
LESSON NUMBER 6

Title: The assassination of JFK

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means 
you have to 
think about an 
idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



MATCH THE ANSWERS AT THE BOTTOM TO THE QUESTIONS IN THE BOXES:

US agency that gather 
intelligence on other 
nations

His statue was toppled in 
1956

The communist leader of 
China

A single strong leader who 
can do what they want 

Weapons the USA had 
come close to using in 
Korea

This was 91 miles long

A system of government 
where the means of 
production are commonly 
owned

The 38° parallel divided 
this country in two.

The name of the general 
who wanted to use 
nuclear weapons against 
Korea. 

CIA                   Berlin wall                MacArthur                          communism                       Korea
Stalin                 dictator                         nuclear            MAO 



November 22, 1963: First Lady Jackie Kennedy climbs onto the back of the Presidential Limousine after her husband's 
assassination, as a secret service agent jumps on to protect her



Task 1: Study each of the sources below and the short video clip. First, consider what the 
sources as a whole tell you about how American’s felt about JFK’s murder. Then, consider what 
they tell you about what different people thought of Kennedy’s murder.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ti3Mpv4fwt4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ti3Mpv4fwt4


Q1) What date was Kennedy assassinated on?
Q2) What state did Kennedy go to tour and why?
Q3) Who was in the car with the Kennedy’s?
Q4) How many people lined the route?
Q5) Where did the first bullet hit?
Q6) Where did the second shot hit?
Q7) What time was Kennedy declared dead at?
Q8) Who was sworn in as the new president?
Q9) Who became the top suspect?
Q9) What did the police discover in the Texas Book Depository store?
Q10) Who did Oswald kill?
Q11) Where did police finally arrest Oswald?
Q12) What happened to Oswald?
Q13) What was the name of Oswald’s assassin?
Q14) What was the name of the commission set up to investigate Kennedy’s murder?
Q15) What did the commission conclude about JFK’s murder?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFeiM_Mxsv8

Task 2: Watch the video clip and answer the questions on your crib sheet. You only need to 
write one or two words down for each question. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFeiM_Mxsv8


It was just after midday on 22 November 1963 and the crowd at Dealey Plaza in Texas were becoming
excited. In a few minutes, a procession of open-top cars would pass by, and everyone was eager to catch
a glimpse of President John F. Kennedy and his glamorous wife Jackie.

Just before 12.30pm, the crowds on the plaza saw the president’s limousine come into view. Both smiled
and waved at the crowd to win support – the presidential election was due in 1964 and Texas was a key
state to win. However, Kennedy expected to face opposition. Only weeks earlier, a US politician had
been attacked in Dallas and he warned Kennedy about the hostile mood. Kennedy decide to go ahead
with the visit, hoping that his charm would win people over. Accompanying him was the Governor of
California, John Connally, and his wife, who sat in front of John and Jackie.

As the motorcade passed down Dealey Plaza, the sound of gunfire rang out. Kennedy was hit in the
throat and clutched his neck, while Jackie tried to help him. Seconds later, Kennedy was hit in the head
and slumped into Jackie’s lap. The president was rushed to hospital, but there was nothing doctors could
do to save him. At 1 pm, Kennedy was declared dead. The USA mourned while the world looked on in
shock and horror.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PXORQE5-CY

Task 3: Read through the story of the assassination of JFK. As you read through the story 
pay close attention to the following; the sequence of events – what happened and when it 
happened, the names of people involved and where they appear in the story, the times when
specific events happened.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PXORQE5-CY


Meanwhile, a manhunt for the assassin was underway. There was some confusion over where the shots
had come from, but several people claimed they had come from the Texas School Book Depository
building, on the edge of Dealey Plaza. A search of the building revealed a ‘sniper’s nest’ on the sixth
floor, made out of boxes, along with a rifle and three spent cartridges. The building was sealed off. One
employee was missing – Lee Harvey Oswald. A description was issued for his arrest.

Later, a police office called J.D. Tippit spotted Oswald waiting at a bus stop. Tippit stopped his car to try
to talk to Oswald, but Oswald drew a pistol and shot Tippit dead. Oswald fled the scene and hid in a
nearby theatre, where he was arrested. At first, Oswald was charged only for the murder of Tippit, but
soon he was also charged with Kennedy’s murder. He denied all involvement.

On 24th November, Oswald was being escorted through a group of reporters and policemen in the
basement of Dallas Police Headquarters. A man called Jack Ruby emerged form the crowd and shot
Oswald in the stomach. Oswald was rushed to hospital, where he died a few hours later.

Oswald’s death meant the trial never took place. Instead, rumours of a conspiracy began to grow.



The crowd were becoming excited

Oswald was arrested in  a nearby theatre

Kennedy and his wife waved at the crowd

Kennedy was hit in the head

A manhunt quickly got underway

Oswald shot a police officer called J.D. Tippit

A shot rang out

Kennedy was hit in the throat

Kennedy and his wife appeared in their limousine

Oswald was shot by a man called Jack Ruby. 

after that                           meanwhile               first    

unfortunately                    soon                   

so                                        just then

following this                    after that

despite this                       eventually 

sadly                                  and  

as a result                         in the end

consequently                   finally 

then                                  without warning

later   

Task 4 (option 1): Place the events on the left into the correct order, numbering the statements 1-10. Then, 
using the statements and your own ideas write the story up in your own words.  Use the 
connectives/conjunctions and words of your own to help you link the parts of the story together.

1

Conjunction  and connectivesEvents of the assassination


