
P What is’t Ophelia he hath said to you? 
What did Laertes just say to you? 

 
O So please you, something to do with the Lord Hamlet. 
           We were talking about Hamlet. 
 
P I’ve seen very oft of late him give private time to you and you 

 yourself as an audience been most free. What is it between  
you? Give me up the truth. 
Yes I’ve seen you two spending time together. What’s going  
on between you two. Tell me the truth. 

 
O He hath my lord of late made many tenders of his affection for me. 

He keeps on telling me that he fancies me. 
 
P Affection? Pooh, you speak like a green girl. Unsifted in such  
 circumstance. Do you believe his tenders as you call them? 

Fancies you? Don’t be so naïve. You know nothing about love and  
affection you’re too young. You don’t believe him do you? 

 
O I do not know, my lord, what I should think. 

But dad I don’t know what to think. 
 
P Think yourself a baby, You have taken these tenders for true pay which 

are not sterling. Tender yourself more dearly or you’ll tender me a  
fool! 
Don’t believe everything he says or you’ll make a fool of yourself   
and me! 

 
O My lord hath promised me love in honourable fashion. 

But he has always talked about love in an honourable fashion. 
 
P Fashion you may call it. Go to, Go to! 

‘Fashion’ is the word – a passing phase – carry on? 
 
O And hath given countenance to his speech with all the holy vows of 

heaven. 
He swears he loves me with God as his witness. 

 
P Ay, springs to catch the woodcocks. I do know when the blood burns,  

how the soul lends the tongue vows. Even in their promise you must  
not take fire. Be somewhat scanter of your maiden presence and do 
not believe his vows for they are broken. I will not from this time forth 
have you give words or talk with Lord Hamlet 
You’ve fallen into his trap. Look – when a boy feels the way Hamlet does they’ll 
say anything to have their wicked way with you. You need to be more careful, 
Hamlet does not mean what he says. I don’t want you to see him any more, do 
you understand? 

 
O I shall obey my lord. 
 Ok dad. 
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Info – Polonius is Ophelia’s father. Polonius has worked for Hamlet’s family 
for years. Ophelia has grown up with Hamlet. Ophelia’s brother Laertes thinks 
that now they are older that Hamlet has fallen in love with Ophelia which both 
he and his dad are not happy about. Before he goes away to France Laertes 
warns his sister to stay away from Hamlet (he is slightly jealous of him). 
Polonius is happy about that as he does not want Ophelia to fall in love with 
him either. She agrees to try and stay away from Hamlet. 

 


