
Slave rebellions and resistance



Match the words to the meanings. You should spend 5-10 

minutes completing this task. Match the numbers to the 

letters only. DO NOT COPY OUT. 

1. Rebellion

2. Colonisation

3. Maroons

4. Guerilla Warfare

5. Emancipation

6. Plantation

7. Resistance

A. When one country takes over another

B.  A large farm which uses slaves to grow tobacco 

and sugar

C. Freedom for people – they are no longer slaves

D. A way of fighting where people fight in small 

groups

E. Attack on the government by the people

F. Refusal to accept or comply with something 

G. The name given to slaves in Jamaica who ran 

away 



Read - Introduction

Although most slaves had no choice but to accept their

circumstances there were acts of resistance and rebellion.

There were revolts on ships, runaway communities and big

slave rebellions. There were also many small acts of

resistance such as pretending not to understand

instructions and working intentionally slowly.

Slaves also resisted by keeping their culture alive.

Language, music and dance all helped to keep memories

and traditions alive.



Read - The Jamaican Maroons

In some places, communities of runaway slaves developed, such as

the Maroons of Jamaica. They lived in the mountains of Jamaica,

where they set up their own towns and ways of life. The Maroons

helped other slaves in escaping and joining their community. In the

early 18th century, they were led by a woman known as ‘Nanny’.

Historians know little about Nanny, but she has become a legendary

figure in Jamaican folk tradition.

The Maroons caused such a problem for the British that, from the

1670s until 1740, soldiers were sent to try to defeat them. Eventually,

the Maroons were imprisoned and then shipped to British colonies in

Canada and Africa.

However, slaves continued to escape the plantations to go and live in

the mountains. It has been estimated that 2500 slaves per year were

escaping Jamaican plantations by the 1820s.



Horn called an ‘abeng’ used by 

the Maroons to warn when the 

British were attacking.

Maroons using Guerilla tactics to 

sneak up on and attack British 

soldiers.
Nanny Maroon, leader of the 

Jamaican Maroons. 



Instructions:  Write out the WORDS AND NUMBERS ONLY in the correct order numbered 1-

10, DO NOT copy out the entire passage. The first one has been done for you (see the 

bottom left of this page). TAKE 10-15 minutes to complete this task. 

Jamaica is one of largest Caribbean _______ (1).   When the British captured Jamaica from the 

Spanish, the Spanish ran away from the island after turning their _______ (2) loose.  The Spanish 

did not want the British to be able to set up farming on the island easily.

Once they were freed, the slaves became ______(3) and adopted the name ________(4).   

The Jamaican Maroons began a very successful ____(5) by striking quickly at night, then 

disappearing. At the same time, they established an early-warning system - using an 

__________(6) (horn) to warn their villages of ___________(7).   They were successful, in 

retaining their independence by fighting. 

For 76 years the Maroons and the British fought with each other.  The Maroons knew the forests 

well and used leaves to disguise themselves. The British lost many people to the sharp shooting 

Maroons.  The most famous person was ___________(8), a warrior queen.  Nanny, allegedly, 

could catch musket balls and fire them back.

She was the spiritual, cultural and military leader of the Maroons. She was an excellent leader, 

who was able to keep the British out of the Blue Mountains by using g_________(9) warfare.  

She is still considered a national ______(10) today! 

1 2                     3                     4                    5               6                7             8                   9                  10

islands       

slaves, war,  abeng,  hero,   attack,  guerilla,  Nanny,   attack,  islands,   Maroons,   free,  



READ - The Haitian Revolution 

1791-1804
• In the 18th and early 19th centuries, there were slaves uprisings on many

West Indian islands. The most famous was in Haiti.

• From 1793 until 1802, the man who led the slave revolt was Toussaint

Louverture. Louverture was a former slave who had been granted his

freedom by his master. He was a well organised and skilful military leader

capable of turning rebel slaves into an effective fighting force. He inspired

slaves with his message of liberty and equality.

• Louverture was imprisoned by the French in 1802, and died in captivity a

year later. Despite this, the revolution continued and, in 1804, the self-

liberated slaves defeated their colonial rulers and declared the country of

Haiti as their own. The Haitian Revolution had shown the world that a slave

revolt could be well organised, skilfully led and, most importantly,

successful.



READ - Sharpe’s rebellion

• There were many revolts in Jamaica against British control. The most

serious happened between 1831-32. 200 plantations in the north of the

island were affected as 60,000 slaves seized large areas of land.

• The slaves were led by a man called Samuel Sharpe, who had been born a

slave in Jamaica in 1801. He was an educated and powerful speaker.

• Sharpe encouraged a peaceful protest against slavery but events quickly

escalated into a major revolt. British soldiers were called in to defeat the

rebels. The rebellion lasted just 10 days, but caused extensive damage and

claimed the lives of 14 slave masters and over 200 slaves. Sharpe was

publicly hanged on 23rd May 1832.

• Although the rebellion was crushed and the leaders executed, the rebellion

is often seen as contributing to the end of slavery across the British Empire.



Main task:

• Using the information from this lesson, 

complete the table on the next slide.

• This should take you about 30 minutes to 

complete.



Who was 
involved?

What 
happened? 

When Evidence of
success

Evidence 
of
failure 

The Maroons

The Haitian 
Revolution

Sharpe’s 
Rebellion 


