
LESSON NUMBER 7

Title: Was Lee Harvey Oswald the sole assassin of JFK?

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means 
you have to 
think about an 
idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



The prime suspect in the murder of JFK was Lee Harvey Oswald. He was arrested on the afternoon of Kennedy’s 
murder and assassinated two days later by a man called Jack Ruby.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAopnKSYxRo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAopnKSYxRo


Task 1: Study each of the sources below. Why do you think Oswald’s Marxist views might have 
been seen as a motive? Think about what you have learned about the Cold War. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ti3Mpv4fwt4

Extract from the Warren Commission’s report on Kennedy’s assassination, published in 1964.
Many factors were undoubtedly involved in Oswald’s motivation for the assassination…he does not appear to have been in meaningful
relationships with other people. He was perpetually discontented with the world around him. Long before the assassination he expressed
his hatred for American society and acted in protest against it…He sought for himself a place in history…His commitment to Marxism and
communism appears to have been another important factor in his motivation. He also had demonstrated a capacity to act decisively and
without regard to the consequences…Out of these and…many other factors…there emerged a man capable of assassinating President
Kennedy.

Source A Source B

Source C

Photo taken in the
USSR in 1961.
Oswald went to live
in the Soviet Union
where he met and
married his wife
Marina. He
returned to the USA
in 1962.

Photo taken in the
USSR in March
1963, showing
Oswald in the
backyard of his
house. He is
holding an identical
rifle to that which
was found in the
‘sniper’s nest’ and
is holding up
Marxist
newspapers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ti3Mpv4fwt4


The Warren Commission

Kennedy’s vice president, Lyndon B. Johnson, was sworn in as president shortly
after Kennedy’s death. On 29th November, he appointed Earl Warren, Chief Justice
of the USA to oversee and inquiry into the murder. The investigation was known as
the Warren Commission and, in September 1964, it delivered its findings. The
findings can be summarised as follows:

• Three shots in total were fired from the Texas School Book Depository building.
• The shots were fired by Lee Harvey Oswald using his Mannlicher – Carcano rifle.
• Oswald acted alone. There were no other shooters and there was no wider

conspiracy.
• Jack Ruby also acted alone.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFeiM_Mxsv8
Play from 8 mins 30 in for findings of Warren Commission

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFeiM_Mxsv8


The Warren Report – summary of findings against 
Oswald September 1964

• Oswald had previously attempted to kill US General Edwin Walker using the same type of rifle
• Oswald was shown in a photograph holding the same type of rifle
• Oswald’s wife testified that he owned the rifle
• The rifle, and pistol used to kill Tippit (found on Oswald), were both ordered under the alias ‘A.Hiddell’, which

was an alias Oswald had used before.
• Oswald’s palm print was found on the rifle, and on the boxes near the rifle.
• Oswald had worked at the Texas School Book Depository Building since October 1963.
• Oswald was seen carrying a long paper package into the building on the day of the assassination.
• Oswald was seen 35 minutes before the murder taking the elevator to the sixth floor.
• An eyewitness on the ground saw someone matching Oswald’s description at the window carrying out the

assassination. He later picked out Oswald as the person who most closely resembled the person he saw, but
could not make a positive identification.

• Oswald was spotted descending the stairs after the assassination by a police officer.
• Oswald was found to be the only employee missing from the building after the murder.
• Oswald had served in the Marines and was trained marksman capable of firing three shots in six seconds.
• Nine eyewitnesses identified Oswald as the person who shot police officer Tippit.

Task 2a: Use the information from the Warren Report below to complete the left hand column of you 
table



Did the Warren Commission get it wrong?

• In 1975, film of the assassination (known as the Zapruder film) was shown on US television for the first time. Many felt it suggested
that there was more than one gunman and that the Warren Commission was wrong.

• In the film, after Kennedy is hit in the throat by a bullet, another bullet is seen hitting him in the head, which appears to be
knocked backwards. As Oswald was behind Kennedy, this led many to conclude that there must have been another gunman
somewhere in front of Kennedy’s car.

• In 1976, another investigation was ordered by Congress, which largely supported the findings of the Warren Commission, but also
criticised the investigation. It suggested that there were probably more than three shots and that there was probably another
gunman.

• Some claim they can see a police officer (nicknamed badgeman) firing a rifle over a fence in a photo taken on the day. Others
claims it is simply light and shadows. However, many did claims to have heard gunfire coming the the ‘grassy knoll’, including
several police officers. However, their testimony was dismissed by the Warren Commission, who insisted that they had been
mistaken.

• In the decades since Kennedy’s murder, speculation has raged about whether the full truth of the assassination has been told.

• There are many who believe that Oswald did no act alone or was not involved at all. Some believe there was a wider conspiracy to
kill the president, involving groups including the USSR, Cuba, Cuban exiles, the Mafia and even the CIA. A significant number of
people believe there was a cover-up, in which evidence was deliberately withheld or destroyed by the government.

Task 2b: Use the information below to complete the right hand column of your table.  



Evidence for Oswald as the shooter Evidence for another gunman

Motive 

Location of shooter

Rifle 

Map of the route

Eyewitness accounts

Other evidence

Task 2:Using the information complete the table below showing evidence for Harvey and another shooter. 



Study the locations of the sniper and where the two shots happened.  Do you think both shots came from the same sniper? 
Use the scale, think about the angle of fire to help you form your opinion.



Can you see
‘badgeman’ in
the photo above?
Some people
think this was the
person who fired
a shot from the
grassy knoll.
Others think that
it was simply
light reflecting
off a bottle which
had been left on
the wall.



Did Lee Harvey Oswald act alone?
Write down your top reason why Oswald acted alone. 

I think the top reason why Oswald acted alone was ………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..

The strongest evidence to support this argument 
is……………………………………………………………………..………………………………….........................................................…………………..

This shows that Oswald acted alone because…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Write down you top reason to show that there may have been another gunman

I think the top reason for there being another gunman was…………………………………………………………………………..……………… 
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………..

The strongest evidence to support this argument 
is……………………………………………………………………..…………………………………................................................... ……………………….

This shows that there was another gunman 
because………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Plenary: Use the information from your table to answer the key question below 


