
 
 

KEY STAGE 3 REPORTS – A PARENTS’ GUIDE 
 
Our main way of communicating with you is through reports which are sent home three times a year. These reports will 
give you a brief overview of how your child is working and progressing in the range of subjects taught. This is a ‘snapshot’ 
based on the evidence available at the time of writing the report. Should you have any questions or concerns after 
reading the report, it is vital that you contact the specific department Subject Leader or speak to your child’s Year Leader. 
Indeed by working together we can support your child to feel happy, secure and able to achieve.  
 
ATTITUDE TO LEARNING, BEHAVIOUR AND HOMEWORK JUDGEMENTS 
 
Attitude to learning, behaviour and homework grades are linked to the following comments 

 

A Exemplary 

B Good 

C Meets expectations 

D Sometimes working below expectations 

E Often fails to meet expectations 

 
Attitude to learning is based on the effort that a child puts into classwork. This takes into account their effort across all 
activities in class – oral work, practical tasks, written work, independent work and how they work with others.  
 
Behaviour is linked to all aspects of how a child: interacts with others; does what they are asked to do and how the 
choices that they make enable all members of our community to be happy, feel safe and able to achieve.  
 
Homework encompasses the quality of homework that has been completed, alongside the amount of homework done 
on time. 
 
WHAT DO THE TARGET GRADES SUGGEST? 
 
As a school we have set each pupil a ‘Minimum Target Grade’ and an ‘Aspirational Target Grade’, based on Key Stage 2 
outcomes. These grades are linked to GCSE outcomes. It is very important to recognise that the minimum target grade 
is what we are aiming for and the aspirational target grade communicates to pupils and parents the potential that we 
recognise in each individual child.   
 

The Year7/8 target grades set for PE are based on the expectations of the physical aspects of PE.  This does not 

necessarily reflect the grade a pupil should get if they do GCSE PE (at Key Stage 4) as this does not rely on physical 

abilities alone, as there is also a large theory component to the GCSE assessments. 

            

HOW DOES THIS LINK TO A CURRENT STEP? 
 
In order to help pupils to understand what they know and can do, we have introduced in Year 7 and Year 8 a series of 

‘steps’ for each subject. These ‘steps’ allow staff and pupils to work on the necessary knowledge and skills to enable 

progression towards targets. Indeed to bring our system in line with the GCSE grading system, all pupils in Year 7 and 

Year 8 are assessed using ‘steps’ on a scale of 1-9. The ‘steps’ are built into a department Learning Journey, which 

includes what is going to be taught. The ‘steps’ are linked to the skills, knowledge and understanding taught  in Year 7 

and Year 8, for each pupil to reach the same grade at GCSE at the end of Year 11. This means that if a pupil’s minimum 

target grade is a grade 6, they usually should be working at (or close to) a ‘current step’ 6 in Year 7 and a ‘current step’ 

6 in Year 8. A child’s current steps therefore shows if they are on track to achieve their targets.  



 
 

IS MY CHILD UNDERACHIEVING IF THEIR STEP IS BELOW THE MINIMUM TARGET GRADE? 

As parents you will receive three reports in Year 7 and a further three in Year 8. It is important to see these six reports 

as a journey to aim to be at or above the minimum target grade by the end of Year 8.  

This is because there can be factors other than effort or ability that sometimes cause a pupil to need more time to get 

their current step high enough. In some subjects it takes time for pupils to be able to exhibit their ability due to: some 

elements of the course being completely new; the amount of time that each subject has in the week; the maturity 

needed to be able to access some of the knowledge or skills – and of course many subjects bring together a range of 

skills and pupils naturally might excel in some areas but need further guidance in other aspects of the same subject.  

Hence it is really important to look at the ‘Attitude to Learning’ and ‘Behaviour’ judgements alongside the ‘Current Step’. 

Also the comments and targets will help you to support your child. 

REPORTING IN YEAR 9 
 
The first report in Year 9 reflects how pupils have been working in the core subjects and the subjects that they chose 
during options. From September to December pupils engage in a transition curriculum and so only English, Maths and 
Science will put an expected grade on the first report. All other subjects will make a judgement based on a pupil’s current 
progress linked to the knowledge and skills that have been taught during this term. They will be recorded as: 
 

A  Making better than expected progress  B  Making expected progress 

C   Making less than expected progress  D  Progress is a cause for concern  

 
REWARDS 
 
Staff use Epraise to reward pupils. In addition, pupils who achieve B or better in both Attitude to Learning and Behaviour 
will receive a certificate - ‘Head Teacher’s Award’ - and also three Epraise points. Indeed we are proud of pupils who do 
their best to work with us and recognise their continued efforts.  
 
 
 


