
Title: How did the Homesteaders solve their problems?

5 a day starter

1. List 2 ways that the railroad made 
settling the Plains easier for 
Homesteaders?

2. What did the 1862 Homestead Act offer?

3. Which trade dominated the Elizabethan  
period economy?

4. What are counterfeit cranks, clapper 
dudgeons and doxies?

5. What problem did the Weimar Republic 
face in both Jan 1919 and March 1920?

Essential knowledge: The main problems Homesteaders faced included: lack of water 
(rainfall), tough sod to plough and damage to crops. They solved these using windmills, sod-
busters and barbed wire.
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How did the Homesteaders Survive on the Plains?

Problems Solutions

Water Shortages Made it difficult for people to stay clean Windmills used to get water from underground

(Invention -the wind pump)

Weather extremes Hot in summer, cold in winter

Strong winds. Indians moved around to avoid 

this

The wind was used to help pump water

Fuel No wood to burn for heat or cooking Would burn buffalo dung or cow chips

Dirt and Diseases Sod houses carried lots of pests and bugs 

Disease spread quickly

Determination and adapting to life on the Plains, 

accepting the hardships

Building Materials On the Plains the only material available was 

earth

Blocks of earth cut- Sod. Grass was also used

Natural Hazards In the summer the grass was dry and often 

fires would start. Lots of insects

Adapting to life on the Plains and accepting the 

hardships

Ploughing Tangled roots, and dense land made it 

difficult to plough

Sod buster- plough used to tackle the tough roots

Protecting Crops No wood to fence off crops to protect them 

from animals such as buffalo which roamed 

the plains

Barbed wire invented in 1874 - cheap and available 

used to fence off crops

Growing Crops Traditional crops were difficult to grow on the 

Plains.

Growing a surplus to sell and feed all year round

Dry farming- trapping moisture in the ground to grow 

crops – digging soil over land after it rained

New hard winter crop- Turkey red.



Explain the importance of women to the settlement of the Plains (8)

The jobs Homesteader women did on the Plains How it helped the Homesteaders to settle 
on the Plains

Planting crops, tending to farm animals [P] Women were important in helping to 
settle the Plains because they did 
important tasks to help the Homesteaders 
survive on the Plains, [EV] such as 
planting crops, tending to farm animals, 
collecting buffalo chips (dung) to use as
fuel as well as making clothes and herbal 
remedies to keep their families, clean, dry 
and healthy. 
[EX] Consequently, this helped settle the 
Plains because

[L] Therefore, women played a key role in 
the survival of white Americans in the 
harsh conditions on the Plains and this 
meant it could be developed to support 
their farming lifestyle.

Cooking for the family

Washing the family laundry

Spinning flax to make clothing, sewing, dying and mending 
clothes.

Shearing sheep for their wool to weave clothing.

Making soap, candles from animal fat.

Making herbal treatments e.g... snakebite: apply warm 
manure to the bite, earache: apply warm urine to the ear, 
measles: eat a roasted mouse.

Collecting buffalo chips (dung) to use as fuel

Single women could become school teachers, but had to 
resign once they got married.

Delete this box and 
complete the explanation



Write a narrative account analysing the ways Homesteaders 

solved the problems of farming.

Later on, 

Following this….

Consequently

A further 

consequence

This led to 

After….

Tasks
1. Read the model answer on 

the next slide.
2. Write your own paragraph 

in answer to the question.

Sequence & organisation
1 mark = Some
2 marks = Mostly
3 marks = Very
4 marks = Completely

Knowledge
1 mark = Vague
2 marks = Precise but 

brief 
3 marks = Detailed
4 marks = Detailed and 

completely  accurate

Before – reasons for moving 
West
During – In the West 
After – consequences/impact 

Firstly, 

Secondly,

Lastly,

Finally, 

Therefore, 



Write a narrative account analysing the ways Homesteaders 

solved the problems of farming.

[P] One of the first problems they had to solve was 

getting access to water. 

[EV] They needed water to survive and also to help 

their crops to flourish. This was a problem because 

there was little rainfall on the Plains and also few 

rivers.

[EX] As a result of not having supplies of water on hand, 

they decided to dig down to try and access the natural 

water supply. This led to wind-powered pumps pulling 

up water from underground. A further example of how 

they solved this was through Dry farming, whereby 

they…


