1. White Americans from the East (farming 

opportunities, ex-soldiers lack of opportunities)

2. Black Americans (freed from slavery after the 

Civil War)

3. European immigrants (escaping poverty and 

unemployment)

4. Religious groups (mainly Christian and Jewish 

escaping religious persecution in Europe)

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/images/MinierHomestead.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/&usg=__SSqhPNLkzt_GYFOe1yH95IDwVMc=&h=1083&w=1437&sz=522&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=qtp_4iQHiUR5eM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bbentleys%2Bhomesteaders%2B1887%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/images/MinierHomestead.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/&usg=__SSqhPNLkzt_GYFOe1yH95IDwVMc=&h=1083&w=1437&sz=522&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=qtp_4iQHiUR5eM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bbentleys%2Bhomesteaders%2B1887%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.drawingsociety.com/dscgallery/images/drawingmasters_pics/igor_v_babailov/old_man_lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://amishhomesteader.blogspot.com/2008/08/this-is-drawing-my-great-grandpa-abram.html&usg=__IGwtctaWn-O8ZtujoW97fpboOow=&h=650&w=474&sz=65&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=YyKsmndnrYEUXM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=100&prev=/images%3Fq%3Damish%2Bhomesteaders%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss%26sa%3DX
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.drawingsociety.com/dscgallery/images/drawingmasters_pics/igor_v_babailov/old_man_lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://amishhomesteader.blogspot.com/2008/08/this-is-drawing-my-great-grandpa-abram.html&usg=__IGwtctaWn-O8ZtujoW97fpboOow=&h=650&w=474&sz=65&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=YyKsmndnrYEUXM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=100&prev=/images%3Fq%3Damish%2Bhomesteaders%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss%26sa%3DX


Push Factors
Why they wanted to leave the east

• White Americans from the East

• Black Americans

• European immigrants

• Religious groups

• Ex-Soldiers

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/images/MinierHomestead.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/&usg=__SSqhPNLkzt_GYFOe1yH95IDwVMc=&h=1083&w=1437&sz=522&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=qtp_4iQHiUR5eM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bbentleys%2Bhomesteaders%2B1887%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/images/MinierHomestead.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pasulliv/&usg=__SSqhPNLkzt_GYFOe1yH95IDwVMc=&h=1083&w=1437&sz=522&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=qtp_4iQHiUR5eM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bbentleys%2Bhomesteaders%2B1887%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dvss
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What were the Pull factors encouraging the Homesteaders to move 

onto the Plains?

The Government Acts

The US Army
Forts were being
built near to 
Railroads to 
protect travellers.

The Timber Culture Act 
1873
Gave Homesteaders a 
further 160 acres of land 
if they planted trees on 
half of it.

The Desert Land Act 1877
Could buy 640 acres of land 
cheaply in areas where 
there was a lack of rainfall.

Indian Treaties
Moved the NA out of 
the way to allow 
homesteaders to settle.

The Homestead Act 1862
Live on and farm 160 acres 
land for 5 years.

The Civil War ending 1865
Lots of newly unemployed 
soldiers seeking a new life.



Task - Using a key – match the PULL FACTORS to the correct box

Reason 1 – The actions of 

the U.S government

Reason 2 – The end of the

American civil war

Reason 3 – The building 

of the transcontinental 

railroad

1. The Homestead Act passed in 1862. Encouraged people to settle in the West by allowing each family 
160 acres of land. This land was given to them free, provided they lived on it and farmed it for 5 
years.

2. Now it was easier for people to get to the Plains.

3. It was cheap to buy land as the railroad companies sold off the land on either side  of the line at 
low prices.

4. After the American Civil war (1861-65) thousands of soldiers and their families were looking to 
rebuild their lives. 

5. The Timber Culture Act passed in 1873. This gave settlers a further 160 acres of free land if they 
planted 40 acres with trees.

6. Thousands of newly freed black slaves were looking for a new life.

7. People wanted a new life and the eastern states where they had grown up did not seem the best 
place to do that. The West seemed the best place to do this. 

8. The Desert Land Act passed in 1877.  This gave settlers the right to buy 640 acres cheaply where 
lack of rainfall was a problem.



Three reasons the Homesteaders lives improved:

Reason 1 – The actions of 

the U.S government

Reason 2 – The end of the

American civil war

Reason 3 – The building 

of the transcontinental 

railroad

1. The Homestead Act passed in 1862. Encouraged people to settle in the 
West by allowing each family 160 acres of land. This land was given to 
them free, provided they lived on it and farmed it for 5 years.

2. Now it was easier for people to get to the Plains.
3. It was cheap to buy land as the railroad companies sold off the land 

on either side  of the line at low prices.
4. After the American Civil war (1861-65) thousands of soldiers and their 

families were looking to rebuild their lives. 
5. The Timber Culture Act passed in 1873. This gave settlers a further 160 

acres of free land if they planted 40 acres with trees.
6. Thousands of newly freed black slaves were looking for a new life.
7. People wanted a new life and the eastern states where they had grown up 

did not seem the best place to do that. The West seemed the best place 
to do this. 

8. The Desert Land Act passed in 1877.  This gave settlers the right to buy 
640 acres cheaply where lack of rainfall was a problem.


