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Simple sentences 

A simple sentence is made up of a main clause, containing a verb and a subject. Here are 
some examples. 

Dad had arrived back. 

I turned my head nervously. 

The sound of crying echoed throughout. 

 
Tasks 
 

Complete the simple sentences and make sure you put a full stop at the end.  
 
I was feeling ...................................................................................................... 

My .................................................................................................................. 

I had heard ........................................................................................................ 
 
Now rewrite a section of your own writing using only simple sentences. Make sure there is a 
capital letter at the start of each new sentence and appropriate punctuation at the end. 
 

Compound sentences 

Here are examples of simple sentences joined together with one coordinating conjunction. 
Each pair of simple sentences is joined together using a pattern: main clause – coordinating 
conjunction – main clause. 

I had been dreading this day but I wasn’t going to show any fear.  

My mum screamed at me again and I threw my bag on the table.  

 
Tasks 
 

Create three compound sentences by joining simple sentences with coordinating conjunctions. 
Here are some examples you could use: 
 

Simple sentences Conjunctions 

I would never mention this to his mother.  

The child stared. 

I couldn’t decide if I was frightened. 

It was clearly all my fault. 

Teardrops formed a puddle. 

I would never be able to leave. 

This was supposed to be easy. 

Mum glanced in my direction. 

for 

and 

nor 

but 

or 

yet 

so 

 

1.  ................................................................................................................. 
 

2.  ................................................................................................................. 
 

3.  ................................................................................................................. 
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Now rewrite a section of your writing using the main clause – coordinating conjunction – main 
clause pattern for compound sentences.  

Complex sentences 

Here are examples of complex sentences. 

Before I go to bed, I need to complete my science homework. 

As I put the light on, I heard a key turn in the lock. 

 
Tasks 
 

1. Identify in each of the above examples which is the subordinate clause. This is the part of 
the sentence which doesn't make sense by itself.   

 
2. Identify in each of the above sentences which is the main clause. If you took this out of the 

sentence, it would make sense by itself, and does not have a conjunction attached to it. 
 
Now write three complex sentences of your own. You could use these frameworks to help you: 
 

 ....................................................... if I thought about it too much. 

Although  ............................. ,  .........................................................  

  
1.  .................................................................................................................. 

2.  .................................................................................................................. 

3.  .................................................................................................................. 

 
Now rewrite a section of your own writing using complex sentences. 
 
 
Using the past tense 
 

Narrative writing is often written in the past tense. 
 

The writing below should all be in the past tense. Read and identify the errors in the passage. 

My dad comes down shouting from upstairs saying, ‘Bobby, we are going out now!’ 

My brother walked in, smiling and trailing a crayon along the wall.  I snatch the crayon from 

his grasp. It isn’t his fault. He was still only young.  

Now rewrite some of your own writing so that it is all in the past tense. 

 



Sorting out sentence structures: narrative writing 

© www.teachitenglish.co.uk 2018 30837 Page 3 of 3 

Using a range of punctuation for effect 

Writing becomes more sophisticated when punctuation and sentence structures are used to 
create different effects. Here are some more interesting uses of punctuation: 
 

 a colon to clarify meaning and add impact to a key point  
Honeycoate: the holiday starts here! 

 a sentence starting with an adverbial (remember to add the comma) 

 direct speech (to make the character come to life – again, remember the comma if you 
need it) 

 zoom in on the detail (reactions, facial expressions, sounds) 

 an embedded clause. 
 

 
This writing doesn’t have varied sentence structures. Rewrite it, using the checklist above to 
vary the use of punctuation and sentence structures. 
 

I had woken up that day with a headache. The headache to end all headaches in fact. From 

two floors away, I could still hear the screaming. The caterwauling of a toddler. This was no 

innocent toddler. Mary was not as depicted in the adorable baby adverts. This was Mary and 

she was indestructible. 

Now rewrite some of your own writing to include more varied uses of punctuation and sentence 
structures. 

 

 


