
Title: The Transcontinental Railroad

5 a day starter
1. What conflict had been fought between 

1861 and 1865?
2. What 3 Acts did the US government 

introduce to encourage people to become 
Homesteaders?

3. The 1563 Statute of Artificers aimed to 
help the poor by fining officials for not 
doing what?

4. in the 1572 Vagabonds Act, what were 
local authorities supposed to supply 
vagrants with?

5. When did the French invade the Ruhr? 
a) 1920         b) 1923         c)1925

Essential knowledge: The Transcontinental Railroad was completed in 1867. There was now 
a quicker, safer way of travelling from East to West. The railroad had many consequences 
for the Indians and also settlers to the Plains e.g. Homesteaders and Cattlemen.
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LAST LESSON:
Who were the 
Homesteaders

NEXT LESSON:
How did 

Homesteaders 
solve their 
problems?



How did the Transcontinental Railroad help the 
Homesteaders?



The Completion of the Railroad at 
Promontory Point

What 
different 
people can you 
see?

How can you 
tell railroad 
companies 
thought the 
meeting was 
important?

How did this 
help people 
contribute to 
reaching their 
‘Manifest 
Destiny’? 
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1. What is 
the purpose 
of this 
poster?

2. In what 
ways is this 
false 
advertising?



Features of building the Transcontinental Railroad 
1863 -1869

Shopkeepers building eastward  General Dodge building 
westward

MONEY: GOVERNMENT:

MATERIALS: WILD WEST:

LANDSCAPE: LAW & ORDER:

WORKFORCE: INDIANS:



The Transcontinental Railroad 1863 -1869

Plum Creek massacre: Cheyenne set fire to track and 
caused a derailment. Survivors massacred. Work halted. 
Railroad bosses want Indians permanently removed to 

continue the build.

As well as money, government gave other incentives to 
the Railroad companies e.g. offered 12,000 acres of land 

per 40 miles of track.

Thousands of men (Irish / European). Hundreds left to dig 
for gold. Spring 1864 Chinese immigrant workers.

Government promised millions of dollars after built 40 
miles of track. Took 2½ years to go 80 miles (12 inches a 

day).

Temporary towns sprang up for workers: drinking, 
gambling, prostitutes and gunfights. 3 times more workers 

died in shootouts than from work related injuries.

Sierra Nevada mountains (120 miles). Have to make 
tunnels and bridges.

Railroad bosses ordered 200 armed men to remove the 
problem: they shot or hung many of the squatters without 

arrest or trial.

No industry in West, iron & steel has to come by sea. 
Ships attacked by soldiers during the Civil War (1861-

65). Use gunpowder.

Cut out the info and stick on your table sheet



Explain two consequences of the railroad (8 marks)

Consequences of the railroad:

1. Easier and safer for migrants to 
travel West

2. Growth of settlements (fulfils 
Manifest Destiny)

3. Increase in goods carried across 
the Plains esp. for Homesteaders

4. Creation of jobs, markets and 
transportation of goods

5. It reduced lawlessness as officials 
and law enforcers could travel 
from coast to coast

One consequence of the railroad was 
that life became easier for 
Homesteaders…

The result of this was…

Another consequence of the railroad 
was that it brought greater law and 
order to the Wild West…

The result of this was….

Read the model answers on the 
next 2 slides then do your own 
paragraph answering this question



Mark scheme: Explain two consequences of the railroad (4+4 marks)

One consequence of the railroad was that life became easier for Homesteaders because the 
railroads could transport goods and technology such as wind pumps and farm equipment like 
threshers and sod-busters, which made it possible to farm the tough, dense grass and soil on 
the Plains. The railroad actively encouraged migration onto the Plains by advertising the sale of 
the land they owned around the track; their advertising often exaggerated how easy it was to 
live there and how well cops could be grown. [AO1: Knowledge & understanding] 2 marks
The result of this was that more people were persuaded to become Homesteaders because a life 
out there now seemed achievable and survival more guaranteed. An increase of white 
Americans coming by railroad therefore helped to settle the Plains and helped the government 
achieve Manifest Destiny – their mission to spread their culture and dominance across the 
continent. [AO2: Analysis / explanation of consequence] 2 marks

Total marks = 4 out of 8. Repeat the technique: 2 explained consequences will get you 8 marks
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Explain two consequences of the railroad (4+4 marks)

One consequence of the railroad was that life became 
easier for Homesteaders because the railroads could 
transport goods and technology such as wind pumps and 
farm equipment like threshers and sod-busters, which 
made it possible to farm the tough, dense grass and soil 
on the Plains. The railroad actively encouraged migration 
onto the Plains by advertising the sale of the land they 
owned around the track; their advertising often 
exaggerated how easy it was to live there and how well 
cops could be grown. [AO1: Knowledge & understanding] 
2 marks
The result of this was that more people were persuaded 
to become Homesteaders because a life out there now 
seemed achievable and survival more guaranteed. An 
increase of white Americans coming by railroad therefore 
helped to settle the Plains and helped the government 
achieve Manifest Destiny – their mission to spread their 
culture and dominance across the continent. [AO2: 
Analysis / explanation of consequence] 2 marks

Total marks = 4 out of 8.

Consequences of the railroad:

1. Easier and safer for 
migrants to travel West

2. Growth of settlements 
(fulfils Manifest Destiny)

3. Increase in goods carried 
across the Plains esp. for 
Homesteaders

4. Creation of jobs, markets 
and transportation of 
goods

5. It reduced lawlessness as 
officials and law enforcers 
could travel from coast to 
coast



Explain two consequences of the railroad (4+4 marks)

Facts about impact on Indians

• Some tribes unhappy about track cutting through their hunting grounds (or 
didn’t recognise 1851 Fort Laramie Treaty about boundaries) so attacked 
railroad workers.

• Railroad companies asked the government to remove Indian tribes for safety 
reasons. Therefore Indians moved onto reservations further away.

• Therefore increased tension and mistrust of the ‘white man’ / American 
citizens and government.

• Therefore more conflict with other tribes as now living closer and competing 
for resources.

• Railroad workers killing buffalo to eat BUT not using all of it. Indians find this 
wasteful and disrespectful –adds to tension (see above)

• Railroad also killing buffalo to keep them off the tracks to avoid collisions – this 
disrupts the buffalo migration. it also creates north / south herds, which 
affects the available resources for different tribes..



Quick Quiz
1 What government act gave people free 

land if they planted trees on it?

2 What was the main cause of the Civil war?

3 What government act gave people cheaper 

land if they lived on it and farmed it for 5 

years?

4 Name 3 groups of people who moved West

5 Why did some religious groups move 

West?

6 Why did Black slaves want to move West?

7 What was the Desert Land Act?



Quick quiz!

1. What government act gave people free land if they planted trees on 

it? – Timber culture act

2. What was the main cause of the Civil war? Argument about slavery

3. What government act gave people cheaper land if they lived on it 

and farmed it for 5 years? Homestead Act

4. Name 3 groups of people who moved West – Slaves, ex-soldiers, 

European immigrants.

5. Why did some religious groups move West? To escape persecution

6. Why did Black slaves want to move West? To get away from the 

South and start a new life

7. What was the Desert land act? Gave settlers the right to buy 640 

acres cheaply where lack of rainfall was a problem.


