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This workbook has been created to follow the English Mastery 4Hr 

Traditional Curriculum. 

This workbook is an optional supplement and should not replace the 

standard English Mastery resources. 

It is specifically designed to provide consistency of learning, should any 

students find their learning interrupted.  

Due to the nature of the format – some deviations have been made from the 

EM Lesson ppts.  These have been made of necessity and for clarity. 
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Guide for Teachers - Mona Maret, Ark Globe 

This workbook was designed to function primarily as an independent resource. However, it can be 

– and is recommended to be – used in the classroom, alongside the lessons, where it can become 

a valuable tool for quality learning and teaching. It contains all the information provided in the 

Mastery lessons, the tasks that the students are required to complete and the writing space to 

complete these tasks. Therefore, it not only has all the information and resources from the 

lessons, but also the students’ own work. This will give the teacher a clear image of how the 

students have understood and assimilated the content while also providing the students with an 

excellent revision tool. 

However, as this workbook was created first and foremost in the event that students would be 

forced to work without a teacher, the following elements were heavily factored into its design: 

1. Independence – trying to ensure that students could work through the workbook and 

understand as much of the content as possible on their own. This meant that certain 

changes had to be made to some lessons or tasks that relied too heavily on the teacher. 

 

2. Clarity – as the teacher would presumably not be there to clarify what the students need 

to do, effort was put in to ensure the tasks and the expectations are as clear as possible. 

This meant that: 

• Certain tasks appear in the workbook in a more detailed form; 

• Certain lessons such as Lesson 7 (Topic sentences) and Lesson 9 (Close reading) 
had to be reorganised to a certain extent to make them more accessible to 

students. 

At the same time, most information and tasks from the Mastery lessons have been transferred in 

the workbook more or less as they appear in the lessons themselves. There are some small 

changes that were added as a result of my own experience teaching this unit. These additions are 

mainly: questions added when annotating an image or a quotation to help the students find their 

way to the correct answer, some questions or tasks rephrased to ensure clarity or broken down 

into several steps, expected length of answers mentioned for the extended writing tasks and the 

extract given to the students for the close reading task is already divided into the three sections on 

which they need to focus. Further differences between the lessons and the workbook are detailed 

below.  

General information about the workbook: 

➢ It is based on the ‘4 hour curriculum’ set of lessons; 

➢ It is based on the Traditional pathway but contains some tasks from the Foundation 

lessons (mainly comprehension questions after a stretch of reading); 

➢ It includes all the resources found in the student booklet, embedded in the lessons as 

needed;  

➢ It includes the fortnightly quizzes in the order in which they appear in the lessons; 

➢ It includes the ‘Exit Quiz’ at the end of the lessons; 

➢ It provides students with the space to write down their answers to all tasks. Where it was 

felt necessary, some ‘extra writing space’ was introduced;  

➢ All new words are introduced in vocabulary boxes. 

General differences between the Mastery lessons and the workbook: 

➢ True or False tasks have an added requirement to write the correct answer for the false 

statements; 

➢ Each reading section is followed by a comprehension task. Most of these ask the students 

to answer questions based on what they read. When there were no such questions or no 



2 
 

comprehension task in the Mastery lesson, these were added in, sometimes using the 

questions from the Foundation pathway; 

➢ In some cases, the ‘Exit Quiz’ was provided with an extension: correct the wrong answers; 

➢ All tasks or questions labelled as ‘Discuss’ were made into written tasks in the workbook; 

➢ Quotation Hunter resource was integrated within the lessons, not as a separate resource at 

the end of the booklet. 

 

A few mentions for specific lessons: 

Lesson number Mastery version Workbook version 
1 Look closely at this 

painting. What can you 
see? 

Questions were added to point students to 
specific parts of the painting. They will 
need to annotate the painting by looking 
closely at the details pointed out and 
answering the questions.  

2 • Jack: Listen to the 
clip and answer the 
questions 

 

• The Poor Law: Watch 
the clip and answer 
the questions 

• Jack: Transcript of clip added in the 
workbook instead. 

 
 

• The Poor Law: document added and 
option to watch the YouTube clip 
mentioned. 

3 How does each image 
relate to Oliver’s life in 
the first chapter of 
‘Oliver Twist’?  

To be done in writing. Questions added 
under each image to guide students. 

5 N/A Comprehension task introduced after 
reading Chapter 4. 

6 What makes Oliver 
vulnerable?  

What makes Oliver vulnerable? Write 
down three reasons. The first reason is 
given as a model. 

7 • What is Noah 
Claypole like? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Topic sentences for 
the question ‘What is 
Noah Claypole like? 

The task asks students to 
decide if the topic 
sentences are good or 
not. 
 
 
 
 

• Words to describe Noah given to the 
students. 

 
When putting the words to describe Noah 
into sentences, some of them were slightly 
rephrased to make it clear to students that 
there is a direct link between these steps 
of coming up with a topic sentence. 
 
 
 

• Given directly to the students as 
models of topic sentences that are not 
good with a brief sentence added to 
explain why that is. 
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8 – Please note 
that this lesson 
covers three 
chapters from 
the modern 
version of ‘Oliver 
Twist’. It 
therefore also 
contains a fair 
amount of 
comprehension 
tasks. 
 

Do Now Extension: Make 
sure you have written 
each of your answers as a 
topic sentence. 
 

Do Now Extension: Write three topic 
sentences to answer the question: How is 
Mrs Sowerberry presented in ‘Oliver 
Twist’? 

9 – Please note 
that this lesson 
contains the 
Close Reading of 
the original 
extract describing 
The Artful 
Dodger. 

Close reading The extract given to the students for the 
close reading task is already divided into 
the three sections on which they need to 
focus. They are not required to do this 
step themselves. 
 
All the steps of the Close Reading activity 
are listed on a sheet of instructions and 
the students are advised to complete each 
step at a time. 
 
At the end of this task, the students are 
given a model of what their extract should 
look like with all the annotations 
completed. This is taken from the 
Foundation lesson. 
 
How does Dickens present The 
Artful Dodger paragraph – students are 
given the structure of an analytical 
paragraph and sentence starters to help 
them. 
 

12 Do Now: 
How do these images 
relate to what you’ve just 
read 

The first image provides comes with a 
model of how this should be completed. 
 
Questions attached to the images to help 
students find the right answer. 
 

13 Annotate this quotation 
with a partner: ‘The man 
who growled out these 
words, was a stoutly-
built fellow of about five-
and-thirty’ 
 

Quotation given with all the annotations. 

14 N/A Comprehension task introduced after 
reading Chapters 13 and 14 
 

15 Model paragraph Model paragraph given to students with 
additions explaining which section is the 
topic sentence, evidence and explanation. 
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17 • Original extract 
resource all in one 
place in student 
booklet  

 
 
 

• Annotate the 
quotation in pars 

• Original extract divided into Part 1, 2 
and 3 to allow students to complete 
short tasks after reading each section 
of the text. This actually reflects the 
way this extract is used during the 
lesson. 

 
 

• Annotate the quotation using the 
questions to help you. 
 

20 With a partner, make a 
list of what makes Bill’s 
murder of Nancy so 
brutal.  
 

Annotate the image of Nancy’s murder to 
show what makes it so brutal. Questions 
added to help students reach the correct 
answers. 

22 Practise reading an 
unseen extract: ‘Keep 
quiet you warmint’ 
 

All the steps of this activity are listed on a 
sheet of instructions and the students are 
advised to complete each step at a time. 
 
At the top of the extract, space was added 
where students need to write down the 
characteristic of Sikes best shown in the 
extract. 
 
The three quotes annotated on the slides 
are given with the full annotations in the 
workbook. 
 
Model of good notes and bad notes given 
in full in the workbook. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 1 

Mastery Content: 

• The Victorian era was between 1837 -1901. 

• The era is named after Queen Victoria. 

• London had a growing population during the Victorian era. 

• The growing population led to overcrowding and poor living conditions. 

• Poor living conditions and a lack of hygiene led to disease and death. 

Do Now 

The Victorian era took place between 1837 – 1901. 

Keeping that in mind, put the following periods of history in order, starting with the 

oldest:  

    

 

 

 

 

 

Victorian

s 

Your lifetime 

oldest most 

recent 

Queen Victoria 

World War 2 Vikings Dinosaurs walked the earth 

Your lifetime Ancient Egypt Romans 

This is Queen Victoria. 

She became Queen on 20th June 1837, and 

died on Tuesday 22nd January, 1901.  

The period between 1837 and 1901 is known as 

the Victorian era. 
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This term, we will be reading a 19th century novel by Charles Dickens. 

We will be reading ‘Oliver Twist’. You might already be familiar with the 

story. 

 

Before we start reading the novel, we will be learning about the 

Victorian era and what life was like during that time, particularly in 

London as this is where most of the novel takes place. Let’s read about the Victorian Era.  

 

The Victorian era 

The Victorian era lasted between 1837 and 1901. During this time, Britain was the most 

powerful nation in the world. Britain ruled many other countries in the world, and this was 

known as the British Empire. Trade with the Empire made Britain rich. This wealth led to 

advances in science, technology and culture. 

Victorian London was the largest city in the world during the nineteenth century. It was 

full of markets, music halls, factories, theatres and department stores. Many of London’s 

most famous buildings and landmarks were built during the nineteenth century, including 

–  

 

 

 

Tower Bridge The Houses of Parliament 

Victoria Station Trafalgar Square 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi6rPioqMrhAhUhzoUKHQASAnoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://ayoqq.org/explore/bridge-drawing-hand-drawn/&psig=AOvVaw18Zu_QD35_JXvbuMEuc9Nj&ust=1555150252404508
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYi--vqcrhAhXvyYUKHbZECBgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://ayoqq.org/explore/london-drawing-house-parliament/&psig=AOvVaw3cdjO1Z76p4GSq8uwyozz0&ust=1555150522101218
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIusDpqcrhAhVjxYUKHaekCuoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/train-drawing-into-station.html&psig=AOvVaw30jvdtqKqplXlSzTPDd46I&ust=1555150658967303
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwictMD2qMrhAhVMUxoKHVrfAF0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://londonist.com/2015/03/how-much-do-you-really-know-about-trafalgar-square&psig=AOvVaw3wb-qUBUXLizEkS_EjZ_IT&ust=1555150419692795
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People are described as living in poverty when they are extremely poor. Now let’s read 

about poverty in Victorian London. 

Poverty in Victorian London 

 

London’s increase in wealth did not mean that everybody who lived in London became 

wealthy. In fact, for many people, it meant the opposite. Many people now wanted to 

live in London. In the nineteenth century, the population grew from about 1 million 

people to 6.7 million people. 

The city became overcrowded. Many 

poor families lived in slums, which were 

areas of the city where living conditions 

were extremely bad. Families who lived in 

poverty found it very difficult to make 

enough money to feed their families. 

Children were not free to play. They either 

had to work to support their families or 

were simply too sick or too hungry. 

Task: Answer the following questions in full sentences.  

1. When was the Victorian era? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What have you learned about Victorian Britain? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What have you learned about Victorian London? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwnqqov8rhAhUox4UKHTrtCJ4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/413346072049414274/&psig=AOvVaw0Gb6nhFKnxrNAXfxA07UCM&ust=1555156426748734
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The city became polluted. The pollution created a thick fog 

which had a green colour (a ‘pea-souper’). The fog was so 

bad that you couldn’t see where you were going in it. 

Running water and toilets were rare. Waste ran straight into 

the River Thames. People had to use the river for drinking 

water, and this meant that they were drinking dirty water. 

Drinking dirty water caused a killer disease called, ‘cholera.’ 

Thousands of people were killed by these unhygienic 

conditions. 

Life was different for rich families … 

Wealthy families lived in large houses, with a special room for 

the children called the ‘nursery.’ Children ate, played and 

slept in the nursery, and were supervised by a servant called 

a ‘nanny.’ Even though wealthy people had luxuries like servants and better living 

conditions, they were still at high risk of disease and of dying young. 

 

 

Comprehension task: Decide if the statements below are true or false. If they are false, 

write down the correct answer underneath. 

1. Between 1800 and 1899, the population grew from 1 million people to 6.7 

million people.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. There was lots of room for all the new people who had moved to the city.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Poor families lived in slums where living conditions were dirty, overcrowded and 

unpleasant. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Both rich and poor children experienced happy childhoods. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. A ‘pea-souper’ is the name for the thick green fog of pollution that would 

cover London. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Clean running water and toilets were available to everyone. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ‘Cholera’ was not caused by dirty water or poor hygiene. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task: Look closely at the painting and answer the questions based on what you see. 

 

 

             

What do you notice about their 

clothes? 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

What do you notice about the 

dog? 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

___ 

Why do you think the people are 

clutching their stomachs? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Do you think these people are rich 

or poor? Why? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

Task: Look closely at this painting. Describe what you can see and what you think is 

happening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 
‘The Doctor’ by Sir Luke Fildes (1891) 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements about Victorian London are correct? 

a) Victorian London was busy and crowded. 

b) Rich people never died of disease. 

c) Queen Elizabeth I was the Queen of England during the Victorian era. 

d) Many people died because the drinking water was dirty. 

e) Everybody was taught to read. 

            Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 2 

Mastery Content: 

• Life was hard for very poor people in Victorian London. 

• Poor people who couldn’t get paid work were sent to workhouses.  

• The conditions in the workhouses were awful. 

• Many people died in the workhouses. 

• Charles Dickens cared about poor people in Victorian England. 

• Dickens thought that the workhouses treated poor people like criminals. 

Do Now: Last lesson we read some information about the Victorian era. Answer the 

questions below in full sentences. 

Use the images to help you: 

 

1. When was the Victorian era? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What happened to London’s population in the Victorian era? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Name at least two buildings that were built during the Victorian era. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: What were the differences in the lives of rich people and poor people in 

Victorian England? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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‘Jack’ Transcript 

My name is Jack. I live with my older sister and her family in a tiny place in Camden. Our 

parents both died of tuberculosis when I was 7. It was terrible – I would hear them 

coughing and coughing all night long, and then in the endthey got so weak they died. 

My sister told me they’d be happy in heaven and we’d see them again in the afterlife. 

After they died there wasn’t enough money for us all to live on, and there was hardly any 

food for us all.  I had to go out to work as a chimney sweep. The work was horrible. I had 

to squeeze my way up dirty chimney pots to try and clear them. Sometimes it was so 

dark and dirty in the chimney that I weren’t able to breathe. The soot and the dirt would 

get all over my clothes and in my hair and mouth. Whatever I would eat would taste of 

soot! My boss wasn’t good to me either. If I didn’t work fast enough 

or hard enough he’d whack me. I did that job for ages, but last 

year my sister got me a better job. Now I work as a message boy. I 

carry messages all over London. Some days you have to fight your 

way through all the crowds of people on the roads. In the winter the 

roads are muddy and you get covered in dirt. In the summer the 

smell coming from the river and the horse manure on the streets is 

terrible.  Sometimes I see the rich people queuing up to go the 

theatres and eat in nice restaurants. I can’t afford any of that.  

 

A day in the life of a Victorian child 

This is Jack. Even though he is still a child, he must work for a living.  

Task: Read the transcript from the audio clip and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task: Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

1. What do you learn about Jack’s family? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why does Jack have to work? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What jobs does he do and what are they like? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jack is an orphan. This means that both his parents have died. However, Jack is 

lucky because he lives with his sister. 

Let’s read about the children who were sent to the workhouse. These were children 

who had no one to look after them. 

 

Task: Read the information below on ‘The Workhouse’ and answer the questions that 

follow in full sentences. 
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  The Workhouse 

 

What was life like for people who couldn’t work in 

Victorian London? 

 

During the Victorian era, there were lots of people living 

in poverty. Lots of people couldn’t work because they 

were too old, young or ill. Sometimes, there weren’t 

enough jobs. There were also people who did work but 

still lived in poverty because they were paid so little. Life 

was very hard and many people couldn’t afford to buy 

food and basic necessities because there were no 

benefits or pensions. There was also a lot of disease and 

there was no free healthcare so poor people could not 

afford treatment. Children were particularly at risk. 

Nearly half of all children died before the age of five. 

Not only that, but childbirth was very dangerous for 

women. Lots of women would die whilst giving birth. 

 

If both a child’s parents are dead, we call that child an 

orphan. In Victorian England, there were a lot of 

orphans and they had tough lives. Sometimes, they 

would be looked after by another member of their 

family but if they didn’t have someone like this, they 

would grow up on the streets and beg for money.  

 

What difference did The Poor Law of 1834 make to the 

lives of people who couldn’t work? 

 

By 1834, the number of people begging on the streets 

was growing. The government wanted to stop this, so 

they wrote The Poor Law. This changed the laws about 

how to look after people who couldn’t work. It made it 

illegal for poor people to be given food or money and 

created workhouses, instead. Workhouses were big 

buildings where desperate people would go to work in 

exchange for food and shelter. 

 

What were workhouses like? 

 

The workhouses were supposed to be so horrible that no 

one would want to seek help from them unless they 

were truly desperate. The work was very hard and often 

dangerous. Punishments for disobeying the rules were 

extremely harsh. People in the workhouse were not paid 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in poverty – when 

you are extremely 

poor 

 

pensions – money 

to help you live 

when you are too 

old to work 
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any money for the work they carried out. It was thought 

that the food and shelter they were given was payment 

enough. However, they were given hardly any food. 

The most common meal was gruel, which is a thin liquid 

of oats and water.  

 

You could not come and go from the workhouse. 

Families were split up and often never saw each other 

again, as there were separate parts for men, women 

and children. Once you entered, it was very difficult to 

leave and most people ended up dying there, either of 

disease or over-exhaustion. Many orphans were sent 

there and lived there for their whole lives.  

 

What did Dickens think about The Poor Law? Why? 

 

Charles Dickens was very strongly opposed to The Poor 

Law for several reasons. One reason was that his father 

owed money and couldn’t pay it so was sent to prison. 

The conditions were horrible but the family was able to 

stay together so it seemed better than the workhouse. 

Dickens pointed out that, rather than helping poor 

people, The Poor Law was treating them like criminals. 

He dedicated his life to writing works that revealed the 

true horrors of life for poor people in Victorian London.  

 

35 

 

 

 

 

40 

 

 

 

 

 

45 

 

 

 

 

 

50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

criminals - people 

who break the law. 

 

Main Task: Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

 

1. What was life like for people who couldn’t work in Victorian London? 

Why?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Main Task continued: Answer the following questions in full sentences. 

2. What is an orphan and why were there lots of them in Victorian England?   

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What were workhouses and what were they like?  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did Charles Dickens think about workhouses? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have 

you spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

We have already looked at how The Poor Law of 1834 meant that poor people were 

sent to workhouses.  

To find out more about what life was like in the workhouses, follow the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blyYxpNbgeU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blyYxpNbgeU
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements about Victorian workhouses are correct? 

a) The workhouses treated poor people like criminals. 

b) The workhouses were large, comfortable places to live. 

c) People could come and go from the workhouse. 

d) Orphans were well cared for in the workhouses. 

e) Gruel was a very watery form of porridge. 

 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 3 

Mastery Content: 

• The story has a sad beginning 

• Oliver’s mother died just after Oliver was born. 

• Oliver is an orphan 

• Oliver started his life in a workhouse 

Do Now: As you know, 'Oliver Twist' is set in Victorian England. Based on the first line of 

the story which you can see in the box below, answer the questions in full sentences. 

 

 

 

1. Do you think the story will centre on rich or poor people? Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What kind of things might happen in the story to give it ‘a note of sadness’? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How do you think the story might be similar to Dickens’s life? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘Regrettably, our story must begin on a note of sadness. It is an 

unfortunate truth that not all beginnings are happy ones.’  
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Last lesson, we explored the experience of being an 

orphan in Victorian England.  

An orphan is a child whose parents are dead. 

• Lots of orphans worked in hard jobs like chimney 

sweeping. 

• If they couldn’t find a job, they could be sent to a 

workhouse. 

• They could die of disease or starvation. They might 

never escape the workhouse. 

• They were treated like criminals. 

 

Task: Can you think of any famous orphans from stories you know? Write down a few 

examples. 

•  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

•  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

•  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

•  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We have already looked at information about Charles 

Dickens. Here are a few key facts: 

• His father went to debtors’ prison which was a bit like 

a workhouse. 

• Dickens disliked The Poor Law because he thought it 

treated poor people like criminals.  

• He wrote novels and wanted to show what life was 

really like for poor people in Victorian London.  

 

The importance of Charles Dickens in English Literature 

makes ‘Oliver Twist’ an excellent choice for the first novel 

that you will be reading in Year 7! 

 

 

In this lesson, we are going to read the first chapter of Oliver Twist. 

Before we read, let’s look at an important piece of vocabulary: novel. We know that 

Charles Dickens wrote a lot of novels. 

 

Vocabulary: novel 

Novel – a long book which usually tells a story about imaginary people and events. 

 

Practice task: Which statements are true and which are false? Tick the correct 

answers. 

1. Novels are usually books about people who don’t exist. 

2. J. K. Rowling (the writer of Harry Potter) wrote novels for children. 

3. Daniel Radcliffe plays Harry Potter in J. K. Rowling’s novels. 

4. Daniel Radcliffe plays Harry Potter in the film version of J. K. Rowling’s novels. 

5. ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins, ‘Skellig’ by David Almond and ‘Holes’ 

by Louis Sachar are all novels. 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 1 of ‘Oliver Twist’.  

Read from p.1 until the end of the chapter.  
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Comprehension Task: Look at the images below. Write down how each image relates 

to Oliver’s life in the first chapter of ‘Oliver Twist’. Use the questions to help you.  

What happened to the woman’s 

children? 

 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

__ 

What happened to Oliver’s mother? 

 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

 

What do the children eat? 

 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Where is does the story in Chapter 1 

take place? 

 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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 Main task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. What do you think Oliver’s early life will be like? Be specific.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Last lesson, we met Jack, the chimney sweep. How is Oliver’s life similar? How is 

it different? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: At the end of reading ‘Oliver Twist’, a student said, ‘What Dickens wants us 

to learn from the story is that people should not be treated like criminals just because 

they are poor.’ 

How does the first chapter of ‘Oliver Twist’ show that this student is right? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct? 

a) Oliver’s mother died just after Oliver was born. 

b) Oliver’s mother was called Mrs Twist.  

c) Oliver was a weak baby. 

d) The hero of our story is an orphan. 

e) Orphans were sent to live in the workhouse. 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 4 

Mastery Content: 

• The workhouse where Oliver grows up is a tough place. 

• The boys in the workhouse are starving.  

• Oliver is nominated to ask for more food. 

• We are reading two different versions of ‘Oliver Twist’ 

• How to use a glossary. 

Do Now: Below are two images of workhouses. Look at these images and answer the 

questions below in full sentences. You will need the information you learned in the 

previous lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Describe what you can see in each image: 

Image A: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Image B: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. List three things you know about workhouses: 

• ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do the events of Chapter 1 from ‘Oliver Twist’ relate to these two pictures? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

A B 
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Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 2 of ‘Oliver Twist’.  

Read from p.8 until the end of the chapter. 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences.  

1. Why does Mrs. Bumble water down the boys’ gruel? (Pages 8 – 9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Dick is a very ill child living in the workhouse. What two things does Oliver do to 

try to help him? (Page 9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How can we tell that the boys are starving? (Page 10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Oliver have to ask for more gruel? (Page 11) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How does Mr. Bumble react when Oliver asks for more food? (Page 12) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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In chapter 2, we read this famous quotation from ‘Oliver Twist’: 

 

‘Please, sir, I want 

some more’. 

The line, ‘Please sir, I want some more,’ is one of the most famous sentences in 

literature. Mr Bumble’s reaction is just as famous.  

'Oliver Twist' has been adapted many times for film and for the theatre.  

If you wish to watch a film adaptation of this scene, follow the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIi7kb3NFyY 

Comprehension task continued: 

Extension: Was Oliver right to ask for more? Why/why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This term, we are reading ‘Oliver Twist’ in two different versions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• This shortens and simplifies bits. 

• It is what we have read so far 

An abridged version The original novel 

• This is what Dickens actually wrote 

• We are going to read bits or 

extracts from it 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gIi7kb3NFyY
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‘Please, Sir, I want some more.’ Original extract. 

Starving, the boys in the workhouse draw straws to decide who will ask the 

master for more gruel. Oliver draws the short straw and asks for more.  

 
 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

Twist and his companions suffered the tortures of 

slow starvation for three months: at last they got so 

voracious and wild with hunger, that one boy, who 

was tall for his age, and hadn't been used to that 

sort of thing (for his father had kept a small cook-

shop), hinted darkly to his companions, that unless 

he had another basin of gruel per diem, he was 

afraid he might some night happen to eat the boy 

who slept next him, who happened to be a weakly 

youth of tender age. He had a wild, hungry eye; and 

they implicitly believed him. A council was held; lots 

were cast who should walk up to the master after 

supper that evening, and ask for more; and it fell to 

Oliver Twist. 

 

 

voracious – wanting food 

 

cook-shop – shop selling 

cooked food 

basin – bowl; per dium – 

every day  

 

tender – young  

 

lots were cast – someone 

was chosen at random 

 

 

Now we are going to read an extract from the original novel.  

Before we read, you need to remember that Dickens was writing nearly 200 years 

ago. There will be words that you haven’t seen before.  

 

 
If you want to know what a 

word means, look in the 

glossary which runs down the 

right hand side of the page. 

 

Reading: The extract we will read today is from the second chapter of the original 

novel. It has the title, ‘Please, Sir, I want some more.’ 

• In the extract we are about to read, the boys in the workhouse are starving. 

They draw straws to decide who will ask the Master for more gruel. Oliver draws 

the short straw and asks for more.  

 

• Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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20 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 
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The evening arrived; the boys took their places. 

The master, in his cook's uniform, stationed himself at 

the copper; his pauper assistants ranged themselves 

behind him; the gruel was served out; and a long 

grace was said over the short commons. The gruel 

disappeared; the boys whispered each other, and 

winked at Oliver; while his next neighbours nudged 

him. Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, 

and reckless with misery. He rose from the table; and 

advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, 

said: somewhat alarmed at his own temerity: 

'Please, sir, I want some more.' 

The master was a fat, healthy man; but he 

turned very pale. He gazed in stupefied 

astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds, 

and then clung for support to the copper. The 

assistants were paralysed with wonder; the boys with 

fear. 

'What!' said the master at length, in a faint voice. 

'Please, sir,' replied Oliver, 'I want some more.' 

The master aimed a blow at Oliver's head with 

the ladle; pinioned him in his arm; and shrieked 

aloud for the beadle. 

stationed – sat 

pauper – poor  

 

grace – prayer 

  

 

 

 

 

temerity – nerve, cheek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

faint – quiet  

pinioned – grabbed him 

tight 

beadle – person 

responsible for the 

workhouse (Mr Bumble) 
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Oliver Twist 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

     

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T1 

Score 

___ /10 

 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each question. 

1) Which statements about Victorian London are correct? (2) 

a) There were lots of nasty diseases caused by the dirt and overcrowding. 

b) The population of London got much smaller because so many people died of 

disease.  

c) The Victorian era was from 1837-1901. 

d) There were hardly any new buildings in London in the Victorian era. 

e) Everybody in Victorian London had a high standard of living.  

 

2) Which statements about Victorian London are correct? (2) 

a) Victorian London was busy and crowded. 

b) Rich people never died of disease. 

Comprehension task: Write down your answers to the following questions. 

Use the line number to help you find the correct answers to the questions.  

1. Why do the boys decide that someone has to ask for more? (lines 4 - 14) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does the master look different from how Oliver looks? What does that tell 

us about the master’s life? (line 27) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Comprehension task continued: 

3. Why do you think the master reacts as he does to Oliver’s request? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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c) Queen Elizabeth I was the Queen of England during the Victorian era. 

d) Rich people had servants to do a lot of work for them. 

e) Everybody was taught to read.  

 

3) Which statements about Victorian workhouses are correct? (2) 

a) The workhouses treated poor people like criminals. 

b) The workhouses were large, comfortable places to live. 

c) People could come and go from the workhouse. 

d) Orphans were well cared for in the workhouses. 

e) Gruel was a very watery form of porridge. 

 

4) Which statements about Charles Dickens are correct? (3) 

a) Charles Dickens’s father was sent to prison. 

b) Charles Dickens spent time with his father in prison. 

c) He was an orphan. 

d) His books were not popular in his own lifetime.  

e) He lived in the 19th century. 

 

5) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) ‘Oliver Twist’ tells the story of Charles Dickens’s life. 

b) Charles Dickens understood what it was like to grow up in poverty. 

c) Charles Dickens’s mother died in childbirth. 

d) Oliver Twist’s mother died just after Oliver was born. 

e) Charles Dickens grew up in a workhouse.  

 

6) Which statements about Oliver and his mother are correct? (2) 

a) Oliver’s mother died because she lived in a workhouse.  

b) Oliver’s mother was called Mrs Twist.  

c) Oliver was a weak baby. 

d) The hero of our story is an orphan. 

e) Orphans were sent to live at the workhouse.  

 

7) Which statements about the workhouse where Oliver lives are correct? (2) 

a) Oliver’s mother also lives at the workhouse. 

b) Oliver washes bottles at the workhouse. 

c) Oliver chooses to ask for more. 

d) The orphans who live at the workhouse are not fed enough to be healthy. 

e) The orphans have to wash up their bowls and spoons after they have eaten.  

 

8) A friend tells you that the Victorian era was a brilliant time to be alive. Which of the 

following would be a good answer? (3) 

a) It wasn’t so brilliant for poor people. 

b) That’s correct because the Victorian era was brilliant for everyone. 

c) Very wealthy people could have a brilliant time. 

d) That’s incorrect because the Victorian era was a very boring time. 

e) It wasn’t so brilliant for orphans.  
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9) Why does Oliver ask for more? (2) 

a) He loves gruel. 

b) He misunderstood the rules of the workhouse. 

c) Another boy had been threatening to eat one of them. 

d) Lots had been drawn, and Oliver had been chosen to do it. 

e) Oliver thinks that he is better than everybody else. 

 

10) What is the most famous line in ‘Oliver Twist’? (1) 

a) “More, Sir, please.” 

b) "Me want gruel.” 

c) “Please, Sir, I want some more.” 

d) “Sir. Can I have some more, please?” 

e) “Please, Sir. Can I lick the spoon?” 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 5 

Mastery Content: 

• The world beyond the workhouse is also hostile and holds many challenges for 

Oliver. 

• The people who are paid to look after the orphans are corrupt. 

• The board wants to get rid of Oliver so much that they pay someone to take 

him away. 

• Mrs Sowerberry, the undertaker’s wife, is cruel to Oliver. 

Do Now: Write THREE sentences about what you can see happening in this illustration. 

 

1. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

Extension: What does this illustration show you about what life was like for orphans in the 

Victorian era? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Let’s reread this paragraph from Chapter 2, page 8: 

Mrs Bumble was given a weekly allowance from the town 

council to feed and dress her charges.  She was a very 

careful woman and was always worried about money. 

Unfortunately, she was more worried about her personal 

income than the well-being of the children in her care. 

Therefore, she kept the majority of the allowance for herself 

and used the rest to feed the children. In order to make the 

supply of gruel go farther, Mrs Bumble watered it down. 

 

Task: Write your answer to the following question in detail. 

What do you learn about Mrs Bumble in this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read the first sentence of this paragraph once more. Notice the parts in bold in 

particular. 

Mrs Bumble was given a weekly allowance from the 

town council to feed and dress her charges...  

… she kept the majority of the allowance for herself.  

 

She spends public money that is intended for orphans on herself.  

This means that Mrs Bumble is corrupt. 

The word ‘corrupt’ is very useful for describing a number of characters in the novel, 

‘Oliver Twist.’ 
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Vocabulary: corrupt 

Corrupt: Someone is ‘corrupt’ if they use their power in a dishonest or illegal way in 

order to make life better for themselves. 

Examples: These situations describe someone who is corrupt. 

1. An English teacher says she would give a student a good grade if they gave 

her £20.00.  The English teacher is corrupt. 

 

2. The policewoman ignored the thieves because they gave her some of the 

money they stole. The policewoman is corrupt. 

 

3. The boy ripped up some of the class votes so that he could become Class 

President. The boy is corrupt.  

 

Practice task: Which of the situations below describe someone who is corrupt? Tick 

the right answer. 

1. The woman paid a man to decorate her house. 

2. The driving inspector gave the boy a pass because the boy’s mother paid him 

extra. 

3. The woman persuaded the hair dresser to do her hair for free. 

4. The policeman arrested his best friend for stealing from the shop. 

5. The woman said she would tell the police about the man’s crime if he didn’t 

marry her.  

 

 

 

 

Task: Write two full sentences answering the question: 

What makes Mrs Bumble corrupt? 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: We are going to continue reading ‘Oliver Twist’. Let’s read Chapter 3: A New 

Home, from page 14 to the end of the chapter. 

• In this chapter, Mr Bumble goes to visit the board members. The board 

members are the people who pay Mr. Bumble to run the workhouse. 

 

• In this chapter, you are also going to hear about an undertaker.                        

An undertaker is a person who organises funerals. 

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. At the start of the chapter, what are the board members eating?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does this compare to the food Oliver eats?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do the board members decide to do with Oliver?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How much do the board members care about Oliver? Why do you think that? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 4, A Bit of Meat. 

• In Chapter 4, we read that Oliver is taken away from the workhouse 

to work as an undertaker’s assistant. 

 

• An undertaker is a funeral director. They prepared dead bodies for burial by 

treating them with chemicals and putting them in coffins before the funeral.   

Read from p.18 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. What does Mrs Sowerberry look like? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Mrs Sowerberry feel about Oliver? Why makes you think that? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Oliver get for dinner? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where does Oliver have to sleep? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How does Oliver feel before he falls asleep? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Main Task: Write a paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 7 and 9 sentences. 

How does a reader feel towards Oliver at this point in the novel?  

Use the pictures and sentence starters below to help you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does a reader feel towards Oliver at this point in the novel?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names correctly? 

e.g. Dickens 

 

• By opening the novel with the death of Oliver’s mother, Dickens makes 

the reader feel … 

• The cruel conditions in the workhouse encourages the reader to see 

Oliver as … 

• The reader is likely to feel … 

• Dickens creates sympathy for Oliver by … 
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Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

Exit Quiz 

Which of the following characters in ‘Oliver Twist’ are corrupt? 

a) Mrs Bumble is corrupt because she takes money to feed the orphans but keeps 

most of it for herself. 

b) Dick is corrupt because he lets Oliver feed him his gruel even though Oliver is 

also starving. 

c) The board members are corrupt as they eat a big meal while the children in 

the workhouse are starving. 

d) Charles Dickens is corrupt because he hates to see innocent children being 

abused by those who are paid to care for them. 

e) Mrs Sowerberry is corrupt because she feeds Oliver meat for the first time in his 

life. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 6 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver is vulnerable, especially when other characters have power over him. 

• There were many vulnerable orphans, like Oliver, in Victorian England. 

• Noah works at the undertakers, is very poor and is older than Oliver. 

• Noah bullies Oliver. 

• Oliver attacks Noah. 

• Charlotte thinks that Oliver was born a criminal. 

Do Now: Oliver has been unfairly treated throughout his life.  

Write down how each of the following three characters have treated Oliver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Mrs Bumble:  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The board members of the workhouse 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Mrs Sowerberry 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Why can’t Oliver defend himself from these characters? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mrs Bumble 
The board members of the 

workhouse Mrs Sowerberry 
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Extra writing space for extension: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

One word we could use to describe Oliver is vulnerable. Look at the vocabulary box 

below to understand what vulnerable means. 
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Vocabulary: vulnerable 

Vulnerable: If someone is vulnerable they are in a situation where they could be easily 

harmed. 

Examples: These situations describe someone who is vulnerable. 

1. One wrong move and the man would fall to the sharks. 

He knew he was vulnerable but continued anyway.  

 

2. All her friends had left her and she didn’t know what to do. 

She felt so vulnerable.  

 

3. If you don’t start studying more for your exams, you  

will put yourself in a very vulnerable position. 

 

Practice task: Why are each of these people in a vulnerable position? Give your 

explanation for each of the examples. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



52 
 

 

Task: What makes Oliver vulnerable? Write down three reasons. The first reason is given 

to you as a model. 

He is poor and he 

grew up in a 

workhouse 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

_____ ______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 5, Noah. 

• Oliver is a vulnerable character.  

• This has made him the victim of corrupt adults. 

• It also makes him the target for bullies like Noah Claypole. 

Read from p.24 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. How does Noah introduce himself to Oliver?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension task continued: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

2. Give at least three ways in which Noah bullies Oliver. 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Noah say about Oliver’s mother?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Oliver react to being bullied? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do the Sowerberrys stop Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Did Oliver have a choice in the way that he reacted to Noah? Why do you 

think that? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to read the extract from the original text in which Oliver 

reacts to Noah Claypole’s bullying. 

• Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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‘Noah Claypole.’ Original Extract 

In this extract, Oliver is provoked into a fight with Noah Claypole. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

35 

 

 

'Yer know, Work'us,' continued Noah, emboldened by 

Oliver's silence, and speaking in a jeering tone of affected 

pity: of all tones the most annoying: 'Yer know, Work'us, it 

can't be helped now; and of course yer couldn't help it 

then; and I am very sorry for it; and I'm sure we all are, and 

pity yer very much. But yer must know, Work'us, yer mother 

was a regular right-down bad 'un.' 

'What did you say?' inquired Oliver, looking up very 

quickly. 

'A regular right-down bad 'un, Work'us,' replied Noah, 

coolly. 'And it's a great deal better, Work'us, that she died 

when she did, or else she'd have been hard labouring in 

Bridewell, or transported, or hung; which is more likely than 

either, isn't it?' 

Crimson with fury, Oliver started up; overthrew the 

chair and table; seized Noah by the throat; shook him, in 

the violence of his rage, till his teeth chattered in his head; 

and collecting his whole force into one heavy blow, felled 

him to the ground. 

A minute ago, the boy had looked the quiet child, 

mild, dejected creature that harsh treatment had made 

him. But his spirit was roused at last; the cruel insult to his 

dead mother had set his blood on fire. His breast heaved; 

his attitude was erect; his eye bright and vivid; his whole 

person changed, as he stood glaring over the cowardly 

tormentor who now lay crouching at his feet; and defied 

him with an energy he had never known before. 

'He'll murder me!' blubbered Noah. 'Charlotte! missis! 

Here's the new boy a murdering of me! Help! help! Oliver's 

gone mad! Char—lotte!' 

Noah's shouts were responded to, by a loud scream 

from Charlotte, and a louder from Mrs. Sowerberry; the 

former of whom rushed into the kitchen by a side-door, 

while the latter paused on the staircase till she was quite 

certain that it was consistent with the preservation of 

human life, to come further down. 

 

 

affected – pretend  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridewell – a prison  

 

crimson – deep red  

 

 

 

 

 

dejected – sad  

roused – stirred, 

awakened 
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Here are some of the things Noah says about Oliver’s mother: 

 

 

 

 

Noah lists the three things that were most likely to happen to criminals in Victorian 

London. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘And it's a great deal better, Work'us, that she died when she did, or 

else she'd have been hard labouring in Bridewell, or transported, or 

hung; which is more likely than either, isn't it?’ 

 

Going to prison: 

Bridewell was a 

famous 

women’s prison. 

 

Transportation: 

this meant 

being sent to 

Australia. 

 

Being hung or 

hanged: this 

meant being killed 

for your crime. 

 

Task: Answer the question below in full sentences. Explain your answer in detail. 

How does Noah insult Oliver’s mother? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Mrs Sowerberry and Charlotte’s conversation 

from the original text. 

• Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Mrs Sowerberry’s conversation with Charlotte, original extract 

'Oh! Charlotte,' said Mrs. Sowerberry: speaking as well as she could. 'Oh! 

Charlotte, what a mercy we have not all been murdered in our beds!' 

'Ah! mercy indeed, ma'am,' was the reply. I only hope this'll teach master not to have 

any more of these dreadful creatures, that are born to be murderers and robbers 

from their very cradle. Poor Noah! He was all but killed, ma'am, when I come in.' 

In the passage you just read, Charlotte says this about children like Oliver: 

 

 ‘…these dreadful creatures, that are born to be 

murderers and robbers from their very cradle.’ 

 

Main Task: Agree or Disagree 

Write one paragraph explaining if you agree or disagree with Charlotte. Your answer 

should be between 5 and 9 sentences. 

Make sure you use these words in your paragraph: 

• Orphan  

• Vulnerable 

• Corrupt 

Do you agree or disagree with Charlotte? Why/why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space: Do you agree or disagree with Charlotte? Why/why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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Exit Quiz 

What makes Oliver so vulnerable? 

a) His mother died just after he was born so cannot protect him. 

b) During the Victorian era, thousands of orphans lived their entire lives in 

workhouses. 

c) Corrupt adults, such as Mrs Bumble, can control what he wears and what he 

eats. 

d) Criminals were sent to Australia or were hanged. 

e) He cannot easily defend himself from bullies like Noah Claypole. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 7 

Mastery Content: 

• That we will write about ‘Oliver Twist’ in analytical paragraphs. 

• The first sentence of an analytical paragraph is often called a topic 

sentence. 

• A topic sentence should: 

• Answer the question 

• Say something accurate 

• Focus on one thing 

Do Now: We have looked at how Oliver has been sent away from the workhouse to 

work for an undertaker.  

Write one paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be between 

5 and 8 sentences. 

Why is Oliver vulnerable in the novel?  

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: What do you think causes Oliver’s bad luck? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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You may have noticed that ‘Oliver Twist’ is written in paragraphs.  

 

paragraph 

paragraph 

paragraph 

You should be able to tell where the paragraphs start and end by looking at a 

piece of writing.  

 

These are paragraphs of a story. 

This term, you will also be writing 

paragraphs, but you will not be 

writing a story. 

Instead, you will be thinking very 

carefully about, or analysing, a 

story: ‘Oliver Twist’.  

Today, we are going to look at 

how to start these analytical 

paragraphs. 

 

You will use analytical paragraphs to write your answer to a question. You will 

usually come up with more than one thing you can say to answer the question. 

 

Here is an example of a question: 

What is Noah Claypole like in ‘Oliver Twist’?  

 

It is likely that you can come up with more than one answer to this question.  

    

   Let’s try it…!!! 
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First, let’s think about what we remember about Noah from the last lesson. 

violent 

insulting 

bullying 

cruel 

 cowardly 

Let’s now take our ideas and put them into full sentences. 

1. He bullies Oliver. 

2. He violently pulls his hair and twists his ears. 

3. He insults Oliver’s mother. 

4. He is cowardly: when he is overpowered by Oliver, he 

needs Charlotte and Mrs Sowerberry to help him. 

 

We have looked at lots of possible things you could say to answer this question: 

Noah Claypole is: 

• cowardly 

• violent 

• a bully 

 

Each analytical paragraph will focus 

on just one of these things, like the 

fact that he is violent. This makes 

sure you are able to explore each 

of them properly. 

 

Today, we are going to look at how you write a correct first sentence to an analytical 

paragraph. The first sentence is called your topic sentence. 
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A topic sentence does three important things: 

❑ It answers the question. 

❑ It says something accurate. 

❑ It focusses on one thing. 

 

Let’s look at examples of good topic sentences: 

Topic sentence: 

• In ‘Oliver Twist’, Noah Claypole is a bully. 

 

• In ‘Oliver Twist’, Noah Claypole is violent. 

 

• In ‘Oliver Twist’, Noah Claypole is cruel. 

 

 

 Now, let’s look at examples of bad topic sentences: 

Topic sentence 1: 

I don’t like Noah Claypole.  

 

 

 

A topic sentence does three 

important things: 

❑ It answers the question. 

❑ It says something accurate. 

❑ It focusses on one thing. 

 

This topic sentence is not good because it does not answer the question: What is 

Noah Claypole like? 
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Let’s look at another example: 

 

 

 

Let’s see one more example: 

Topic sentence 2: 

Noah Claypole is a friendly 

boy in ‘Oliver Twist’.  

 

 

 

A topic sentence does three 

important things: 

❑ It answers the question. 

❑ It says something accurate. 

❑ It focusses on one thing. 

 

Topic sentence 3: 

Noah Claypole is presented as 

malicious, violent and 

cowardly.    

 

 

 

A topic sentence does three 

important things: 

❑ It answers the question. 

❑ It says something accurate. 

❑ It focusses on one thing. 

 

This topic sentence is not good because it does not say something accurate 

about Noah Claypole. We know he is not a friendly boy in ‘Oliver Twist’. 

 

This topic sentence is not good because it does not focus on just one thing about 

Noah.  

 

A number of students have written topic sentences on this question: 

How does Dickens present Mr and Mrs Bumble? 

Task: Read through the students’ topic sentences. Decide if they are good topic 

sentences or not and write your answer in the table below. 
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Lesson 10: Writing Topic Sentences 

How does Dickens present Mr and Mrs Bumble? 

Topic sentence What does it do? Is it a good topic sentence? 

1. Dickens presents Mr and Mrs Bumble as caring people. 
 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 
No 

2. Dickens presents Mr and Mrs Bumble as corrupt.  
 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 

 

3. Dickens presents Mr Bumble as corrupt, short-tempered 

and cruel.  Dickens presents Mrs Bumble as selfish. 

 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 

 

4. Mr and Mrs Bumble are presented as uncaring. 
 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 

 

5. I think Mr and Mrs Bumble are unkind to the orphans. 
 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 

 

6. Dickens thought that the workhouses were unfair 

because the people running them were often corrupt. 

 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 

 

7. Dickens uses Mr and Mrs Bumble to show how cruel The 

Poor Law of 1834 was.   

 It answers the question. 

 It says something accurate. 

 It focusses on one thing. 
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Main task: Write a good topic sentence to answer each of the questions below. 

1. How is Noah Claypole presented in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your topic sentence: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How is Oliver presented in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your topic sentence: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

'Yer know, Work'us, it can't be helped now; and of course yer couldn't help it 

then; and I am very sorry for it; and I'm sure we all are, and pity yer very 

much. But yer must know, Work'us, yer mother was a regular right-down bad 

'un.' 

'What did you say?' inquired Oliver, looking up very quickly. 

'A regular right-down bad 'un, Work'us,' replied Noah, coolly. 'And it's a great 

deal better, Work'us, that she died when she did, or else she'd have been 

hard labouring in Bridewell, or transported, or hung; which is more likely than 

either, isn't it?' 

 

The evening arrived; the boys took their places. The master, in his cook's 

uniform, stationed himself at the copper; his pauper assistants ranged 

themselves behind him; the gruel was served out; and a long grace was said 

over the short commons. The gruel disappeared; the boys whispered each 

other, and winked at Oliver; while his next neighbours nudged him. Child as 

he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery. He rose from 

the table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said: 

somewhat alarmed at his own temerity: 

'Please, sir, I want some more.' 

 



67 
 

  



68 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Main task continued:  

    3. How is Oliver presented in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your topic sentence: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Crimson with fury, Oliver started up; overthrew the chair and table; seized 

Noah by the throat; shook him, in the violence of his rage, till his teeth 

chattered in his head; and collecting his whole force into one heavy blow, 

felled him to the ground. 

A minute ago, the boy had looked the quiet child, mild, dejected creature 

that harsh treatment had made him. But his spirit was roused at last; the cruel 

insult to his dead mother had set his blood on fire.  

 

Exit Quiz 

Which statement about composing a topic sentence is correct? 

a) A topic sentence gives as much information as possible. 

b) A topic sentence focusses on one thing. 

c) A topic sentence tells the reader about more than one character. 

d) A topic sentence says what you think about Charles Dickens. 

e) A topic sentence can say whatever you want.  
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 8 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver decides to run away to London to have a better life 

• Oliver’s journey to London is hard 

• Oliver has changed from a shy and quiet boy to someone who can stand up 

for himself a bit and take control of his life 

• Oliver meets the Artful Dodger 

Do Now: Write one paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 5 and 9 sentences. 

What made Oliver's life at the undertaker’s so unpleasant? 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Write three topic sentences to answer the question: How is Mrs Sowerberry 

presented in ‘Oliver Twist’? 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 6, The Escape. 

• In this edition, Oliver has been locked in a coffin after his fight with Noah.  

• The Sowerberrys keep him there until Mr Bumble arrives. 

Read from p.29 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. Who does Noah bring to the house? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Mr Bumble say is the reason for Oliver’s behaviour? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Mr Sowerberry decide they will do with Oliver in the morning? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Comprehension task continued: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

4. What does Oliver decide to do next? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How does Oliver escape? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Oliver seems to have changed since he left the workhouse. Which sentence 

on page 29 shows us this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Oliver wants to go to London because he thinks it is ‘filled with opportunities’. 

Using your knowledge of Victorian London, do you think Oliver’s decision to go 

to London is a good decision? Explain your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: We know that the Bumbles fed the boys very little in the workhouse so that 

they could spend the money on themselves instead. Why else might they have fed 

them so little? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 7, Saying Good-bye. 

Read from p.33 until the end of the chapter. 

 task 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. What do you think will happen to Dick after Oliver leaves him? Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Dick is sick and the doctor can’t help him. What does this tell us about life in 

the workhouse? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extra writing space for extension 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension task continued: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

3. Oliver visits Dick on his way to London. On page 34, Dick suggests that Oliver is 

a loyal person. What does he say that shows us this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Give three reasons why Oliver’s journey to London is difficult and the sentences 

or phrases from the text that show them. 

Reason 1: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence from the text for reason 1: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason 2: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence from the text for reason 2: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason 3: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence from the text for reason 3: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 8, London at last. 

Read from p.38 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Comprehension: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. List four things that Oliver sees as he enters London. 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

• ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the Artful Dodger wearing? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What help does the Artful Dodger offer Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where does the boy get food from? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Oliver meets someone new in Chapter 8.  

What have we learned about this new character? 

Task: List everything you learn about the Artful Dodger in chapter 8. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Main task: Agree or Disagree. 

Here are two statements on Oliver’s decision to run away to London.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write one paragraph explaining which statement you agree with the most and why. 

Your answer should be between 8 and 10 sentences long. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

 

 

 

 B. Oliver was wrong to flee to London. 
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Oliver Twist 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

     

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T2 

Score 

___ /10 

When you have marked your quiz, put a tick next to the questions you got 

right and a cross next to the questions you got wrong.  

Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  Q5  

Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  
 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each question. 

1) Which situation describes someone being corrupt? (1) 

a) You practise lots because you want to win the talent show. 

b) Your friend is so impressed by your solo that they vote for you in the talent show. 

c) You offer to pay £20.00 to anyone who will vote for you in the talent show. 

d) You spend your own money making posters for the talent show. 

e) You tell your friend to vote for whoever is best in the talent show. 

 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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2) Which of the following characters in ‘Oliver Twist’ are corrupt? (1) 

a) Mrs Bumble is corrupt because she takes money to feed the orphans but keeps 

most of it for herself. 

b) Dick is corrupt because he lets Oliver feed him his gruel even though Oliver is also 

starving. 

c) The board members are corrupt as they eat a big meal while the children in the 

workhouse are starving. 

d) Charles Dickens is corrupt because he hates to see innocent children being 

abused by those who are paid to care for them. 

e) Mrs Sowerberry is corrupt as she feeds Oliver meat for the first time in his life. 

 

3) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) The abridged version is longer and more detailed than the original novel. 

b) A novel always tells the stories of orphans.  

c) Oliver is very vulnerable. 

d) One man assumes Oliver will become a criminal because he dared to ask for 

more food. 

e) Dickens wanted to show that it was better to be a criminal than to live as a poor 

person.  

 

4) Which statements about chapters 3 and 4 are correct? (3) 

a) The people who pay Mr. Bumble to run the workhouse don’t eat very much so 

that more money can go towards feeding the boys. 

b) The board wants to get rid of Oliver so much that they will pay someone to take 

him away. 

c) An undertaker is someone who prepares dead bodies for the grave. 

d) Mrs. Sowerberry is not happy that Oliver has joined their business. 

e) Oliver thinks living with the Sowerberrys will end in disaster. 

5) What makes Oliver so vulnerable? (3) 

a) His mother died just after he was born so cannot protect him. 

b) During the Victorian era, thousands of orphans lived their entire lives in 

workhouses. 

c) Corrupt adults, such as Mrs Bumble, can control what he wears and what he eats. 

d) Criminals were sent to Australia or were hanged. 

e) He cannot easily defend himself from bullies like Noah Claypole. 

 

6) Which statement about composing a topic sentence is correct? (1) 

a) A topic sentence gives as much information as possible. 

b) A topic sentence focusses on one thing. 

c) A topic sentence tells the reader about more than one character. 

d) A topic sentence says what you think about Charles Dickens. 

e) A topic sentence can say whatever you want.  
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7) Which statements about Chapters 6 and 7 are correct? (2) 

a) Mr Bumble thinks it is dangerous to feed poor children meat in case they get 

enough strength to rebel. 

b) Oliver misses his friend, Dick, so wants to go back to the workhouse. 

c) Only Noah treats Oliver badly at the undertaker’s premises. 

d) Oliver goes to London because he thinks there will be better opportunities for him 

there. 

e) Oliver enjoys his journey to London. 

 

8) Which of these characters are vulnerable? (2) 

a) Dick 

b) Mr Bumble 

c) Oliver 

d) The man in the white waistcoat 

e) Noah Claypole 

 

9) What causes Oliver to fight Noah Claypole? (1) 

a) Mr Sowerberry says that Noah is better than Oliver at doing funerals. 

b) Noah insults Oliver’s mother. 

c) Oliver is jealous of Noah’s parents. 

d) Oliver is an uncontrollably violent child. 

e) Oliver is jealous of Noah’s relationship with Charlotte. 

 

10) What do Noah Claypole and Oliver have in common? (3) 

a) They both work for Mr Sowerberry. 

b) They have both led happy lives. 

c) They are both poor. 

d) They insult each other’s families. 

e) They dislike each other. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 9 

Mastery Content: 

• Dodger has noticed how vulnerable Oliver is 

• Dodger speaks with a dialect 

• Dodger is a pickpocket 

• Dodger offers to provide Oliver with food and shelter 

Do Now: Oliver decides to run away to London which is a long way from where he 

was living. 

List four things that make Oliver’s journey difficult. Use the images to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Why do you think the Artful Dodger was wearing clothes that were much 

too big for him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1 2 3 4 
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Today we are going to read about the Artful Dodger who speaks with a London 

dialect. A dialect is a way people speak in a particular part of the country. 

In the left-hand column is the London dialect from the Victorian era. In the right-hand 

column is standard English. 

 

Today, we will analyse the Artful Dodger. He speaks in this dialect. 

He will use these phrases. Make sure you remember what they mean! 

 

Quick Task: Answer the question below in a full sentence. 

Do you think rich people would have spoken in this dialect? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 ‘The Artful Dodger.’ Original extract, part 1 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

By degrees, the shutters were opened; the window-

blinds were drawn up; and people began passing to 

and fro. Some few stopped to gaze at Oliver for a 

moment or two, or turned round to stare at him as they 

hurried by; but none relieved him, or troubled themselves 

to inquire how he came there. He had no heart to beg. 

And there he sat. 

He had been crouching on the step for some time: 

wondering at the great number of public-houses (every 

other house in Barnet was a tavern, large or small), 

gazing listlessly at the coaches as they passed through, 

and thinking how strange it seemed that they could do, 

with ease, in a few hours, what it had taken him a whole 

week of courage and determination beyond his years to 

accomplish: when he was roused by observing that a 

boy, who had passed him carelessly some minutes 

before, had returned, and was now surveying him most 

earnestly from the opposite side of the way. He took little 

heed of this at first; but the boy remained in the same 

attitude of close observation so long, that Oliver raised 

his head, and returned his steady look. Upon this, the 

boy crossed over; and walking close up to Oliver, said, 

'Hullo, my covey! What's the row?' 

The boy who addressed this inquiry to the young 

wayfarer, was about his own age: but one of the 

queerest looking boys that Oliver had ever seen. He was 

a snub-nosed, flat-browed, common-faced boy 

enough; and as dirty a juvenile as one would wish to see; 

but he had all the airs and manners of a man. He was 

 

 

 

 

relieved – helped 

 

 

 

 

 

listlessly – with no 

purpose 

 

 

 

 

surveying – watching 

little heed – no notice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

wayfarer – traveller  

queerest – strangest  

 

juvenile – young 

person 

 

In this extract, Oliver has just arrived in London. He is spotted by a boy of the same 

age as him, who comes over for a chat. 

Reading: We are now going to read the extract from the original text in which Oliver 

meets the Artful Dodger. 

The Artful Dodger is one of the most famous characters in literature. He has influenced 

lots of the characters people know and love today. 

• Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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35 

 

 

 

short of his age: with rather bow-legs, and little, sharp, 

ugly eyes.  

He wore a man's coat, which reached nearly to his 

heels. He had turned the cuffs back, half-way up his 

arm, to get his hands out of the sleeves: apparently with 

the ultimate view of thrusting them into the pockets of 

his corduroy trousers; for there he kept them. He was, 

altogether, as roystering and swaggering a young 

gentleman as ever stood four feet six, or something less, 

in the bluchers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

roystering – 

swaggering, confident  

bluchers – leather 

boots  

‘The Artful Dodger.’ Original extract, part two. 

The ‘strange boy’ asks Oliver a number of questions, which Oliver naively answers. 

 

 

 

40 

 

 

 

 

45 

 

 

 

 

50 

 

 

'Going to London?' said the strange boy, when Oliver 

had at length concluded. 

'Yes.' 

'Got any lodgings?' 

'No.' 

'Money?' 

'No.' 

The strange boy whistled; and put his arms into his 

pockets, as far as the big coat-sleeves would let them go. 

'Do you live in London?' inquired Oliver. 

'Yes. I do, when I'm at home,' replied the boy. 'I 

suppose you want some place to sleep in to-night, don't 

you?' 

'I do, indeed,' answered Oliver. 'I have not slept under 

a roof since I left the country.' 

 

 

 

lodgings – a place to 

stay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

country – countryside 

 

 

The boy Oliver has just met is called Jack Dawkins, but he is usually known by his 

nickname, The Artful Dodger. He is a very famous character.  

Dodger is a pickpocket – a kind of thief who steals things from people’s pockets.  
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‘The Artful Dodger.’ Close Reading. 

 

'Hullo, my covey! What's the row?'  

The boy who addressed this inquiry to the 

young wayfarer, was about his own age: but 

one of the queerest looking boys that Oliver had 

even seen. 

 

 

 He was a snub-nosed, flat-browed, 

common-faced boy enough; and as dirty a 

juvenile as one would wish to see; but he had 

about him all the airs and manners of a man. He 

was short of his age: with rather bow-legs, and 

little, sharp, ugly eyes.  

 

 

He wore a man's coat, which reached 

nearly to his heels. He had turned the cuffs back, 

half-way up his arm, to get his hands out of the 

sleeves: apparently with the ultimate view of 

thrusting them into the pockets of his corduroy 

trousers; for there he kept them. He was, 

altogether, as roystering and swaggering a 

 

wayfarer – 

traveller 

queerest – 

strangest  

 

 

juvenile – child 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

roystering – 

swaggering  

bluchers – leather 

boots 

Later, you are going to write an answer to the question: 

 

 

 

To prepare for this, we are going to re-read his introduction very carefully and 

complete a close reading of it.  

To do this: 

• you must complete the tasks on the next page in the order in which they 

are given 

• all of your annotations need to be done on the extract found below. 

How does Dickens present The Artful Dodger? 
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Section 1 

 

 

 

Section 2 

 

 

 

 

Section 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

young gentleman as ever stood four feet six, or 

something less, in the bluchers. 
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Close Reading Task.  

Complete each step at a time. 

 

Step 1: Re-read the whole passage (that means all 3 sections) in its entirety. 

 

Step 2: Answer the question below in full sentences.  

What are your first impressions of Dodger? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 3: Re-read only section 1.  

As you read this section, you must: 

➢ Circle the words that refer to Oliver 

➢ Underline the words that refer to Dodger 

 

Step 4: Now that you have circled and underlined the appropriate words and we are 

clear who Dickens is referring to at each point, re-read all of section 1 again.  

 

Step 5: Look at section 2. 

Annotate the following phrase on section 2 to show what it means: 

had all the airs and manners of – acted like 

 

Step 6: Re-read section 2 with the annotated phrase on it.  

This will help clarify your understanding of how the Dodger is described. 

 

Step 7: In section 2: 

➢ In one colour, underline all the things that make Dodger a strange-looking boy. 

➢ In a different colour, underline all the things that make Dodger an ugly boy. 
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Close Reading Task continued  

 

Step 8: In the margin of section 2, write down the sentence below. This sentence 

summarises section 2. 

Dodger is an ugly, strange, dirty and young boy, who acts like a man. 

 

Step 9: Re-read section 3. 

As you read this section, annotate the things about Dodger’s clothes that help him to 

be a successful thief. 

 

Step 10: Read the whole passage in its entirety, with all your annotations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is what 

your extract 

should look like 

right now. 

 

If you don’t 

have all of this, 

make sure to 

make the 

necessary 

changes to your 

copy. 

 

Well done for 

completing this 

task! 
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Main task: Write an analytical paragraph to answer the question below.  

 

 

Here is how you need to structure your paragraph: 

1. Write your topic sentence. 

2. Introduce and provide the quotation. 

3. Explain what the quotation shows us about The Artful Dodger 

 

Here are some sentence starters that you can use: 

• In this passage, Dickens presents Dodger as a … character. 

• This is shown when it says ‘………..’ 

• Dickens describes… 

• Dodger has…  

• Dodger is also…  

Now, write an analytical paragraph to answer the question below. Your answer must 

be between 9 and 12 sentences. 

How does Dickens present The Artful Dodger? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

 

 

How does Dickens present The Artful Dodger? 
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Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

Exit Quiz 

Which statements about The Artful Dodger are correct? 

a) He lives in a workhouse. 

b) He has spotted how vulnerable Oliver is. 

c) He is a thief. 

d) He talks like the Queen. 

e) He offers Oliver somewhere to sleep. 

      Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Do Now: Answer the question below. Your answer should be between 3 and 4 

sentences. 

What does this quotation tell us about Dodger? 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Do you think Oliver should trust The Artful Dodger? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Oliver Twist – Lesson 10 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver doesn’t fully trust Dodger but accepts his help because he’s desperate. 

• The part of London Oliver is led to is awful. It is smelly and muddy with children 

screaming and drunk people everywhere. 

• The meaning of the word, ‘villain’. 

• Fagin is a villain. 

He wore a man's coat, which reached nearly to his heels.     
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‘The Journey through London.’ Original extract. 

The Artful Dodger has promised Oliver that he will be able to live with an ‘old 

gentleman’ that he knows. Oliver is forced to follow The Artful Dodger on a 

frightening journey through the streets of London. 
 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

Although Oliver had enough to occupy his attention in keeping 

sight of his leader, he could not help bestowing a few hasty glances 

on either side of the way, as he passed along. A dirtier or more 

wretched place he had never seen. The street was very narrow and 

muddy, and the air was impregnated with filthy odours. 

There were a good many small shops; but the only stock in trade 

appeared to be heaps of children, who, even at that time of night, 

were crawling in and out at the doors, or screaming from the inside. 

The sole places that seemed to prosper amid the general blight of 

the place, were the public-houses; and in them, the lowest orders of 

Irish were wrangling with might and main.  

Covered ways and yards, which here and there diverged from 

the main street, disclosed little knots of houses, where drunken men 

and women were positively wallowing in filth; and from several of the 

door-ways, great ill-looking fellows were cautiously emerging, bound, 

to all appearance, on no very well-disposed or harmless errands.         

Oliver was just considering whether he hadn’t better run away, 

when they reached the bottom of the hill. 

 

 

 

wretched 

– awful  

stock in 

trade – 

thing there 

were lots 

of  

sole – only  

public-

houses – 

pubs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to read the extract from the original text called ‘The 

Journey through London’. It describes the frightening journey that the Artful Dodger 

leads Oliver on, a journey to where the ‘old gentleman’ lives.   

• The Artful Dodger promises that an ‘old gentleman’ will let Oliver stay  

with him. 

• Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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‘Fagin.’ Original extract 

When Oliver finally arrives at Fagin’s Den, he finds that the rooms are dirty 

and that Fagin himself is ‘villainous-looking.’ There are beds made of sacks 

and children who are drinking and smoking. 
 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

The walls and ceiling of the room were perfectly black with age 

and dirt. There was a deal table before the fire: upon which were a 

candle, stuck in a ginger-beer bottle, two or three pewter pots, a 

loaf and butter, and a plate. In a frying-pan, which was on the fire, 

and which was secured to the mantelshelf by a string, some 

sausages were cooking; and standing over them, with a toasting-

fork in his hand, was a very old shrivelled Jew, whose villainous-

 

 

pewter – 

metal 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to read the extract from the original text where Oliver 

meets Fagin.   

• After the terrifying journey to ‘Fagin’s Den,’ Oliver is finally let into Fagin’s dark 

and dirty rooms. Fagin is another one of Dickens’s most famous creations.  

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

Comprehension task: Decide if the statements below are true or false. If they are 

false, write down the correct answer underneath. 

1. Oliver is impressed by the sights and sounds of London. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Oliver has had a tough life until now but even he thinks that London is awful. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The streets are smelly but peaceful as there are no children crying and 

there aren’t any pubs. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Oliver is frightened and starts to think about running away. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

20 

looking and repulsive face was obscured by a quantity of matted 

red hair. He was dressed in a greasy flannel gown, with his throat 

bare; and seemed to be dividing his attention between the frying-

pan and the clothes-horse, over which a great number of silk 

handkerchiefs were hanging.  

Several rough beds made of old sacks, were huddled side by 

side on the floor. Seated round the table were four or five boys, 

none older than the Dodger, smoking long clay pipes, and drinking 

spirits with the air of middle-aged men. These all crowded about 

their associate as he whispered a few words to the Jew; and then 

turned round and grinned at Oliver. So did the Jew himself, toasting-

fork in hand. 

'This is him, Fagin,' said Jack Dawkins; 'my friend Oliver Twist.' 

villainous – 

evil 

repulsive – 

disgusting 

matted – 

dirty 

spirits – 

alcohol 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Task: Re-read this passage in which you first meet Fagin and write a short paragraph 

answering the question that follows. 

 

 

 

 

How does Dickens present Fagin? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘… with a toasting-fork in his hand, was a very old shrivelled Jew, whose 

villainous-looking and repulsive face was obscured by a quantity of matted 

red hair. He was dressed in a greasy flannel gown, with his throat bare…’ 

 

A word to describe Fagin is a villain.  

 

Look at the vocabulary box below to understand what the word villain means. 
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Vocabulary: villain 

Villain: A villain is a bad person in a story, who harms other people or breaks the law 

to get what they want.  

Examples: These situations describe someone who is a villain. 

 

1. The villain plotted to take over the world. 

 

 

2. All of the students thought the teacher was  

a villain for giving them homework to do  

over the holidays.  

 

 

 

3. Many thought he was the villain, but he was 

 good all along.  

 

 

 

Practice task: Name three villains from any of the stories you have read and explain 

briefly why they are villains. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 9, At Fagin’s House and  

Chapter 10, A New Game. 

Read from p.44 until the end of Chapter 10. 
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 Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. How does Fagin greet Oliver for the first time? What does he do? What does he 

say? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What business does Fagin say they are in when Oliver asks if they are a laundry 

service? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Oliver’s meal at Fagin’s compare to Oliver’s previous meals? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How might this meal affect Oliver’s decision to stay at Fagin’s house? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Oliver see Fagin doing in the morning?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does Fagin react when Oliver sees him? Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What does Fagin teach Oliver to do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension task continued: 

8. Who else does Oliver meet in this chapter? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

           9. What does Oliver think of this person? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Main task. Write a paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 5 and 9 sentences long. 

What have we read that suggests that Fagin might be a villain?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct? 

a) Oliver trusts Fagin because Fagin is a villain. 

b) Fagin is corrupt because he doesn’t share the things the boys steal for him. 

c) Oliver doesn’t realise that Fagin is a villain who is training him to be a thief. 

d) Fagin is a villain because he is kind to Oliver and gives him food. 

e) Fagin gives Oliver food because he is a generous person 

            Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 11 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver is shocked when he realises that Fagin and the boys are thieves 

• Oliver is betrayed by his new friends 

• Oliver is naïve  

• Oliver is found innocent in court and goes home with Mr Brownlow 

• Dodger follows Oliver to Mr Brownlow’s home 

•  

Do Now: Find three words to describe Fagin and explain why you chose them.  

Consider: 

• how he is described 

• how he treats Oliver 

• the game he gets Oliver to play 

 

1. Your word: _____________________________________________________ 

Your explanation for the word _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Your word __________________________________________________________________ 

Your explanation for the word _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Your word __________________________________________________________________ 

Your explanation for the word _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How does Oliver feel about Fagin? What does this tell us about Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 11, Pickpockets. 

• In this chapter, Oliver realises what Fagin and the boys are really up to. 

Read from p.60 until the end of Chapter 11.  

 

Comprehension task: Write the following events in the correct order. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Oliver realises that Fagin’s gang are thieves. 

 
The gentleman stands by the bookstall, reading a book. 

 
The gentleman points at Oliver and shouts 'Stop thief!'  

 
The gentleman realises his wallet has been stolen. 

 
Oliver starts to run away. 

 
Dodger steals the wallet from the gentleman. 
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A word we can use to describe Oliver is naïve. Look at the vocabulary box below 

to understand what this word means. 

 

Vocabulary: naïve 

Naïve: Someone is naïve if they don’t have experience of how complicated life can 

be and therefore trust people too much. .  

Examples: These situations describe someone who is naïve. 

 

1. The girl showed how naïve she was by agreeing to meet up with the 

man she didn’t know. 

 

 

 

2. The naïve mouse sniffed at the cat’s nose. 

 

 

 

3. The teacher naively thought the students would want to hear about his 

holiday.  

 

 

 

Practice task: Answer the question below. Your answer should be between 3 and 4 

sentences. 

What was the consequence of Oliver’s naivety in passage you have just read? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task: For each of the characters below, write down what they might be thinking 

about what happened. 

 

 

Oliver 

The Artful Dodger 

Mr Brownlow 

 

 

 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

_______________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

_______________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

_______________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 12, At the courthouse. 

• In this chapter, we find out what happens to Oliver after he is arrested! 

Read from p.67 until the end of Chapter 12.  
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 Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. Why do you think Fagin was so angry? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How is Oliver treated by the judge in court? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does the bookseller tell the court? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Mr Brownlow do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Who is following the carriage? Why do you think he does this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct? 

a) Dodger and Charley betray Oliver.  

b) Oliver is corrupt and naïve. 

c) Fagin is corrupt because he gets vulnerable boys to steal for him. 

d) Oliver ends up in prison. 

e) Nobody knows where Mr Brownlow has taken Oliver. 

            Extension: Turn the incorrect answers into correct answers. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 12 

Mastery Content: 

• The most common crime in Victorian London was theft and it was often 

committed by children 

• Punishments for crimes were very harsh in Victorian London and children could 

be punished the same way as adults 

Do Now: Explain how the six images below show what happened in Chapters 11 and 

12. The first one was done for you as a model. 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charley Bates and The Artful Dodger took Oliver 

out to work. Oliver was naïve and didn’t 

understand that they were committing crimes 

by stealing. 

 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

3 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

4 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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Do Now continued: Explain how the six images below show what happened in 

Chapters 11 and 12.  

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension: How do the different characters feel about what happened? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 

5 

6 



109 
 

 



110 
 

  Task: Read this police record of a boy who lived in Victorian London then answer the 

questions below in full sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What crime has Joseph committed? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How old is Joseph? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Name No: Joseph Lewis 5248 

Age (on discharge):11 

Height: 4ft 6 3/4 

Hair: Lt Brown 

Eyes: Dark Grey 

Complexion: Fresh 

Where Born: England 

Married or Single: Single 

Trade or occupation: None 

Distinguishing marks: Pockmarked, Scar 

right wrist 

Address at time of arrest: 32 Princess 

Street, Rotherhithe 

Place/date of conviction: Greenwich 10 

April 1873 

Offence for which convicted:  

Simple theft for stealing 28lb of iron  

Sentence : 1 Calendar Month Hard 

Labour in Coldbath Fields prison 

Date to be liberated : 9 May 1873 
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Crime and Punishment in the Victorian era 
Charles Dickens’ stories often focus on the criminal underworld and centre on characters 

like Dodger, Fagin and Bill. He shows us how unfair and harsh this underworld can be. We 

know that Charles Dickens’s own father was sent to prison and Dickens recognised that 

he could have easily been led astray by someone like Fagin or Dodger. Charles Dickens 

shows us how easily your life path can change and how serious the consequences are if 

you commit crimes.  

There was a lot of crime in Victorian London because a lot of people were extremely 

poor and couldn’t feed themselves without stealing. The police force was very new and 

there weren’t many police. There was also no CCTV and no DNA testing so it was quite 

easy to commit crimes and get away with them.  

 

 

Task continued: Read this police record of a boy who lived in Victorian London then 

answer the questions below in full sentences. 

3. What is Joseph’s punishment? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does this tell us about what might happen to Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
There was lots of crime in London during the Victorian era.  

Some of the crimes are uncommon today. Some things that were seen as a crime in 

the Victorian era are not illegal now.  

Read the information below on ‘Crime in the Victorian Era’ to find out more about this 

and complete the task that follows. 
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Crime 

Theft 

Theft was the most common problem in cities. Most thefts were carried out by very poor 

people. Children were often used to steal things because they were small and agile. 

They could reach into people’s pockets easily. They could also fit through windows so 

were often used to break into the houses of richer people to steal from them.  

Some criminals would go to great lengths to steal. They put their victims to sleep by 

covering the victim’s mouth with a rag soaked in chloroform or knocked them out by 

hitting them on the head.  

Drunkenness  

Life was very hard in Victorian Britain, and many people took comfort from alcohol, 

which caused a lot of loud behaviour and violence. 

Violence and murder 

There were lots of violent crimes in the Victorian era and the police did not have access 

to modern methods of crime detection. For example, the police never discovered who 

committed the ‘Jack the Ripper’ murders which took place in London in the 1890s.  

 

Punishment 

Capital punishment 

Over 222 crimes were punishable by death. The most common method of capital 

punishment was hanging. The hangings took place in public and thousands would turn 

out to watch. Murderers were usually punished with death but you could also be killed for 

stealing. There were many slang terms for hanging and one of them was got ‘twisted.’ 

This refers to twisting on the rope. It is likely that Oliver’s surname is linked to this idea. It 

was quite rare for children to be hanged in Victorian London but it did happen. Charles 

Dickens wants us to recognise that Oliver is in danger unless he is rescued and taken 

away from Fagin’s den.  

Transportation 

Criminals would often be sent to work in British colonies, such as Australia. This might not 

sound so bad but it was a horrible punishment for many reasons. The prisoners travelled 

by boat, which took between four and six months.  The conditions on the ships were 

worse than in the prisons. The standards of hygiene were so bad that disease spread 

quickly. Many people died on the journey. If they survived the journey, they would spend 

the rest of their life doing backbreaking work. If they broke the rules they could be 

whipped, chained up or killed. They would never see anyone they left behind in England 

again.  

Imprisonment 

The Victorians believed that prisons could be used to make criminals better people. To 

make them better people they made them work very hard, usually in silence, and made 

sure that they weren’t allowed to talk to other prisoners. The rules were very strict.  
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Task: How do these images relate to what you’ve just read? 

Under each image, write one sentence explaining how it relates to the information 

you have just read about ‘Crime in the Victorian Era’. Use the questions above the 

image to guide your answer. The first one has been done for you as a model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the most common crime? 

Who committed this crime most often? 

There were lots of starving 

children who stole because 

they didn’t know what else to 

do. 

 

What happened to many children? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were the three main punishments? 
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Earlier in this lesson, you read about Joseph 

Lewis, an eleven year old boy who had been 

sentenced to a month’s hard labour for 

stealing.  

 

Task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. What was the crime Oliver was accused of?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What sentence was he given by the judge? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In the novel, Oliver Twist is also an eleven year old boy who was wrongly arrested 

and taken to court.  

 

Main task: Write down the crimes that The Artful Dodger and Fagin have committed 

and the punishment a judge would give them. 

1. The artful Dodger: 

Crime: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Punishment: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oliver Twist 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

     

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T3 

Score 

___ /10 

When you have marked your quiz, put a tick next to the questions you got 

right and a cross next to the questions you got wrong.  

Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  Q5  

Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  
 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

1) Which of these statements about Dodger are correct? (3) 

a) He lives in a workhouse. 

b) He has spotted how vulnerable Oliver is. 

c) He is a thief. 

d) He talks like the Queen. 

e) He offers Oliver somewhere to sleep. 

 

2) Which words or phrases accurately describe Oliver when he meets The Artful Dodger 

for the first time? (3) 

a) Full of energy 

b) Hungry 

c) Innocent 

d) Vulnerable 

e) Corrupt 

Main task continued: Write down the crimes that The Artful Dodger and Fagin have 

committed and the punishment a judge would give them. 

2. Fagin: 

Crime: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Punishment: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Dodger offers to help Oliver by introducing him to a respectable older gentleman.  

b) Dodger is never rude to his elders. 

c) Dodger prefers to walk around during the day. 

d) Dickens shows us that London is exciting and beautiful.  

e) Oliver has had a horrible life, but even he hasn’t seen anything as horrible as the 

street Dodger leads him through. 

 

4) Which statements correctly describe a villain? (2) 

a) A villain is always someone corrupt. 

b) A villain is the baddie in a story. 

c) A villain can never be corrupt. 

d) A villain doesn’t have to be corrupt. They could be very violent instead. 

e) If you know someone who is corrupt, then they are a villain. 

 

5) Which statements about Fagin are correct? (2) 

a) Oliver trusts Fagin because Fagin is a villain. 

b) Fagin is corrupt because he doesn’t share the things the boys steal for him. 

c) Oliver doesn’t realise that Fagin is a villain who is training Oliver to be a thief. 

d) Fagin is a villain because he is kind to Oliver and gives him food. 

e) Fagin gives Oliver food because he is a generous person. 

 

6) Which statement describes someone being naïve? (1) 

a) Someone being arrested for a crime they didn’t commit. 

b) A cat catching a mouse. 

c) A teacher letting students do research on their phones. 

d) A president paying people to vote for them. 

e) Someone being bullied. 

 

7) Which statement about Oliver is correct? (1) 

a) Oliver is naïve because he tries to share his food with Dick. 

b) Oliver is naïve because he is chosen to ask for more food. 

c) Oliver is naive because he fights Noah. 

d) Oliver is naïve because he doesn’t realise that people make money from stealing. 

e) Oliver is naïve because he is scared of Fagin. 

 

8) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Dodger and Charley betray Oliver.  

b) Oliver is corrupt and naïve. 

c) Fagin is corrupt because he gets vulnerable boys to steal for him. 

d) Oliver ends up in prison. 

e) Nobody knows where Mr Brownlow has taken Oliver. 
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9) Which statements about crime and punishment in the Victorian era are correct (2)? 

a) The police force had been around for many hundreds of years. 

b) The Victorians invented CCTV and DNA testing. 

c) Charles Dickens understood that his own childhood experiences might have led 

him to a life of crime. 

d) Children who lived on the streets would never have dared to steal. 

e) Children who lived on the streets were in danger of being used by criminal gangs 

like Fagin’s. 

 

10) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Young children could be punished for crimes the same way as adults. 

b) There were lots of crimes which were punished by death. 

c) Oliver is caught because people think he was pickpocketing. Oliver is found guilty. 

d) The judge is a responsible and wise man. 

e) Oliver is guilty so he’ll probably hang. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 13 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver feels loved and safe for the first time in his life 

• Bill Sikes is a dangerous character 

• How to annotate quotations 

Do Now: In Chapter 12, Oliver was found ‘not guilty.’ Mr Brownlow decided to take 

Oliver to his house.  We know that Mr Brownlow is educated and quite rich. 

Read from ‘Oliver woke up in a very different room.’ (page 73). Read to ‘tears of joy.’ 

(page 76) and write one paragraph answering the question below. Your answer 

should be between 4 and 5 sentences. 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways is the room that Oliver wakes up in different from when he woke up in 

Fagin’s den? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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In this lesson, we are going to read the rest of Chapter 13 in the original version of the 

text. 

• We are going to look at the introduction of Bill Sikes.  

• He is a terrifying villain who has spent his life on the streets.   

• The description of his character is much better in the original version! 

Before we read the original version of Bill’s introduction, let’s re-read a passage where 

other characters discuss him. 

 

Task: Read the passage below and answer the question that follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we find out about Bill? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Page 58) 

Nancy placed her basket on the table and held her 

hand toward Fagin. “I’ve come for Bill’s money. He sent 

me round for it.” Nancy stopped smiling. 

Oliver watched as Nancy and Fagin argued over the 

money owed. This was the first time our young hero 

heard the name Bill Sikes. He quickly understood that 

Bill was Nancy’s boyfriend and that Fagin owed Bill 

money. Oliver noticed something unusual in Fagin’s 

voice. The old man seemed nervous while discussing 

Bill. Oliver eventually realised that everyone was afraid 

of Bill Sikes.  

 

Bill Sikes 
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‘Bill Sikes.’ Original extract. 

The man who growled out these words, was a 

stoutly-built fellow of about five-and-thirty, in a black 

velveteen coat, very soiled drab breeches, lace-up half 

boots, and grey cotton stockings, which inclosed a bulky 

pair of legs, with large swelling calves; -- the kind of legs, 

which in such costume, always look in an unfinished and 

incomplete state without a set of fetters to garnish them. 

He had a brown hat on his head, and a dirty belcher 

handkerchief round his neck: with the long frayed ends of 

which he smeared the beer from his face as he spoke. He 

disclosed, when he had done so, a broad heavy 

countenance with a beard of three days' growth, and 

two scowling eyes; one of which displayed various parti-

coloured symptoms of having been recently damaged 

by a blow. 

'Come in, d'ye hear?' growled this engaging ruffian. 

A white shaggy dog, with his face scratched and 

torn in twenty different places, skulked into the room. 

'Why didn't you come in afore?' said the man. 

'You're getting too proud to own me afore company, are 

you? Lie down!' 

This command was accompanied with a kick, which 

sent the animal to the other end of the room. He 

appeared well used to it, however; for he coiled himself 

up in a corner very quietly, without uttering a sound, and 

winking his very ill-looking eyes twenty times in a minute, 

appeared to occupy himself in taking a survey of the 

apartment. 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

stoutly – heavy, wide 

velveteen – fake 

velvet 

soiled drab breeches 

– filthy trousers 

i.e. look they are 

missing something 

without 

fetters – leg cuffs with 

a chain 

belcher – necktie 

countenance – face 

parti-coloured – 

different coloured  

 

 

 

 

afore – before  

own me – admit 

you’re mine 

afore – in front of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Bill Sikes’ introduction in the original version of 

the text 

• Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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 Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. What does Sikes have around his neck?  What does he do with it?  What could 

this tell us about him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Sikes have on his face?  What could this tell us about him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What word is used to describe his eyes?  What has happened to one of them? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does Sikes treat his dog?  How does the dog respond to this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have heard about Bill Sikes from other characters in the novel, but this is the first 

time we have met him. 

 

As we read the remainder of the novel, we are going to focus on this character.  

Your final assessment will be an analysis of Bill Sikes. 

 

We have already looked at how to annotate a passage. A good way to help yourself 

think deeply about a quotation is to annotate it.  

Look at the model below. It shows you how to annotate a quotation with what it tells 

us about Bill Sikes.  

 

‘always look in an unfinished and incomplete state 

without a set of fetters to garnish them’ 

 

His outfit doesn’t look complete 

without fetters – chains for 

criminals. 

 

 

So he looks like he should be 

wearing chains on his ankles – 

he looks like a criminal.  
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In order to be prepared for the assessment, you must make sure you write all the 

important quotations about Bill Sikes in one place, with all their annotations.  

This will be done by using the Quotation Hunter resource.  

 

This is the Quotation 

Hunter resource. 

Every time you read an 

important quotation 

about Bill Sikes, you will 

record it there.  

 

Here is a model of how you should complete this resource. We will use the quotation 

we just annotated. 
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Task: Annotate the quotation below to show what it tells us about Bill Sikes. 

Use the questions to guide you. 

 

‘The man who growled out these words, was a 

stoutly-built fellow of about five-and-thirty’ 

Question: Who usually ‘growls’? What feeling does 

‘growling’ inspire? What does that tell you about 

Bill? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Question: What does ‘stout’ mean? 

What does that say about Bill? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Question: How old is Bill? Is that 

older or younger than Oliver? 

Why might that be important? 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 
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Quotation Hunter: ‘Oliver Twist’ 

What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

‘always look in an unfinished and incomplete state without a set of fetters to garnish 

them’ 

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 

 

Task: Complete the Quotation Hunter on the next page for the two quotations we 

annotated in this lesson. 
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What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

‘The man who growled out these words, was a stoutly-built fellow of about five-and-

thirty’ 

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exit Quiz 

What does ‘annotating a quotation’ mean? There are two correct answers. 

a) Giving a precise answer to the question. 

b) Writing a paragraph that explores Dickens’s language. 

c) Focusing on a quotation in great detail. 

d) Underlining, circling and writing notes next to key words. 

e) Using quotation marks. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 14 

Mastery Content: 

• Fagin, Nancy and even Bull’s-Eye are afraid and wary of Bill 

• Fear influences the characters’ behaviour 

• Oliver is connected to the painting 

Do Now: Below are two quotations from Bill Sikes’s first introduction. Read them and 

decide which quotation shows that Bill is: 

A. Cruel 

B. Violent 

Write two sentences explaining your answer. 

 

                                                         

 

Does this quotation show that he is cruel or violent? 

Your answer: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Your explanation: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Does this quotation show that he is cruel or violent? 

Your answer: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Your explanation: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ‘This command was accompanied with a kick, which 

sent the animal to the other end of the room’.  

 

2. ‘Two scowling eyes; one of which displayed various 

parti-coloured symptoms of having been recently 

damaged by a blow’. 

 

Reading: We are now going to finish reading Chapter 13, A Safe Place. 

Read from p.76 until the end of Chapter 13.  
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Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences: 

1. How does Bill react when Fagin threatens him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Bill speak to Nancy? What does he say to her? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Bill do to Nancy when she refuses to kidnap Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does Nancy react when Bill hurts her? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Nancy says she won’t kidnap Oliver but Bill ignores her and tells Fagin ‘She’ll 

do it’. What does that say about how Bill treats Nancy? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

As well as Dickens’s description of Bill Sikes, we learn about him by the ways other 

characters interact and talk about Bill. 

 

Let’s take a look at some characters’ interactions with Bill.  

 

 

Fagin’s reaction at Bill: 

 

 

 

What it says about Bill: 

 

 

‘The old man moved away just in time. “Now, Bill,” Fagin said. 

“You really must watch your temper.”’ 

 

Fagin’s warning to Bill reveals that Bill is known for his temper. It also suggests 

that Bill is not in control of his anger. This makes him an unpredictable 

character. 
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Task: Read Nancy and Bull’s Eye’s reactions to Bill and write what that tells us about 

him and the relationship between Bill and Nancy and Bill and his dog. 

1. Nancy’s reaction: 

 

 

 

What it says about Bill and his relationship with Nancy: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Bull’s Eye’s reaction: 

 

 

What it says about Bill and his relationship with his dog: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘Nancy winced but tried not to show how much her arm hurt. 

She held her head high. “You know I’d never hurt you, Bill. 

Please don’t ask me to do this.”’ 

 

‘Bull’s Eye sat beside his master and growled. Whenever Bill 

growled, so did the dog.’ 

Please don’t ask me to do this.”’ 

 

Task: Complete the Quotation Hunter on the next page for the two quotations we 

looked at in this lesson. 
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Quotation Hunter: ‘Oliver Twist’ 

What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

‘Nancy winced but tried not to show how much her arm hurt. She held her head high. 

“You know I’d never hurt you, Bill. 

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 

 

 

 

 

What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

‘Bull’s Eye sat beside his master and growled. Whenever Bill growled, so did the dog.’ 

 

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 
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Reading: We are now going to finish reading Chapter 14, The Painting. 

Read from p.79 until the end of Chapter 14.  

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. How does Oliver feel when he is living with Mr Brownlow? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do Mr Brownlow and Mrs Bedwin feel about Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Mr Brownlow tell Oliver about the painting of the young woman? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Oliver offer to do for Mr Brownlow? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

There is a mystery about 

the picture Mr. Brownlow 

shows Oliver.  
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Task: Look at the clues below and answer the question that follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you think Oliver and the painting are connected? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

A very good friend of mine gave me the painting 

shortly before he died. It’s a picture of a young 

woman he loved very much. 

Does the woman in the painting look familiar to you? 

 

 It’s funny, but she looks a bit like me. 

 

Exit Quiz 

How does Dickens present the character of Bill Sikes?  

 

a) Dickens presents Bill Sikes as being unable to control his temper. 

b) Dickens presents Bill Sikes as behaving like an animal. 

c) Dickens presents Bill Sikes as a loving boyfriend. 

d) Dickens presents Bill Sikes as being afraid of Fagin. 

e) Dickens presents Bill Sikes as gentle. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 15 

Mastery Content: 

• Bill is a known criminal 

• Bill is capable of hurting those he loves most 

• Bill is capable of extreme violence 

Do Now: Below is an extract from the end of Chapter 14. Read the passage and 

answer the task that follows. 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Which words could be used to describe Oliver in the passage? Why? 

Choose three words from the ones below and explain your choice. 

 

 

1. Oliver is ___________________________ 

This is because ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Oliver is ___________________________ 

This is because ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Oliver is ___________________________ 

This is because ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Mr Brownlow wrapped up the books with paper and string. He gave them to 

Oliver along with a five-pound note. ‘Pay my bill at the book-store and bring 

me back the change,’ he said. Mr Brownlow looked at the boy’s sweet face. It 

was truly remarkable how much Oliver looked like the woman in the painting. 

‘I’ll be back shortly,’ Oliver said brightly. As he ran out the front door he yelled, 

‘Good-bye, Mr. Brownlow! Good-bye, Mrs. Bedwin!’ 

 

vulnerable villainous naïve corrupt innocent 



141 
 

 

 

‘Keep quiet, you warmint!’ Original extract. 

In this extract, Dickens presents Bill Sikes with his dog.  

 

In the obscure parlour of a low public-house, in the 

filthiest part of Little Saffron Hill; a dark and gloomy den, 

where a flaring gas-light burnt all day in the winter-time; 

and where no ray of sun ever shone in the summer: there 

sat, brooding over a little pewter measure and a small 

glass, strongly impregnated with the smell of liquor, a 

man in a velveteen coat, drab shorts, half-boots and 

stockings, whom even by that dim light no experienced 

agent of the police would have hesitated to recognise 

as Mr. William Sikes. At his feet, sat a white-coated, red-

eyed dog; who occupied himself, alternately, in winking 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

obscure – not well 

known 

 

 

 

pewter – metal 

impregnated – filled 

 

 

 

 

Do Now continued 

Extension: Come up with one word of your own to describe Oliver in this passage. 

Explain your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read Bill Sikes’ fight with his dog in the original version 

of the text, called ‘Keep quiet, you warmint!’ 

• At the end of Chapter 14, Oliver left Mr Brownlow to run an errand. We 

have read about how Fagin and his gang plot to get Oliver back in 

case he reveals information about them. 

• We’re now going to read this in the original version because it gives us 

more detail about the relationships between Bill and the others.  

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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at his master with both eyes at the same time; and in 

licking a large, fresh cut on one side of his mouth, which 

appeared to be the result of some recent conflict.  

'Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!' said Mr. Sikes, 

suddenly breaking silence. Whether his meditations were 

so intense as to be disturbed by the dog's winking, or 

whether his feelings were so wrought upon by his 

reflections that they required all the relief derivable from 

kicking an unoffending animal to allay them, is matter for 

argument and consideration. Whatever was the cause, 

the effect was a kick and a curse, bestowed upon the 

dog simultaneously.  

Dogs are not generally apt to revenge injuries 

inflicted upon them by their masters; but Mr. Sikes's dog, 

having faults of temper in common with his owner, and 

labouring, perhaps, at this moment, under a powerful 

sense of injury, made no more ado but at once fixed his 

teeth in one of the half-boots. Having given in a hearty 

shake, he retired, growling, under a form; just escaping 

the pewter measure which Mr. Sikes levelled at his head.  

'You would, would you?' said Sikes, seizing the poker 

in one hand, and deliberately opening with the other a 

large clasp-knife, which he drew from his pocket. 'Come 

here, you born devil! Come here! D'ye hear?'  

The dog no doubt heard; because Mr. Sikes spoke in 

the very harshest key of a very harsh voice; but, 

appearing to entertain some unaccountable objection 

to having his throat cut, he remained where he was, and 

growled more fiercely than before: at the same time 

grasping the end of the poker between his teeth, and 

biting at it like a wild beast.  

This resistance only infuriated Mr. Sikes the more; 

who, dropping on his knees, began to assail the animal 

most furiously. The dog jumped from right to left, and 

from left to right; snapping, growling, and barking; the 

man thrust and swore, and struck and blasphemed; and 

the struggle was reaching a most critical point for one or 

other; when, the door suddenly opening, the dog darted 

out: leaving Bill Sikes with the poker and the clasp-knife in 

his hands.  

There must always be two parties to a quarrel, says 

the old adage. Mr. Sikes, being disappointed of the 

dog's participation, at once transferred his share in the 

quarrel to the new comer. 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

35 

 

 

 

 

40 

 

 

 

 

45 

 

 

 

 

50 

 

 

 

 

warmint - vermin 

meditations – thoughts 

 

wrought – upset 

derivable – gotten 

allay - ease  

 

bestowed – given 

simultaneously – at 

the same time 

 

 

labouring – struggling 

ado – fuss 

 

 

 

poker – metal 

instrument for moving 

coals in a fire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

infuriated – made 

angry 

assail – attack 

 

blasphemed – swore 

 

 

 

 

adage – a well-known 

saying 

the new comer – i.e. 

Fagin 
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Comprehension task: Decide if the statements below are true or false. If they are 

false, write down the correct answer underneath. 

1. This scene takes place in a very dirty and grim pub. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Nobody in the police force knows who Bill is; his identity is a secret. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Bill only attacks Bull’s Eye to defend himself. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Bill’s anger gets worse. He goes to attack the dog with both a knife and a 

poker.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The dog gets scared and runs away immediately 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Bill is ready to take his anger out on the next person he sees, who is Fagin 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Soon we are going to answer this question:  

What does Bill’s relationship with his dog tell us about him? 

 

After carefully reading each extract, here are some topic sentences that other 

students came up with.  

Task: Focusing on the extract you have just read (called ‘Keep quiet, you warmint!’), 

find a quotation which accurately supports each topic sentence. The first one has 

been done for you as a model. 
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Task: Focusing on the extract you just read (called ‘Keep quiet, you warmint!’), find a 

quotation which accurately supports each topic sentence. The first one has been 

done for you as a model. 

 

1. Possible topic sentence: 

Bill’s relationship with his dog tells us that he is a maliciously violent man. 

Supporting quotation: 

‘licking a large, fresh cut on one side of his mouth’. 

 

2. Possible topic sentence: 

Bill’s relationship with his dog tells us that he has extreme reactions. 

Supporting quotation: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Possible topic sentence: 

Bill and his dog share common characteristics (are similar). 

Supporting quotation: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Possible topic sentence: 

Bill’s relationship with his dog tells us that he will not tolerate disobedience. 

Supporting quotation: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

What does Bill’s relationship with his dog tell us about him? 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

1. Write your topic sentence. 

2. Introduce and provide the quotation. 

3. Explain what the quotation shows us about Bill Sikes. 

Here is a model of how your paragraph should look like 

 

Bill’s relationship with his dog tells us that 

he has extreme reactions. This can be 

seen when Bill takes a ‘poker in one hand’ 

and ‘a large clasp-knife’ in his other hand. 

Bill has a severe and violent response to 

Bull’s Eye growling and biting at him. Bill 

threatens his dog with a poker and a 

knife, showing that he will respond to 

small threats with deadly violence. A 

reader may wonder how Bill might react 

to a real threat to his life as he seems so 

explosive and unpredictable.  

 

Starts with the topic 

sentence which answers the 

question, says only one 

thing about Bill Sikes and is 

accurate. 

The quotation that proves 

the topic sentence is 

introduced right after the 

topic sentence. 

The quote is then explained 

in detail. This is the longest 

part of the analytical 

paragraph and is made up 

of more than one sentence. 

Notice how it also refers to 

what the reader might be 

thinking when he is reading 

this particular quote. 
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 Main Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

What does Bill’s relationship with his dog tell us about him? 

Use your notes from the topic sentence and matching quotation task to help you.  

 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

1. Write your topic sentence. 

2. Introduce and provide the quotation. 

3. Explain what the quotation shows us about Bill Sikes. 

 

Sentence starters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Bill’s relationship with his dog tell us about him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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Extra Space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

Task: Today we looked at a few more quotations about Bill Sikes. 

Complete the Quotation Hunter on the next page for one of the quotations we 

looked at today. You can choose the one you think is most important. 
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Quotation Hunter: ‘Oliver Twist’ 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

 

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 

 

 

Exit Quiz 

What do you think is the main reason that Dickens shows us Bill Sikes fighting 

with his dog?  

 

a) To show us how childish Bill Sikes is. 

b) To show us Bill Sikes’s attitude to animals. 

c) To persuade the reader that cruelty to animals is bad. 

d) To show us what a nasty dog Bull’s Eye is. 

e) To show us how easily Bill Sikes can lose his temper. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 16 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver’s happiness is always overshadowed by the threat of Bill Sikes and Fagin 

• Oliver is taken on a job with Bill and will therefore be complicit in a crime 

• Monks is a mysterious character who is somehow connected to Oliver 

• Nancy and Fagin warn Oliver about Bill 

Do Now: Oliver is staying with Mr Brownlow and he now knows that Fagin, Bill and 

Dodger are criminals. 

Answer the questions below in full sentences: 

1. Why are Bill and Fagin so desperate to find Oliver and bring him back to Fagin’s 

den? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What could happen to them if they do not find Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: Who are they going to get to help them? Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space for extension 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going to finish reading Chapter 15, Captured and Chapter 16, 

Monks. 

Read from p.84 until the end of Chapter 16.  

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences.  

1. Find three words or phrases from the start of Chapter 15 to show that Oliver is 

happy in his new life. (Page 84) 

• ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Bill and Nancy kidnap a child. What does this reveal about the two of them? 

(Page 86) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Comprehension task continued: Answer the questions below in full sentences.  

3. What does Bill mean when he says to Fagin: ‘He’s coming with me on a 

job.’ Page 88. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Bill and Nancy kidnap a child. What does this reveal about the two of 

them? (Page 86) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Find three words or phrases that convey Nancy’s reluctance to let Oliver go 

with Bill on the job. Page 89 

• _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

• _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

• _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is your first impression of Monks? Why? Support your answer with a 

quotation. Page 89 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension task continued: Answer the questions below in full sentences.  

7. Bill treats Nancy very poorly. Why do you think this is? (Page 90) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Nancy and Fagin’s warning that Oliver should do 

everything that Bill asks. This extract is called ‘Warnings’ and it is in the original version. 

• The original version of this chapter is a little different. It is set late at night. 

Fagin tells Oliver to wait up alone until someone collects him. This person 

will take him to Bill’s house. Oliver does not know why.  

• It is Nancy who collects him and delivers him to Bill. Both Nancy and 

Fagin warn Oliver to do as Bill asks before leaving him with Bill.  

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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'Warnings.’ Original extract. 

In each of these extracts, Fagin and Nancy warn Oliver not to upset Bill. 

 

Fagin’s warning 

"Take heed, Oliver! take heed!" said the old man, 

shaking his right hand before him in a warning manner. "He's 

a rough man, and thinks nothing of blood when his own is 

up. Whatever falls out, say nothing; and do what he bids 

you. Mind!" Placing a strong emphasis on the last word, he 

suffered his features gradually to resolve themselves into a 

ghastly grin, and, nodding his head, left the room.  

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

his own is up – he is 

angry 

 

 

Nancy’s warning 

"Hush!" said the girl, stooping over him, and pointing to 

the door as she looked cautiously round. "You can't help 

yourself. I have tried hard for you, but all to no purpose. You 

are hedged round and round. If ever you are to get loose 

from here, this is not the time."  

Struck by the energy of her manner, Oliver looked up in 

her face with great surprise. She seemed to speak the truth; 

her countenance was white and agitated; and she 

trembled with very earnestness.  

"I have saved you from being ill-used once, and I will 

again, and I do now," continued the girl aloud; "for those 

who would have fetched you, if I had not, would have 

been far more rough than me. I have promised for your 

being quiet and silent; if you are not, you will only do harm 

to yourself and me too, and perhaps be my death. See 

here! I have borne all this for you already, as true as God 

sees me show it."  

She pointed, hastily, to some livid bruises on her neck 

and arms; and continued, with great rapidity:  

"Remember this! And don't let me suffer more for you, 

just now. If I could help you, I would; but I have not the 

power. They don't mean to harm you; whatever they make 

you do, is no fault of yours. Hush! Every word from you is a 

blow for me. Give me your hand. Make haste! Your hand!"  

She caught the hand which Oliver instinctively placed 

in hers, and, blowing out the light, drew him after her up the 

stairs. 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

hedged – 

surrounded  

 

 

countenance – 

face 

 

 

 

 

 

borne – carried, 

done  

livid – bright, angry 
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 Comprehension task: Reread the passages from the text and answer the questions 

that follow. Your answer should be in the form of a short paragraph of 5-7 sentences.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Fagin telling the truth here? Think of at least two examples from the novel to support 

your decision. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

"Take heed, Oliver! take heed!" said the old man, 

shaking his right hand before him in a warning manner. 

"He's a rough man, and thinks nothing of blood when 

his own is up. Whatever falls out, say nothing; and do 

what he bids you. Mind!" Placing a strong emphasis on 

the last word, he suffered his features gradually to 

resolve themselves into a ghastly grin, and, nodding his 

head, left the room 
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 Comprehension task continued: Reread the passages from the text and answer the 

questions that follow. Your answer should be in the form of a short paragraph of 5-7 

sentences.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy is committing a crime by kidnapping Oliver.  

Is Nancy a villain? Why? Why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

‘See here! I have borne all this for you already, as true 

as God sees me show it.’ 

She pointed, hastily, to some livid bruises on her neck 

and arms; and continued, with great rapidity:  

‘Remember this! And don't let me suffer more for you, 

just now. If I could help you, I would; but I have not the 

power’. 
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 Task: Write a short paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 5 and 8 sentences. 

 

 

 

Why should Oliver be scared of being forced to leave with Bill Sikes? 

You may want to consider: 

1. How Bill is first introduced. 

2. His relationship with his dog. 

3. His relationship with Nancy. 

4. Where he may be taking Oliver.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘Oliver knew there was no point in fighting. He would 

have to do as the criminal asked. The boy did not cry as 

he set off with Bill.’ 
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 Main Task: You need to write a paragraph on this question: 

What kind of a person is Bill and why? 

Use the words below to write your paragraph: 

 

 

You can structure your answer in this way: 

4. Write your topic sentence. 

5. Introduce and provide the quotation. 

6. Explain what the quotation shows us about Bill Sikes. 

 

Sentence starters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What kind of a person is Bill and why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

corrupt villain vulnerable naïve 
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Oliver Twist 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

     

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T4 

Score 

___ /10 

When you have marked your quiz, put a tick next to the questions you got 

right and a cross next to the questions you got wrong.  

Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  Q5  

Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  
 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

1) What do you think is the main reason why Dickens shows us Bill Sikes fighting with his 

dog? (1) 

a) To show us how childish Bill Sikes is. 

b) To show us Bill Sikes’s attitude to animals. 

c) To persuade the reader that cruelty to animals is bad. 

d) To show us what a nasty dog Bull’s Eye is. 

e) To show us how easily Bill Sikes can lose his temper. 

Extra Space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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2) When Bill Sikes suggests kidnapping Oliver, what is Nancy’s reaction? (1) 

a) She thinks it is a great idea. 

b) She offers to help. 

c) She doesn’t care one way or the other. 

d) She tries to get Sikes to leave Oliver alone.  

e) She doesn’t want to help, but when Sikes offers her money she changes her mind. 
 

3) Which statements are correct? (2) 

a) Oliver is kidnapped by Bill and Nancy. 

b) Oliver is rescued by Bill and Nancy. 

c) Oliver chooses to go back to live with Bill and Nancy. 

d) Oliver is devastated at the thought of letting down Mr Brownlow. 

e) Nancy comes up with the plan to kidnap Oliver.  
 

4) Which statements best describe Oliver’s emotions on the night of the crime? (2) 

a) Oliver is excited because he is looking forward to committing the crime. 

b) Oliver is not frightened about committing the crime. 

c) Oliver is nervous because he might get caught. 

d) Oliver is nervous because he is frightened of what Bill Sikes might do to him. 

e) Oliver is proud that he has been given so much responsibility. 

 

5) What does ‘annotating a quotation’ mean? (2) 

a) Giving a precise answer to the question. 

b) Writing a paragraph that explores Dickens’s language. 

c) Focusing on a quotation in great detail. 

d) Underlining, circling and writing notes next to key words. 

e) Using quotation marks. 
 

6) What have we learned about the painting in Mr Brownlow’s house? (3) 

a) It’s a picture of a young woman. 

b) Mr Brownlow’s friend gave it to him. 

c) Oliver thinks that it looks like him. 

d) It is worth a lot of money. 

e) There is a pot of jewels in a hole in the wall right behind it. 
 

7) What do you think Dickens means when he says that Monks looked like ‘a man in 

disguise?’ (2) 

a) Monks is wearing a mask. 

b) Monks is wearing a fake moustache. 

c) It seems as though Monks has something to hide. 

d) Monks is mysterious. 

e) Monks talks with a fake accent. 
 

8) How does Bill Sikes treat Nancy and Oliver? (3) 

a) He threatens them with violence. 

b) He bribes them with money. 

c) He intimidates them. 

d) He tells them who Monks is. 
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e) He forces them to commit crimes. 
 

9) This paragraph describes how Bill Sikes treats his dog. 

This resistance only infuriated Mr. Sikes the more; who, dropping on his knees, began 

to assail the animal most furiously. The dog jumped from right to left, and from left to 

right; snapping, growling, and barking; the man thrust and swore, and struck and 

blasphemed; and the struggle was reaching a most critical point for one or other; 

when, the door suddenly opening, the dog darted out: leaving Bill Sikes with the 

poker and the clasp-knife in his hands. 

Which two words tell us that Bill Sikes is angry with his dog? (2) 

a) Resistance 

b) Infuriated 

c) Furiously 

d) Snapping 

e) Growling 
 

10) This is the description of the pub where Bill Sikes likes to drink. 

In the obscure parlour of a low public-house, in the filthiest part of Little Saffron Hill; a 

dark and gloomy den, where a flaring gas-light burnt all day in the winter-time; and 

where no ray of sun ever shone in the summer: there sat, brooding over a little 

pewter measure and a small glass, strongly impregnated with the smell of liquor, a 

man in a velveteen coat, drab shorts, half-boots and stockings, whom even by that 

dim light no experienced agent of the police would have hesitated to recognise as 

Mr. William Sikes. 

What two words or phrases accurately describe this place? (2) 

a) Shadowy 

b) Airy 

c) Unpleasant 

d) Clean 

e) Welcoming  
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 17 

Mastery Content: 

• Oliver is in real danger. If he is caught he will go to jail or worse. 

• Bill threatens to shoot Oliver in the head if Oliver doesn’t comply. 

• Oliver is terrified of Bill but is willing to die rather than commit a crime. 

Do Now: Look at the quotation below and answer the questions that follow in full 

sentences. 

 

 

 

1. What is Bill talking about in this quotation? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What might happen to Oliver if he does what Bill wants him to do and gets 

caught?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How is Bill using Oliver’s vulnerability to his advantage?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

‘“I need someone small,” Bill said to Fagin. “Oliver has to go through the 

window and let me into the house.”’ 
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‘Breaking in.’ Original extract. Part 1 

Bill takes Oliver with him to burgle a house. In this chapter, Oliver is shocked to find out 

the truth about what the ‘job’ involves.  

 

It was now intensely dark. The fog was much heavier 

than it had been in the early part of the night; and the 

atmosphere was so damp, that, although no rain fell, Oliver's 

hair and eyebrows, within a few minutes after leaving the 

house, had become stiff with the half-frozen moisture that 

was floating about.  

"Straight through the town," whispered Sikes; "there'll be 

nobody in the way, to-night, to see us." 

There was nobody abroad. They had cleared the town, 

as the church-bell struck two. 

Quickening their pace, they turned up a road upon the 

left hand. After walking about a quarter of a mile, they 

stopped before a detached house surrounded by a wall.  

Before Oliver had time to look round, Sikes had caught 

him under the arms and lifted him over to the other side of 

the wall. Sikes climbed over after him.  

 

 

 

 

5 
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abroad – in town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra writing space for extension 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read the part called ‘Breaking In’. This is where Oliver 

finds out what ‘job’ Bill wants him to do in the original version of the text. 

• We know that Bill takes Oliver on a ‘job.’  

• In this chapter, Oliver finds out the truth about what the ‘job’ 

involves 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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And now, for the first time, Oliver, well-nigh mad with 

grief and terror, saw that housebreaking and robbery, if not 

murder, were the objects of the expedition. He clasped his 

hands together, and involuntarily uttered a subdued 

exclamation of horror. A mist came before his eyes; the cold 

sweat stood upon his ashy face; his limbs failed him; and he 

sank upon his knees. 

"Get up!" murmured Sikes, trembling with rage, and 

drawing the pistol from his pocket; "Get up, or I'll strew your 

brains upon the grass.“ 

"Oh! for God's sake let me go!" cried Oliver; "let me run 

away and die in the fields. I will never come near London; 

never, never! Oh! pray have mercy on me, and do not make 

me steal. For the love of all the bright Angels that rest in 

Heaven, have mercy upon me!" 

The man to whom this appeal was made, swore a 

dreadful oath, and had cocked the pistol. 

Sikes, invoking terrific imprecations upon Fagin's head 

for sending Oliver on such an errand, plied the crowbar 

vigorously, but with little noise. After some delay, the shutter 

to which he had referred, swung open on its hinges. 
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expedition – trip 

i.e. – cried out in 

fear, without 

meaning to 

ashy – pale; limbs 

– legs 

 

strew – spread 

 

 

mercy– kindness 

 

oath – swear 

word cocked– 

got ready to 

shoot  

invoking terrific 

imprecations – 

cursing 

vigorously – with 

force 
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Comprehension: Write the following events in the correct order. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Sikes forces one of the house’s windows open. 

 
Sikes threatens to shoot Oliver in the head.  

 
They walk to a more isolated house. 

. 

 

Oliver realises that they are going to break into the house. 

 
Sikes lifts Oliver over the wall of the house. 

 A. Oliver falls to his knees. 

 

Reading: We are now going to continue reading the extract called ‘Breaking In’, part 

2. This will be in the original version. 

Sikes is about to force Oliver into becoming a burglar! 

Let’s find out what happens next. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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‘Breaking in.’ Original extract Part 2 

Bill takes Oliver with him to burgle a house. In this chapter, Oliver is shocked to find 

out the truth about what the ‘job’ involves.  

 

It was a little window, about five feet and a half 

above the ground, at the back of the house: which 

belonged to a scullery. The aperture was so small, that 

the inmates had probably not thought it worth while to 

defend it more securely; but it was large enough to admit 

a boy of Oliver's size, nevertheless. 

"Now listen, you young limb," whispered Sikes, 

drawing a dark lantern from his pocket, and throwing the 

glare full on Oliver's face; "I'm a going to put you through 

there. Take this light: go softly up the steps straight afore 

you, and along the little hall, to the street door. "There's a 

bolt at the top, you won't be able to reach. Stand upon 

one of the hall chairs, unfasten it, and let me in." 

  Sikes put Oliver gently through the window with his 

feet first; and, without leaving hold of his collar, planted 

him safely on the floor inside.  

 

 

40 

 

 

 

 

45 

 

 

 

 

50 

 

 

scullery – part 

of kitchen 

aperture– hole 

 

 

 

 

 

afore – in front 

of 

street door – 

back door 

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. How does Oliver get into the house? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Bill want Oliver to do once he has got into the house? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why does he want Oliver to do this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Breaking in.’ Original extract Part 3 

Bill takes Oliver with him to burgle a house. In this chapter, Oliver is shocked to find 

out the truth about what the ‘job’ involves.  

 

"Take this lantern," said Sikes, looking into the room. 

"You see the stairs afore you?"  

Oliver, more dead than alive, gasped out "Yes." 

Sikes, pointing to the street-door with the pistol-barrel, 

briefly advised him to take notice that he was within shot 

all the way; and that if he faltered, he would fall dead 

that instant.  

"It's done in a minute," said Sikes, in the same low 

whisper. "Directly I leave go of you, do your work. Hark!"  

In the short time he had had to collect his senses, the 

boy had firmly resolved that, whether he died in the 

attempt or not, he would make one effort to dart up stairs 

from the hall, and alarm the family. Filled with this idea, 

he advanced at once, but stealthily.  

Sikes saw Oliver turn to go up the stairs instead of 

towards the locked street door. "Come back!" cried Sikes 

aloud. "Back! back!"  

Scared by the sudden breaking of the dead stillness 

of the place, Oliver let his lantern fall, and knew not 

whether to advance or fly.  

Bill cried again – a light appeared upstairs – a vision 

of two terrified half-dressed men at the top of the stairs 

swam before Oliver’s eyes – a flash – a loud noise – a 

smoke – a crash somewhere – and Oliver staggered 

back.  

Oliver, desperate with terror, fled back to the scullery 

window. He pulled up a chair to clamber back into Bill’s 

outstretched arms. 

"Clasp your arm tighter," said Sikes, as he tried to draw 

Oliver through the window. But in the blind panic, Oliver 

lost his balance. He fell to the floor, hitting his head on the 

cold, hard floor. Everything went black. 
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faltered – failed, 

changed his mind 

 

 

directly – as soon 

as 

 

firmly resolved - 

decided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stealthily – quietly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

staggered– moved 

unsteadily 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to continue reading the extract called ‘Breaking In’, part 

3. This will be in the original version. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. How does Bill make Oliver do what he says? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Oliver do when he is in the house? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What happens to Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

You have looked at how to annotate quotations. Annotate the quotation below, using 

the questions to guide you. 
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"Get up!" murmured Sikes, trembling with rage, and drawing the pistol 

from his pocket; "Get up, or I'll strew your brains upon the grass."  

 

Question: How angry must someone be if they are 

‘trembling’? What kind of anger can be described as 

‘rage’? What happens to your self-control when you are 

‘trembling with rage’? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Question: What does ‘strew’ mean? What kind of image does 

this create? How do you think this language would make Oliver 

feel? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Task: Annotate the quotation below, using the questions to guide you. 
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Quotation Hunter: ‘Oliver Twist’ 
 

 

What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

"Get up!" murmured Sikes, trembling with rage, and drawing the pistol from his pocket; 

"Get up, or I'll strew your brains upon the grass."  

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 

 

 

Task: Complete the Quotation Hunter below for the quotation you just annotated. 

 

Exit Quiz 

Which one of the following best describes Oliver’s emotions on the night of the 

crime? 

a) Oliver is excited because he is looking forward to committing the crime. 

b) Oliver is not frightened about committing the crime. 

c) Oliver is nervous because he is frightened of what Bill Sikes might do to him. 

d) Oliver is nervous because he is worried that the people in the house will shoot 

him. 

e) Oliver is proud that he has been given so much responsibility. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 18 

Mastery Content: 

• The locket reveals information about Oliver’s identity 

• Mrs Maylie, Harry Maylie and Rose are also connected to Oliver’s life 

• Monks is significant to the plot 

• Fagin and Bill Sikes plot to get Oliver back 

Do Now: You have looked at the word corrupt. You can also use corrupt to describe 

an action: 

to corrupt someone 

To corrupt someone means to get somebody else to stop caring about right and 

wrong.  

Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. How is Bill trying to corrupt Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Has anyone else in the novel tried to corrupt Oliver? If yes, how? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Has anyone succeeded in corrupting Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



175 
 

 

  

Do now continued:  

Extension: Has anyone else in the novel been corrupted by others? Who and how 

were they corrupted? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The chapter we are about to read 

contains a locket. 

 

A locket is a piece of jewellery that 

usually contains a tiny photograph or 

painting of someone. 

 

The locket allows the wearer to carry 

around a picture of someone they love 

so that they are always with them.  

 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 18, The Locket.  

Read from p.96 until the end of the chapter. 
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 Comprehension task: Decide if the statements below are true or false. If they are 

false, write down the correct answer underneath. 

1. The Bumbles visit Mr Brownlow because they care about Oliver’s welfare. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mr Brownlow knows how badly the Bumbles treated Oliver. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The old woman accidentally kept the locket from Oliver. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mr Brownlow gives the Bumbles money because he realises that they regret 

their treatment of Oliver. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The locket contains an important clue about Oliver’s life. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. The locket belongs to Oliver. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. The locket probably contains a picture of Oliver’s mother. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 19, Inside the Cottage. 

Read from p.101 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. Where does Oliver wake up? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who takes care of Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Give a short summary of how Rose came to live with the Maylies. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does Oliver feel about these new people? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Task: Explain how the characters and information below might be connected to each 

other. Your answer should be between 7 and 10 sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your explanation: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 20, A New Plan. 

Read from p.111 until the end of the chapter. 
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Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. Why is Oliver a ‘danger’ to Nancy, Monks, Bill and Fagin?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comprehension task continued: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

2. What more do we learn about Monks and his identity? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Is Nancy really going to visit Bet? If not, what do you think she will do 

instead? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Exit Quiz 

What has been revealed in the last three chapters? 

a) The Bumbles have no new information about Oliver’s identity. 

b) A mysterious character called ‘Monks’ has appeared. 

c) Mr Brownlow does not recognise the picture inside the locket. 

d) Bill and Fagin are pleased that Oliver is now safe. 

e) Nancy is prepared to lie to save Oliver. 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 19 

Mastery Content: 

• Fagin hates Nancy for betraying the gang 

• Fagin has begun to look even more like a villain 

• Fagin knows exactly how to manipulate Bill to make sure he kills Nancy 

Do Now: Write one paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 7 and 9 sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Charles Dickens present Nancy and Oliver as similar, and how are they 

different? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



184 
 

 

Do now continued:  

Extension: Why do you think so many characters in the novel want to help Oliver? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 21, A Full Confession 

Read from p.115 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Comprehension task: In Chapter 21, Nancy visits Mr Brownlow. Answer the questions 

below in full sentences: 

1. What information did Nancy give Mr Brownlow? List at least three things. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What information did Nancy refuse to give Mr Brownlow? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



185 
 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Chapter 22, Off to Australia 

Read from p.124 until the end of the chapter. 

 

Comprehension task: Answer the questions below in full sentences. 

1. What is Dodger’s crime? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is Dodger’s punishment? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Is this a harsh punishment or not, in your opinion? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task: Fagin and his gang find out two crucial (very important) pieces of information in 

this chapter. What are they? Use the images to guide you. 

 

 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

______________ 

 

Reading: We are now going to read the passage where Fagin has just received the 

news about Nancy’s betrayal in the original version. 

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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‘Fagin’s revenge.’ Original extract. Part 1 

In this extract, Fagin is presented as even more villainous than before. He has 

heard about what Nancy has done and is planning his revenge. 

 

Fagin sat watching in his old lair, with face so distorted 

and pale, and eyes so red and blood-shot, that he looked less 

like a man, than like some hideous phantom, moist from the 

grave, and worried by an evil spirit. 

He sat crouching over a cold hearth, wrapped in an old 

torn coverlet, with his face turned towards a wasting candle 

that stood upon a table by his side. His right hand was raised to 

his lips, and as, absorbed in thought, he hit his long black nails, 

he disclosed among his toothless gums a few such fangs as 

should have been a dog's or rat's. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

  

Task: Which words and phrases show that Fagin looks even more villainous in this part 

of the novel? Underline them in the copy of the text below. The first one has been 

done for you. 

 

 

 

Fagin sat watching in his old lair, with face so distorted and pale, and eyes so 

red and blood-shot, that he looked less like a man, than like some hideous 

phantom, moist from the grave, and worried by an evil spirit. 

 He sat crouching over a cold hearth, wrapped in an old torn coverlet, 

with his face turned towards a wasting candle that stood upon a table by his 

side. His right hand was raised to his lips, and as, absorbed in thought, he hit his 

long black nails, he disclosed among his toothless gums a few such fangs as 

should have been a dog's or rat's. 
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‘Fagin’s revenge.’ Original extract. Part 2 

'Suppose that lad,' pursued Fagin, 'was to blow upon us 

all—first seeking out the right folks for the purpose, and 

meeting with 'em in the street to paint our likenesses, and 

describe the crib where we might be most easily taken. 

Suppose he was to do all this of his own fancy; not grabbed, 

trapped, tried—but of his own fancy; to please his own 

taste; stealing out at nights to find those most interested 

against us, and peaching to them. Do you hear me?' cried 

Fagin, his eyes flashing with rage. 'Suppose he did all this, 

what then?' 

'What then!' replied Sikes; with a tremendous oath. 'If he 

was left alive till I came, I'd grind his skull under the iron heel 

of my boot into as many grains as there are hairs upon his 

head.' 

'What if I did it!' cried Fagin almost in a yell. 'I, that 

knows so much, and could hang so many besides myself!' 

'I don't know,' replied Sikes, clenching his teeth and 

turning white at the mere suggestion. 'I'd do something in 

the jail that 'ud get me put in irons; and if I was tried along 

with you, I'd fall upon you with them in the open court, and 

beat your brains out afore the people. I should have such 

strength,' muttered the robber, poising his brawny arm, 'that 

I could smash your head as if a loaded waggon had gone 

over it.' 

'You would?' 

'Would I!' said the housebreaker. 'Try me.' 

'If it was Charley, or the Dodger, or Bet, or—' 

'I don't care who,' replied Sikes impatiently. 'Whoever it was, 

I'd serve them the same.' 
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blow upon – i.e. a 

whistle, showing 

the police where 

they were  

paint our 

likenesses – 

describe us  

please his own 

taste – freely  

peaching – 

revealing our 

secrets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

afore – in front of 

Reading: We are now going to read the passage where Fagin convinces Bill to 

murder Nancy for her betrayal in the original version. 

• We are going to skip ahead a little bit. Sikes has entered and asked Fagin what 

is wrong.  Fagin acts as if he doesn’t want to tell Bill about Nancy 

 

• Over the passage, you are going to see how Fagin begins to convince Bill to 

murder Nancy for her betrayal. Fagin asks what Bill would do if one of the 

trusted pickpockets had betrayed the gang. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 

 

In this extract, Fagin is preparing Bill Sikes for the moment when he will learn of 

Nancy’s betrayal. Fagin wants Bill Sikes to murder Nancy. 
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Task: Fagin asks what Bill would do if one of the trusted pickpockets had betrayed the 

gang. 

Who has actually done the things Fagin describes here? Why did the person do these 

things? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task: Bill’s reaction really shows what kind of person he is. Reread the passage below 

and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. How does Bill respond to Fagin’s question? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

‘If he was left alive till I came, I’d grind his skull under 

the iron heel of my boot into as many grains as there 

are hairs upon his head.’ 

‘I’d fall upon you and beat your brains out. I should 

have such strength that I could smash your head as if 

a loaded waggon had gone over it.’ 

‘Whoever it was, I’d serve them the same.’ 
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Task continued: Bill’s reaction really shows what kind of person he is. Reread the 

passage and answer the questions that follow. 

2. What does Bill’s response tell you about his character? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why might a reader feel fear and anxiety at this point in the novel? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Reading: We are now going to read Bill and Fagin’s final conversation before Bill 

leaves in the original version. Fagin has now made it clear to Bill that Nancy has 

betrayed them.  

 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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 Fagin’s revenge.’ Original extract. Part 3 

 

Comprehension task: Fagin knows what Bill is going to do now. Answer the questions 

below in full sentences: 

1. What is Bill Sikes going to do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why is Fagin concerned about Bill being ‘too violent for safety’? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



193 
 

'You won't be—too—violent, Bill?‘ 

The day was breaking, and there was light enough for the 

men to see each other's faces. They exchanged one brief 

glance; there was a fire in the eyes of both, which could 

not be mistaken.  

'I mean,' said Fagin, showing that he felt all disguise was 

now useless, 'not too violent for safety. Be crafty, Bill, and 

not too bold.'  

Sikes made no reply; but, pulling open the door, of which 

Fagin had turned the lock, dashed into the silent streets. 
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10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exit Quiz 

How does Fagin get Bill Sikes to kill Nancy? 

a) He immediately tells Bill what Nancy has done. 

b) He asks Bill to imagine what he would do if one of the trusted pickpockets were 

to betray them. 

c) He speaks in a gentle way to keep Bill calm. 

d) He cleverly describes what Nancy has done without telling him directly. 

e) He confirms Bill’s intention to kill Nancy by making him promise that he won’t be 

‘too violent.’ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 20 

Mastery Content: 

• Bill Sikes is a heartless villain and Nancy has sacrificed her life for Oliver 

• Dickens uses language to blacken Bill’s character 

• Dickens uses language to show the reader that Nancy is in danger 

• Dickens uses language to create sympathy for Nancy 

• Bill’s anger reaches its climax and results in Nancy’s death 

Do Now: Write one paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 7 and 9 sentences. 

 

Last lesson, we read how Fagin led Bill to realise that Nancy had betrayed them. 

Bill is on his way to murder his girlfriend, Nancy.  

 

 

 

 

 

What evidence have we seen so far that Bill is capable of murder? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

We know that Nancy will be the victim of Bill’s murder.  

 

Look at the vocabulary box below to understand what the word victim means. 
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Vocabulary: victim 

Victim: A victim is someone who has been harmed, often by other people. 

Examples: These situations describe someone who is a victim. 

 

1. Many people were victims of theft in Victorian London. 

 

 

 

2. We are doing everything we can to help 

the victims of the car crash. 

 

 

 

3. She had been a victim of her son’s smelly 

feet for too long so decided to throw away his boots.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task: Remind yourself of the meanings of victim and villain. For each of the characters 

below, explain if they are a victim or a villain and why.  

 

 

 

 

Is this character a victim or a villain? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

A villain is a bad person in a story, who harms other people or breaks the law to 

get what they want.  

 
A victim is someone who has been harmed, often by other people. 

Oliver 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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  Task continued: Remind yourself of the meanings of victim and villain. For each of the 

characters below, explain if they are a victim or a villain and why.  

Is this character a victim or a villain? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bill Sikes 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Fagin 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
Nancy 
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Nancy is about to become the victim of a brutal murder. 

 

Before we read about how Bill kills Nancy, let’s check our understanding of the word 

‘brutal.’ Look at the vocabulary box below to understand what the word brutal 

means. 

 

Vocabulary: brutal 

Brutal: Brutal describes something or someone who is very cruel and violent.  

Examples: These situations describe someone someone or something brutal. 

 

1. The pirates took over the ship with brutal force.  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Many of Ms. Trunchbull’s punishments were brutal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Hunger Games is an incredibly brutal competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: We are now going the extract about Nancy’s brutal murder in the original 

version. 

Remember to use the glossary to help you. 
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‘Fatal consequences.’ Original extract. 

In this shocking extract, Bill confronts Nancy. 

 

Without one pause, or moment's consideration; 

without once turning his head to the right or left, or raising 

his eyes to the sky, or lowering them to the ground, but 

looking straight before him with savage resolution: his 

teeth so tightly compressed that the strained jaw seemed 

starting through his skin; the robber held on his headlong 

course, nor muttered a word, nor relaxed a muscle, until 

he reached his own door. He opened it, softly, with a key; 

strode lightly up the stairs; and entering his own room, 

double-locked the door, and lifting a heavy table against 

it, drew back the curtain of the bed. 

The girl was lying, half-dressed, upon it. He had 

roused her from her sleep, for she raised herself with a 

hurried and startled look. 

'Get up!' said the man. 

'It is you, Bill!' said the girl, with an expression of 

pleasure at his return. 

'It is,' was the reply. 'Get up.' 

There was a candle burning, but the man hastily 

drew it from the candlestick, and hurled it under the 

grate. Seeing the faint light of early day without, the girl 

rose to undraw the curtain. 

'Let it be,' said Sikes, thrusting his hand before her. 

'There's enough light for wot I've got to do.' 

'Bill,' said the girl, in the low voice of alarm, 'why do 

you look like that at me!' 

The robber sat regarding her, for a few seconds, with 

dilated nostrils and heaving breast; and then, grasping 

her by the head and throat, dragged her into the middle 

of the room, and looking once towards the door, placed 

his heavy hand upon her mouth. 

'Bill, Bill!' gasped the girl, wrestling with the strength of 

mortal fear,—'I—I won't scream or cry—not once—hear 

me—speak to me—tell me what I have done!' 

'You know, you she devil!' returned the robber, 

suppressing his breath. 'You were watched to-night; every 

word you said was heard.' 

'Then spare my life for the love of Heaven, as I spared 

yours,' rejoined the girl, clinging to him. 'Bill, dear Bill, you 

cannot have the heart to kill me. Oh! think of all I have 
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without – outside  

undraw – open 
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given up, only this one night, for you. You shall have time 

to think, and save yourself this crime; I will not loose my 

hold, you cannot throw me off. Bill, Bill, for dear God's 

sake, for your own, for mine, stop before you spill my 

blood! I have been true to you, upon my guilty soul I 

have!' 

The man struggled violently, to release his arms; but 

those of the girl were clasped round his, and tear her as 

he would, he could not tear them away. 

'Bill,' cried the girl, striving to lay her head upon his 

breast, 'the gentleman and that dear lady, told me to-

night of a home in some foreign country where I could 

end my days in solitude and peace. Let me see them 

again, and beg them, on my knees, to show the same 

mercy and goodness to you; and let us both leave this 

dreadful place, and far apart lead better lives, and forget 

how we have lived, except in prayers, and never see 

each other more. It is never too late to repent. They told 

me so—I feel it now—but we must have time—a little, little 

time!' 

The housebreaker freed one arm, and grasped his 

pistol. The certainty of immediate detection if he fired, 

flashed across his mind even in the midst of his fury; and 

he beat it twice with all the force he could summon, upon 

the upturned face that almost touched his own. 

She staggered and fell: nearly blinded with the blood 

that rained down from a deep gash in her forehead; but 

raising herself, with difficulty, on her knees, drew from her 

bosom a white handkerchief—Rose Maylie's own—and 

holding it up, in her folded hands, as high towards Heaven 

as her feeble strength would allow, breathed one prayer 

for mercy to her Maker. 

It was a ghastly figure to look upon. The murderer 

staggering backward to the wall, and shutting out the 

sight with his hand, seized a heavy club and struck her 

down. 
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in solitude – alone  
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forgiveness for sins  
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Comprehension task: Annotate the image below to show what makes Bill’s murder of Nancy so brutal. Use the questions to guide 

you. 

Question: How did Bill kill Nancy? What did he 

use? What makes that way of killing someone 

so brutal? 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Question: How did Nancy feel for Bill? How do 

Nancy’s feelings for Bill make what he did so 

horrible? 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_________ 

Question: What was Nancy doing and 

saying right before Bill killed her? Why 

does that make the murder even 

more brutal? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 
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Quotation Hunter: ‘Oliver Twist’ 

What’s happening in the novel at this 

point? 

 

 

Who is talking? 
 

Who are they talking to? 
 

Quotation (make sure you copy it exactly!) 

 

 

Notes on the quotation – what does this reveal about Bill? 

 

 

 

  

Task: Choose one of the quotations from today’s lesson to add to your Quotation 

Hunter. You need to choose these from the original extract describing Nancy’s 

murder. 
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 Main task: Write an analytical paragraph to answer the question below.  

 

 

Here is how you need to structure your paragraph: 

4. Write your topic sentence. 

5. Introduce and provide the quotation. 

6. Explain what the quotation shows us about Bill Sikes. 

 

Sentence starters: 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, write an analytical paragraph to answer the question below. Your answer must 

be between 9 and 12 sentences. 

What does Nancy’s death tell us about Bill Sikes? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 

 

 

 

What does Nancy’s death tell us about Bill Sikes? 
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Oliver Twist 

Fortnightly Quiz 

Name: 

     

Date:  

   

Quiz 

T5 

Score 

___ /10 

When you have marked your quiz, put a tick next to the questions you got 

right and a cross next to the questions you got wrong.  

Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  Q5  

Q6  Q7  Q8  Q9  Q10  
 

 

Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each 

question. 

Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

❑ Check 1: Does 

every sentence 

start with a 

capital letter? 

Check 2: Does 

every sentence 

end with a full 

stop? 

Check 3: Do all 

names start with a 

capital letter?  

Check 4: Have you 

spelt names 

correctly? e.g. 

Dickens 
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1) In this passage, Fagin has discovered that Nancy has told Mr Brownlow about Monks. The 

passage tells the reader how Fagin is feeling. What does this extract imply about Fagin? 

(3) 

Hatred of the girl who had dared to palter with strangers; an utter distrust of the sincerity 

of her refusal to yield him up; bitter disappointment at the loss of his revenge on Sikes; 

the fear of detection, and ruin, and death; and a fierce and deadly rage kindled by all; 

these were the passionate considerations which shot through the brain of Fagin, as every 

evil thought and blackest purpose lay working at his heart.  

a) Fagin hates Nancy because she has been disloyal. 

b) Fagin is ashamed of his criminal behaviour. 

c) Fagin is scared that he will be caught by the police. 

d) Fagin wants revenge. 

 

2) What does the phrase ‘savage resolution’ tell us about Bill Sikes? (1) 

a) He is full of violent thoughts, but is not quite sure how to act. 

b) He knows exactly what he has to do, and as a result he is calm and peaceful. 

c) He doesn’t know what to do, but he is not that upset either. 

d) He is full of violent thoughts and he knows exactly what he is going to do. 
 

3) Which of these characters can be considered corrupt? (3) 

a) Bill Sikes 

b) Oliver Twist 

c) Dick 

d) Mr. Bumble 

e) Fagin 
 

4) What evidence is there that Oliver is loyal? (3) 

f) When he is kidnapped, the thing that upsets him the most is the thought of letting 

down Mr Brownlow.  

g) He makes sure he says goodbye to his ill friend Dick before he leaves for London. 

h) He runs away to London. 

i) He defends his mother when she is insulted by Noah. 

j) He thinks that Fagin and his gang make handkerchiefs for a living. 

 
 

5) What do Oliver and the Artful Dodger have in common? (1) 

a) Nothing. 

b) They are both transported to Australia. 

c) They are both not brought up by their parents. 

d) They both grow up in luxury. 

e) They are both naïve. 

6) What morals do you think Dickens was trying to communicate in ‘Oliver Twist’? (3) 

f) Poor people should be treated harshly to stop them committing crimes. 

g) Poor people shouldn’t be treated like criminals when they haven’t done anything 

wrong. 

h) Even good people can be forced into a life of crime if they are not looked after 

properly. 

i) The workhouses are a good way of providing food and shelter for poor people. 

j) Society should be kinder and more generous to the poor and weak. 
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7) Which character most closely represents Dickens’s view of the world? (1) 

f) Bill Sikes 

g) Mr Brownlow 

h) Mr Bumble 

i) Mr Sowerberry 

j) Fagin 

 

8) When Oliver goes missing, why does Bill Sikes care so much? (2) 

a) Because he cares about Oliver and wants the best for him. 

b) Because he is worried Oliver might hurt him.  

c) Because Oliver could tell the police information about the crimes he has committed. 

d) Because Oliver could tell the police information about the crimes Fagin has 

committed. 

e) Because Oliver could tell the police information about the crimes Fagin has 

committed, and then Fagin would tell the police about the crimes Bill Sikes has 

committed.  

 

9) What do Mr Brownlow and Nancy have in common? (1) 

a) They are both upper class. 

b) They both risk their life to help Oliver. 

c) They are both kind to Oliver. 

d) They both love Bill Sikes. 

e) They are both cold and uncaring. 

 

10) This paragraph describes how Rose Maylie feels after Oliver is caught breaking into her 

house. 

Rose glided softly past, and seating herself in a chair by the bedside, gathered Oliver's 

hair from his face. As she stooped over him, her tears fell upon his forehead.  

‘But even if Oliver has been wicked, think how young he is, think that he may never 

have known a mother's love, or the comfort of a home; and that ill-usage and blows, or 

the want of bread, may have driven him to herd with men who have forced him to 

guilt.’ 

What is the best summary of what Rose says? (1) 

a) Criminals should be severely punished. 

b) The individual is always responsible for their own actions. 

c) If children are not looked after properly, they might turn to crime. 

d) All children have human rights. 

 

  



208 
 

  

Oliver Twist – Lesson 21 

Mastery Content: 

• Bill and Fagin get their comeuppance 

• Agnes, the woman in the painting, was Oliver’s mother 

• Monks is Oliver’s half brother 

• Rose is Agnes’ younger sister 

• Rose is Oliver’s aunt 

• Oliver gets his inheritance 

Do Now: Below are two statements about Bill Sikes.  

Write one paragraph explaining which statement you agree with more and the 

reasons for your choice. Your answer should be between 7 and 10 sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which statement do you agree with more and why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Statement A: 

Bill Sikes is a brutal villain 

who doesn’t deserve any 

sympathy. 

 Statement B: 

Bill Sikes is a complex 

character who deserves 

some sympathy. 

. 
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Extra writing space 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading: We are now going read the final chapters of ‘Oliver Twist’ in the modern 

version: Chapter 23, Nancy’s Death and Chapter 24, A New Family. 

Read from p.128 until the end of Chapter 24.  
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Comprehension: Below is a summary of the plot of ‘Oliver Twist’, written in 18 

sentences. They are in the wrong order. Sequence the plot of the story in the correct 

order. The first one has been done for you as a model. 

 

 

A. Mr Brownlow takes Oliver in after the court hearing. 

B. Oliver meets The Artful Dodger. 

C. Oliver is arrested for pickpocketing. 

D. Oliver Twist is born in the workhouse. 

E. The bookseller’s evidence saves Oliver from prison. 

F. Sikes falls to his death. 

G. Oliver is ‘sold’ to Mr Sowerberry. 

H. Oliver asks for more food. 

I. Oliver runs away to London. 

J. Sikes murders Nancy. 

K. Oliver has a fight with Noah Claypole. 

L. Oliver joins Fagin’s gang. 

M. Oliver learns that Rose is his Aunty. 

N. Nancy and Sikes abduct Oliver. 

O. Fagin is arrested. 

P. Sikes takes Oliver on a ‘job’ 

Q. Monks confesses that he is Oliver’s half brother. 

R. Oliver goes to live with Mrs Maylie. 

 

1.  D 

2.  _____ 

3.  _____ 

4.  _____ 

5.  _____ 

6.  _____ 

7.  _____ 

8.  _____ 

9.  _____ 

10.  _____ 

11.  _____ 

12.  _____ 

13.  _____ 

14.  _____ 

15.  _____ 

16.  _____ 

17.  _____ 

18.  _____ 
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 Task: Write a 50 word summary of the story.  

You can use these tips to help you: 

1. Include the most important names and events. 

2. Remove or replace words or phrases to make sentences shorter (you can do 

this you write by reviewing each sentence as you go.) 

3. Use general terms instead of lists. 

Your summary: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Task: Below is a statement about the novel ‘Oliver Twist’. Write one paragraph 

explaining why you agree or disagree with this statement. Your answer should be 

between 5 and 8 sentences. 

 

 

 

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use the following questions to help you: 

• How many of the characters are good people or do good things? 

• What is similar about the pictured characters’ lives?  

• What makes each of them a good or bad person? 

• Using your knowledge of Victorian England, what would have happened to 

Oliver if he hadn’t met Mr Brownlow? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The novel ‘Oliver Twist’ shows us that it is possible to be a good person, no matter 

what happens in your life. 
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We have looked at whether Sikes deserves sympathy or not. This is what Dickens said 

about Bill Sikes in his introduction to the novel. 

 

 

 

I fear there are in the world some insensible and callous natures 

that do become, at last, utterly and irredeemably bad. But whether 

this be so or not of one thing I am certain: that there are such men 

as Sikes, who, being closely followed through the same space of 

time, and through the same current of circumstances, would not 

give, by one look or action of a moment, the faintest indication of 

a better nature. Whether every gentler human feeling is dead 

within such bosoms, or the proper chord to strike has rusted and is 

hard to find, I do not know; but that the fact is so, I am sure.  

 

Task: Answer the question below in full sentences. 

Did Dickens think it was possible to be a good person no matter what happens to you 

in life? What makes you think that? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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After Sikes kills Nancy, Dickens says this (Chapter 48, the original text) 

 

 

 

 

 

What Dickens is saying here is that Sikes is haunted by the thought of what he has 

done to Nancy. 

 

As Sikes left the town behind him, and plunged into the solitude and 

darkness of the road, he felt a dread and awe creeping upon him which 

shook him to the core. Let no man talk of murderers escaping justice, and 

hint that Providence must sleep. 

 

Task: How does this idea (Sikes being haunted by the thought of what he has done to 

Nancy) link to the moral of the story? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Task: Write one paragraph answering the question below. Your answer should be 

between 5 and 7 sentences. 

What did you enjoy most about reading Charles Dickens’s classic story, ‘Oliver Twist’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 22 

Mastery Content: 

• The topic of the assessment is Bill Sikes 

• There are a number of key scenes involving Bill Sikes in ‘Oliver Twist’ 

• Sikes develops as a character throughout the novel 

Do Now:  

Task 1: Write down as many different adjectives that could describe Bill Sikes.  

Task 2: Match them to an event in the novel.  

The first one has been done for you as a model. 

Bill Sikes is: 

➢ malicious – he regularly beats his dog.  

➢ ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

➢ ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

➢ ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

➢ ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

➢ ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension: How might Bill have been different if he had grown up in a house like Mr 

Brownlow’s? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Today we will begin preparing for your assessment on ‘Oliver Twist’. The assessment will 

be on Bill Sikes. 

 

Here is your assessment question:  

What type of character is Bill Sikes? 

• You will need to respond to a short extract from the novel. 

• Then you will need to write about Bill Sikes in the rest of 

 the novel. 

 

You will be allowed to take the novel into the assessment with you. 

 

 

Your assessment question will ask you to do two things: 

 

 

 

 

 

✓ We can practise for the first part now. 

✓ We can think about how Bill Sikes is presented in a certain extract.  

 

1. Write about Bill Sikes in the extract given.  

2. Write about Bill Sikes in the rest of the novel. 
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Let’s look at a practice exam paper.  

 

Year 7 Autumn 2 Assessment 
You have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer this question. 

 

Read this extract from chapter 13 of ‘Oliver Twist’. 

 

This scene takes place at Fagin’s house. Bill Sikes, who is sitting 

in the next room, begins to shout at his dog. The dog responds 

by biting Bill Sikes.  

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

    'Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!' said Mr. Sikes, 

suddenly breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so 

intense as to be disturbed by the dog's winking, or whether 

his feelings were so wrought upon by his reflections that they 

required all the relief derivable from kicking an unoffending 

animal to allay them, is matter for argument and 

consideration. Whatever was the cause, the effect was a 

kick and a curse, bestowed upon the dog simultaneously.  

 Dogs are not generally apt to revenge injuries inflicted upon 

them by their masters; but Mr. Sikes's dog, having faults of 

temper in common with his owner, and labouring, perhaps, 

at this moment, under a powerful sense of injury, made no 

more ado but at once fixed his teeth in one of the half-

boots.  

    'You would, would you?' said Sikes, seizing the poker in one 

hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large 

clasp-knife, which he drew from his pocket. 'Come here, 

you born devil! Come here! D'ye hear?'  

 

 

 

Wrought upon 

– irritated 

Derivable – 

that comes 

from 

 

Here is your assessment question: 

What type of character is Bill Sikes? 

You must refer to this extract, and other key events in the story that have 

influenced your opinion of the character Bill Sikes. 

 
 

When you’ve finished, check your writing. 

❑ Check 1: Have you written about the extract that has been provided? 

❑ Check 2: Have you written about parts of the story that involve Bill Sikes? 

❑ Check 3: Are there any run-on sentences? 

❑ Check 4: Have you used proper nouns clearly and accurately? 

Contextual 

Information:  

This will tell you 

what has 

happened before 

and after this 

extract.  

Extract 

This will 

have line 

numbers to 

help you.  

Checks 

Go through the 

checks to make 

sure your work has 

no errors.  

Vocabulary 

Unusual or 

old-

fashioned 

words will 

have a 

definition.  

Question 

This is the 

question 

your essay 

should 

answer.  
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In the exam, you will have to read the extract and write about it.  

Let’s look at some techniques that can help us to analyse unseen extracts.  

 

1) Read the extract 

2) Decide which of Bill’s 

characteristics it highlights 

best. 

3) Highlight the evidence that 

shows this characteristic.  

4) Use these quotations to answer 

the question.  

 

Year 7 Autumn 2 Assessment 
You have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer this question. 

 

Read this extract from chapter 13 of ‘Oliver Twist’. 

 

This scene takes place at Fagin’s house. Bill Sikes, who is sitting 

in the next room, begins to shout at his dog. The dog responds 

by biting Bill Sikes.  

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

    'Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!' said Mr. Sikes, 

suddenly breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so 

intense as to be disturbed by the dog's winking, or whether 

his feelings were so wrought upon by his reflections that they 

required all the relief derivable from kicking an unoffending 

animal to allay them, is matter for argument and 

consideration. Whatever was the cause, the effect was a 

kick and a curse, bestowed upon the dog simultaneously.  

 Dogs are not generally apt to revenge injuries inflicted upon 

them by their masters; but Mr. Sikes's dog, having faults of 

temper in common with his owner, and labouring, perhaps, 

at this moment, under a powerful sense of injury, made no 

more ado but at once fixed his teeth in one of the half-

boots.  

    'You would, would you?' said Sikes, seizing the poker in one 

hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large 

clasp-knife, which he drew from his pocket. 'Come here, 

you born devil! Come here! D'ye hear?'  

 

 

 

Wrought upon 

– irritated 

Derivable – 

that comes 

from 

 

Here is your assessment question: 

What type of character is Bill Sikes? 

You must refer to this extract, and other key events in the story that have 

influenced your opinion of the character Bill Sikes. 

 
 

When you’ve finished, check your writing. 

❑ Check 1: Have you written about the extract that has been provided? 

❑ Check 2: Have you written about parts of the story that involve Bill Sikes? 

❑ Check 3: Are there any run-on sentences? 

❑ Check 4: Have you used proper nouns clearly and accurately? 
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Practice unseen extract 

 

 

  

  

Practice analysing unseen extract 

Let’s practise reading an unseen extract. Follow the steps below and complete them 

in the order in which they are given. 

 

Step 1: Read the extract 

 

Step 2: Look at the list of characteristics below. Decide which characteristic this 

extract best shows. Write that characteristic in the space above the extract. 

• villainous 

• brutal 

• unpredictable 

• corrupt 

• hardened 

• violent 

• unfeeling 

• vicious 

 

Step 3: Once you have decided the characteristic best shown in the extract, highlight 

the evidence that shows this characteristic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characteristic best shown: _______________________________________________________ 

    

 'Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!' said Mr. Sikes, suddenly 

breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so intense as to 

be disturbed by the dog's winking, or whether his feelings were so 

wrought upon by his reflections that they required all the relief 

derivable from kicking an unoffending animal to allay them, is 

matter for argument and consideration. Whatever was the 

cause, the effect was a kick and a curse, bestowed upon the 

dog simultaneously.  

 Dogs are not generally apt to revenge injuries inflicted upon 

them by their masters; but Mr. Sikes's dog, having faults of temper 

in common with his owner, and labouring, perhaps, at this 

moment, under a powerful sense of injury, made no more ado 

but at once fixed his teeth in one of the half-boots.  

    'You would, would you?' said Sikes, seizing the poker in one 

hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large clasp-

knife, which he drew from his pocket. 'Come here, you born devil! 

Come here! D'ye hear?'  

 

 

 

wrought upon – 

irritated 

derivable – that 

comes from 
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We have:  

1. Read the extract 

2. Decided which of Bill’s characteristics it 

highlights best 

3. Highlighted the evidence that shows this 

characteristic 

 

Let’s look at the next step. 

Task: Use these quotations to help us to answer the question.  

This will help us to write our analytical paragraph later on.  

 

the effect was a kick and a curse, bestowed upon the 

dog simultaneously.  

 

Bill brutally assaults 

an innocent animal 

who has not done 

anything wrong. 

 

The word “simultaneously” 

suggests that Bill thinks that 

swearing at and kicking the 

dog are equally as bad, even 

though one causes a physical 

injury. 

 

Quotation 1 
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just escaping the pewter measure which Mr. Sikes levelled 

at his head.  

 

Quotation 2 Bull's-Eye only just 

manages to get away 

from having a hard, 

heavy, metal cup thrown 

at him.  

 

Sikes is deliberately aiming 

the cup at Bull's-Eye. He 

knows this will hurt the 

dog, and is doing it on 

purpose. 

Quotation 3 

seizing the poker in one hand, and deliberately opening 

with the other a large clasp-knife 

 

The poker would have 

been hard and pointed, 

and may have even been 

hot from the fire.  

After realising that Bill will kick and throw 

cups at his own pet, the reader understands 

that this character may actually be vicious 

enough to hurt his dog with dangerous 

weapons. He is very obviously a violent, 

dangerous character.  
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We can use the Notes Page to capture these ideas and to help us structure our 

paragraphs. 

You have one that you are allowed to take into the exam. It has room for three 

quotations.  

Let’s look at how this Notes Page needs to be completed. Look at the instructions 

below. 

In this box you are going to 

write the particular 

characteristic of Bill you think 

the extract shows.  

In this box you are going to 

write the quotation that 

supports your topic sentence.  

In this box you are going to write 

notes that will remind you how 

this shows the characteristic.  
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Let’s use the extract we have just looked at to see how this should be completed. 

Below is a model of a good set of notes. 

vicious  

"the effect was a kick and a curse, bestowed 

upon the dog simultaneously.” 

Supposed to scare Bullseye. Deliberate.  

Not fair – victim is much weaker than him. Cruel physical abuse.  

This is a good set of notes.  

✓ The quotation is accurately copied and the notes remind us about what to 

write.  

✓ They are not written in full sentences.  

✓ They include key words that help us to analyse the topic sentence.  

 

Here is a model of a bad set of notes. 

The notes are too detailed. 

 

vicious  

"the effect was a kick and a curse, bestowed 

upon the dog simultaneously.” 
This shows that Bill physically abuses his dog even though he doesn’t do 

anything. This is vicious because Bill is much bigger and stronger 

than Bullseye.  
Cursing at Bullseye shows that this was deliberate and thought out, even though it wasn’t for any 

purpose. It shows that Bill is nasty when he is angry and that he can’t control how cruel and vicious 

he is.  
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We have looked at how to approach the unseen extract.  

You will also have an opportunity to write about different characteristics of Bill in 

different parts of the novel. 

 

Extract 1: 

 

 

And now, for the first time, Oliver, well-nigh mad with grief and terror, 

saw that housebreaking and robbery, if not murder, were the objects 

of the expedition. He clasped his hands together, and involuntarily 

uttered a subdued exclamation of horror. A mist came before his 

eyes; the cold sweat stood upon his ashy face; his limbs failed him; 

and he sank upon his knees.  

"Get up!" murmured Sikes, trembling with rage, and drawing the pistol 

from his pocket; "Get up, or I'll strew your brains upon the grass."  

"Oh! for God's sake let me go!" cried Oliver; "let me run away and die 

in the fields. I will never come near London; never, never! Oh! pray 

have mercy on me, and do not make me steal. For the love of all the 

bright Angels that rest in Heaven, have mercy upon me!"  

The man to whom this appeal was made, swore a dreadful oath, and 

had cocked the pistol, when Toby, striking it from his grasp, placed his 

hand upon the boy's mouth, and dragged him to the house.  

 

 

Task: Complete your Notes Page for extract 1. 

• What does this extract reveal about Bill?  

• Which quotation shows this best?  

• Why does this quotation show this particular characteristic?  

 

Oliver realises that Bill Sikes wants him to help with a robbery. He falls over. Bill Sikes 

threatens him with a gun. Oliver begs for mercy. Bill swears at him.  

well-nigh – 

very nearly 
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Extract 2: 

 

 

 

'What then!' replied Sikes; with a tremendous oath. 'If he was left 

alive till I came, I'd grind his skull under the iron heel of my boot into 

as many grains as there are hairs upon his head.' 

'What if I did it!' cried Fagin almost in a yell. 'I, that knows so much, 

and could hang so many besides myself!' 

'I don't know,' replied Sikes, clenching his teeth and turning white at 

the mere suggestion. 'I'd do something in the jail that 'ud get me put 

in irons; and if I was tried along with you, I'd fall upon you with them 

in the open court, and beat your brains out afore the people. I 

should have such strength,' muttered the robber, poising his brawny 

arm, 'that I could smash your head as if a loaded waggon had 

gone over it.' 

'You would?' 

'Would I!' said the housebreaker. 'Try me.' 

'If it was Charley, or the Dodger, or Bet, or—' 

'I don't care who,' replied Sikes impatiently. 'Whoever it was, I'd serve 

them the same.' 

 

 

Task: Complete your Notes Page for extract 2. 

• What does this extract reveal about Bill?  

• Which quotation shows this best?  

• Why does this quotation show this particular characteristic?  

 

Fagin reveals that Nancy has told Mr Brownlow about Bill Sikes's plan. Bill Sikes lists 

all the things that he would do to someone if they betrayed him. He says it doesn’t 

matter who it was.  

 
afore – in 

front of 
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Extract 3: 

 

 

 

The robber sat regarding her, for a few seconds, with dilated nostrils 

and heaving breast; and then, grasping her by the head and 

throat, dragged her into the middle of the room, and looking once 

towards the door, placed his heavy hand upon her mouth. 

'Bill, Bill!' gasped the girl, wrestling with the strength of mortal fear,—

'I—I won't scream or cry—not once—hear me—speak to me—tell 

me what I have done!' 

'You know, you she devil!' returned the robber, suppressing his 

breath. 'You were watched to-night; every word you said was 

heard.' 

'Bill,' cried the girl, 'the gentleman and that dear lady, told me to-

night of a home in some foreign country where I could end my days 

in solitude and peace. Let me see them again, and beg them, on 

my knees, to show the same mercy and goodness to you. It is never 

too late to repent!' 

The housebreaker grasped his pistol. The certainty of immediate 

detection if he fired, flashed across his mind even in the midst of his 

fury; and he beat it twice with all the force he could summon, upon 

the upturned face that almost touched his own. 

It was a ghastly figure to look upon. The murderer staggering 

backward to the wall, and shutting out the sight with his hand, 

seized a heavy club and struck her down. 

 

 

Task: Complete your Notes Page for extract 3. 

• What does this extract reveal about Bill?  

• Which quotation shows this best?  

• Why does this quotation show this particular characteristic?  

 

Bill confronts Nancy. He says that everything she said to Mr Brownlow was heard. 

She tells him about Mr Brownlow’s plan for her to leave the country. She says that 

she will beg for them to show him the same mercy. Bill hits her on the face and 

then with a club. 

supressing – 

holding 

solitude – 

alone 

repent – ask 

forgiveness 
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‘Oliver Twist’ Notes Sheet 

• You will ONLY be allowed to take notes from this sheet into the assessment. 

• You will be allowed to have a clean copy of the book and extracts with you in 

the assessment 

Notes for extract 1 

Part of Bill Sikes to write about:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  

 

Notes for extract 2: 

 

Part of Bill Sikes to write about:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  

 

Notes for extract 3 

 

Part of Bill Sikes to write about:  

Quotation(s):  

 

Notes:  
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We have revised: 

✓ Bill Sikes's characteristics 

✓ Extracts that reveal Bill’s personality 

✓ How to write notes on quotations  

  

Next lesson, we will look at how to write a good analytical paragraph, introduction 

and conclusion.  

 

Exit Quiz 

What does this quotation tell you about Bill Sikes? 

 

 

 

a) Sikes has a bad temper. 

b) Sikes growls a lot.  

c) Bull's-Eye growls a lot.  

d) Sikes does not own Bull's-Eye.  

e) Sikes bites Bull's-Eye. 

‘Mr. Sikes's dog, having faults of 

temper in common with his owner’ 
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Oliver Twist – Lesson 23 

Mastery Content: 

• Structure of an essay 

• How to write an introduction 

• How to write a conclusion 

Do Now: below are a few words that characterise Bill Sikes. Which one of these 

characteristics do you think is the words? Rank these words from least terrible to most 

terrible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

villainous malicious unfeeling hardened violent vicious brutal 

unpredictable corrupt 

Least terrible 

Most terrible 
________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 
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Do now continued: 

Extension: Which of the words we have used to describe Bill could also apply to 

Victorian England? Explain your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Throughout this term, we have looked at how to write an analytical paragraph about 

lots of different characters.  

 

• The topic sentence explains what characteristic you think this particular person 

has. 

• The evidence should be something that Dickens has written about this 

character.  

• You then have to explain in detail how this evidence demonstrates this 

characteristic.  
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Here is a student’s paragraph from last year. It includes all the parts of an analytical 

paragraph, but it could be improved.  

 

Task: Write down some advice you would give this student to improve their work. Use 

the ideas above to help you phrase it. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

✓ It includes an accurate quotation.  

✓ It gives a characteristic of Bill.  

 It does not explain why kicking Bull's-Eye is vicious. 

 It should add more information about whether this is normal for Bill Sikes.  

 It should explain how the reader feels about Bill Sikes. 
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 Task: Rewrite this paragraph so that it is a good analytical paragraph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your rewritten paragraph: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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This analytical paragraph has been improved: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task: Compare the improved paragraph above to yours. Which is better and why? 

Explain your answer below.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We have looked at how to structure a good paragraph.  

Here is how you should structure your whole essay:  

 

Introduction 

a) Give a little bit of information about the novel 
b) Explain what the answer to the question will be 

Unseen Extract Paragraph  

Analyse the unseen extract 
We looked at this last lesson.  

Paragraph  

Analyse other quotations 

Paragraph  

Analyse other quotations 

Paragraph  

Analyse other quotations 

You should aim to write three more 

paragraphs, but you may wish to do more. 

Use your Notes Page to help with these. 

Conclusion 

Summarise your essay and answer the question 

1. The Introduction 

Let’s look at how to write an introduction to your essay. As you can see below, the 

introduction has two parts to it.  

 

 

 

First, let’s see how we can give a bit of information about the novel. Look on the next 

page to see this. 

Introduction 

c) Give a little bit of information about the novel 
d) Explain what the answer to the question will be 



237 
 

 



238 
 

  

Here is some information about ‘Oliver Twist’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which three pieces of information will be most helpful when answering the question: 

What type of character is Bill Sikes? Write your choices below. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

There was a lot of 

crime in Victorian 

London 

The novel was 

written in 1837.  

Punishments for 

crime were 

harsh. 

There was a big 

difference between rich 

and poor people.  

There was lots of 

crime in the 

Victorian Era. 

There were lots of 

workhouses. 

Here is an example of how you could include some of this information to write an 

introduction: 

 

The novel was 

written in 1837.  
There were lots of 

workhouses. 

There was lots of 

crime in the 

Victorian Era. 

 Dickens wrote ‘Oliver Twist’ during the Victorian era in 1837. 

As an orphan, Oliver grew up in a harsh and severe workhouse. 

However, his life didn’t improve when he left as he fell into one of the 

many criminal gangs working in Victorian London. In this gang, 

Oliver met the savage and violent Bill Sikes.  
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The Introduction 

 

 

 

Next, let’s look at the second part of the introduction: explaining what the answer to 

the question will be. 

Introduction 

e) Give a little bit of information about the novel 
f) Explain what the answer to the question will be 

Your introduction should explain what your paragraphs are going to reveal about Bill 

Sikes. 

 

Task: Write one sentence that summarises what type of person Bill Sikes is.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Here is how one student added in this information.  

 

  Dickens wrote ‘Oliver Twist’ during the Victorian era in 1837. 

As an orphan, Oliver grew up in a harsh and severe workhouse. 

However, his life didn’t improve when he left as he fell into one of the 

many criminal gangs working in Victorian London. In this gang, 

Oliver met the savage and violent Bill Sikes. Bill Sikes is a 

criminal that the reader despises because he is vicious, brutal and 

corrupt.  
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Task: Write your own introduction to an essay answering the question: What type of 

character is Bill Sikes?  

Make sure to include: 

• Some information about the novel 

• A sentence explaining what your answer is 

Your introduction: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The Conclusion 

Let’s look now at how to write a conclusion to your essay.  

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Summarise your essay and answer the question 



241 
 

 

The final thing that you write will be a conclusion. It should bring together all of your 

work and give your final answer to the question.  

 

You may want to:  

• Reference key events 

• Talk about any themes that you have noticed within the text 

• Give your opinion about Bill Sikes 

 

 Task: Read the conclusion below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Which sentence highlights that this is the conclusion?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which phrases show the student’s opinion? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In conclusion, Dickens created a character who is 

impossible to like. Bill Sikes is a cruel, despicable man who 

abuses people weaker than him and eventually meets a well-

deserved gory death. Dickens used Sikes to demonstrate that 

being evil is wrong, and will eventually lead to an unhappy 

ending. The novel ‘Oliver Twist’ shows that with enough 

determination to do the right thing, good can succeed, and 

evil people like Sikes will never prosper.  



242 
 

 

 

Task continued: Read the conclusion and answer the questions that follow. 

3. Which key events are mentioned?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What theme did they pick out? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary: 

Your assessment will be next lesson. 

Here is what you will be allowed to bring in with you: 

✓ The assessment task with the extract you need to write about 

✓ A copy of the ‘Oliver Twist’ book 

✓ Your notes sheet from today’s lesson. 

 

Exit Quiz 

Which statements are correct?  

a) Introductions come at the start of the essay.  

b) Good essays include introductions.  

c) Introductions start with ‘in introduction…’ 

d) Introductions give an overview of what the essay is about.  

e) Introductions explain what the answer to the question is.  
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Mastery Quiz Reteach Sheets 

Over the next few pages you will find the reteach sheets for each fortnightly Mastery 

quiz.  

Once you have completed and marked a quiz, check these sheets to improve your 

knowledge and understanding of the Sherlock unit. 

Complete the tasks for any questions that you got incorrect 

 

Fortnightly Quiz 1 (Oliver Twist): re-teach 

If you got question 2 incorrect, re-read this passage and attempt the 

question again 

City of Gold and Mud  

Your quality of life during the Victorian era depended on whether you were rich or 

poor. Overcrowding in the poorer parts of the city quickly led to poverty and 

disease. Many poor families lived in slums and life was a constant struggle. Parents 

tried desperately hard to find work to feed their families. Many children had to work, 

while others were too sick and hungry to play.    

Life was different for rich families. They lived in large houses, with a special room for 

children called the nursery. This was often at the top of the house. In the nursery, 

younger children ate, played and slept. They were looked after by a woman called 

a nanny. Some rich children saw their parents only in the morning and evening, and 

were looked after mostly by their nanny and by other servants. Most Victorians 

thought children should be 'seen and not heard'.     

Poor people were more likely to get diseases and die young than rich people. But 

even rich people were at risk of diseases and of dying young, because there were 

no cures for lots of these diseases. 

Which statements about Victorian London are correct? (2)  

a) Victorian London was busy and crowded.  

b) Rich people never died of disease.  

c) Queen Elizabeth I was the Queen of England during the Victorian era.  

d) Rich people had servants to do a lot of work for them.  

e) Everybody was taught to read.  

 

If you got question 8 incorrect, look at the following information 

about life in Victorian England and attempt the question again 

• Poor people in Victorian times would often live with whole families in just one 

room. 

• 1 in every 200 births ended with the mother’s death. This meant that there were a 

significant number of children with no parents (orphans) in Victorian England. 

• At least 60% of workhouse babies died before the age of two. 
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• If you had enough money, then you could enjoy theatre, opera and read 

magazines like the one in which Charles Dickens published ‘Oliver Twist.’ 

A friend tells you that the Victorian era was a brilliant time to be alive. Which of the 

following would be a good answer?  

a) It wasn’t so brilliant for poor people. 

b) That’s correct because the Victorian era was brilliant for everyone. 

c) Very wealthy people could have a brilliant time. 

d) That’s incorrect because the Victorian era was a very boring time. 

e) It wasn’t so brilliant for orphans.  

 

If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

What made life so difficult for poor people in Victorian England? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fortnightly Quiz 2 (Oliver Twist): re-teach 

 

If you got question 6 incorrect, re-read the rules and complete the tasks 

below. 

A topic sentence does three important things: 

✓ It answers the question. 

✓ It says something accurate. 

✓ It focusses on one thing. 

Which statements about composing an analytical paragraph are correct? 

a) A topic sentence gives as much information as possible.  

b) A topic sentence focusses on one thing.  

c) A topic sentence tells the reader about more than one character.  

d) A topic sentence says what you think about Charles Dickens.  

e) A topic sentence can say whatever you want.  

Write a topic sentence for the following question: ‘What is Mr Bumble like in 

‘Oliver Twist’? 

 

 
 

 

If you got question 8 incorrect, look at the examples of using the word, 

‘vulnerable’ correctly and attempt the question below. 

If someone is vulnerable they are in a situation where they could be easily 

harmed. 

All her friends had left her and she didn’t know what to do. She felt so 

vulnerable. 

Which of these characters are vulnerable? (2)  

a) Dick  

b) Mr Bumble  

c) Oliver  

d) The man in the white waistcoat  

e) Noah Claypole  

Explain your answer. 
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If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

Has Oliver’s life got better or worse? How do you know? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fortnightly Quiz 3 (Oliver Twist): re-teach 

If you got question 4 incorrect, reread the following passage about Fagin 

and answer the question below. 

A villain is a bad person in a story, who harms other people or breaks the law 

to get what they want. 

e.g. Many thought Fagin was a good person, but he was a villain all along. 

Extract:  

What was Oliver's horror and alarm as he stood a few paces off, looking on with his 

eyelids as wide open as they would possibly go, to see the Dodger plunge his hand 

into the old gentleman's pocket, and draw from thence a handkerchief! To see him 

hand the same to Charley Bates; and finally to behold them, both running away 

round the corner at full speed!  In an instant the whole mystery of the handkerchiefs, 

and the watches, and the jewels, and the Jew, rushed upon the boy's mind.  
Which statements about Fagin are correct? 

a) Oliver trusts Fagin because Fagin is a villain.  

b) Fagin is corrupt because he doesn’t share the things the boys steal for him.  

c) Oliver doesn’t realise that Fagin is a villain who is training Oliver to be a thief.  

d) Fagin is a villain because he is kind to Oliver and gives him food.  

e) Fagin gives Oliver food because he is a generous person.  

 

If you got question 7 incorrect, reread the following two passages that 

show Oliver being naïve and answer the question below. 
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‘Dodger would stand very close to a gentleman while Charley kept watch. When 

Charley gave a quick, sharp whistle, Dodger jumped back and they walked away. 

This happened several times as Oliver watched. He was confused about this game. 

What exactly were they doing?’ 

‘Oliver was horrified! He stood a few feet away from the gentleman, shaking. He 

suddenly realized the “game” that Fagin was teaching him. These boys were all 

pickpockets and thieves.’ 

Which statement about Oliver is correct? (1) 

a) Oliver is naïve because he tries to share his food with Dick. 

b) Oliver is naïve because he is chosen to ask for more food. 

c) Oliver is naive because he fights Noah. 

d) Oliver is naïve because he doesn’t realise that people make money from 

stealing. 

e) Oliver is naïve because he is scared of Fagin. 
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If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

Charles Dickens has carefully shown the reader how a child like Oliver might 

end up getting arrested for pickpocketing. Write a summary of how this has 

happened. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fortnightly Quiz 4 (Oliver Twist): re-teach 

If you got question 2 incorrect, reread the following passage and attempt 

the question again. 
“‘Why don’t you leave the boy alone?’ Nancy insisted. ‘Why do you want to drag 

him down to our level?’ She was determined to save Oliver from a life of crime. 

Nancy knew this was not going to be easy. She had never spoken out against them 

before. There had never been a reason before Oliver.” 

When Bill Sikes suggests kidnapping Oliver, what is Nancy’s reaction? 

f) She thinks it is a great idea. 

g) She offers to help. 

h) She doesn’t care one way or the other. 

i) She tries to get Sikes to leave Oliver alone.  

j) She doesn’t want to help, but when Sikes offers her money she changes her mind. 

 

If you got question 9 incorrect, reread the following passage and attempt 

the following question. 
'Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!' said Mr. Sikes, 

suddenly breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so 

intense as to be disturbed by the dog's winking, or whether 

his feelings were so wrought upon by his reflections that they 

required all the relief derivable from kicking an unoffending 

animal to allay them, is matter for argument and 

consideration. Whatever was the cause, the effect was a 

kick and a curse, bestowed upon the dog simultaneously.  

'You would, would you?' said Sikes, seizing the poker in 

one hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large 

clasp-knife, which he drew from his pocket. 'Come here, you 

born devil! Come here! D'ye hear?'  

warmint - vermin 

meditations – 

thoughts 

wrought – upset 

derivable – gotten 

allay - ease  

 

 

poker – metal 

instrument for moving 

coals in a fire 

Which statements about Bill Sikes in this extract are correct? 

a) Bill Sikes is cruel because he kicks his dog for no reason.   

b) Bill Sikes is aggressive because he’s ‘stoutly-built’.  

c) Dickens suggests Bill Sikes might be a criminal by saying that his legs are dirty.  

d) Bill Sikes has a bruised eye which means he might have been in a fight 

recently.  

e) Dickens suggests Bill Sikes might be a criminal by saying that his legs are incomplete 

without chains. 
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If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

Who is more of a villain, Fagin or Bill? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  



252 
 

Fortnightly Quiz 5 (Oliver Twist): re-teach 

If you got question 2 incorrect, reread the following passage and 

answer the question below. 
Nancy’s Death 

Without one pause, or moment's consideration; without once 

turning his head to the right or left, or raising his eyes to the sky, 

or lowering them to the ground, but looking straight before him 

with savage resolution: his teeth so tightly compressed that the 

strained jaw seemed starting through his skin; the robber held 

on his headlong course, nor muttered a word, nor relaxed a 

muscle, until he reached his own door. He opened it, softly, 

with a key; strode lightly up the stairs; and entering his own 

room, double-locked the door, and lifting a heavy table 

against it, drew back the curtain of the bed. 

 

consideration – 

thought  

 

savage – 

extremely violent 

resolution – 

determination 

What does the phrase ‘savage resolution’ tell us about Bill Sikes? 

a) He is full of violent thoughts but is not quite sure how to act.  

b) He knows exactly what he has to do, and as a result he is calm and peaceful.  

c) He doesn’t know what to do, but he is not that upset either.  

d) He is full of violent thoughts and he knows exactly what he is going to do. 

 

If you got question 6 incorrect, reread the information about Charles 

Dickens and answer the question. 

By 1834, the number of people begging on the streets was growing. The 

government wanted to stop this, so they wrote The Poor Law. This made it 

illegal for poor people to be given food or money and created workhouses, 

instead.  

The workhouses were supposed to be so horrible that no one would want 

to seek help from them unless they were truly desperate. The work was very 

hard and often dangerous. 

Charles Dickens was very strongly opposed to The Poor Law for several 

reasons. One reason was that his father owed money and couldn’t pay it so 

was sent to prison. Dickens pointed out that, rather than helping poor people, 

The Poor Law was treating them like criminals. He dedicated his life to writing 

works that revealed the true horrors of life for poor people in Victorian 

London. 

What morals do you think Dickens was trying to communicate in ‘Oliver Twist’? 

a) Poor people should be treated harshly to stop them committing crimes. 

b) Poor people shouldn’t be treated like criminals when they haven’t done 

anything wrong. 

c) Even good people can be forced into a life of crime if they are not looked after 

properly. 

d) The workhouses are a good way of providing food and shelter for poor people. 

e) Society should be kinder and more generous to the poor and weak. 
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If you got both answers correct, write an answer to this question: 

How does Bill Sikes change across the novel? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



255 
 

'Oliver Twist’: Homework tasks 

Here are some homework tasks for each of the lessons in this unit of work.  

1 
Research: Continue your research into Victorian London.  Find out what you can 

about the Houses of Parliament. Who designed the building? Who built it? What is 

it for? 

2 
Research: What is mud-larking? What is bone picking? Research the jobs people 

did in Victorian times. 

3 
Grammar practice: Correct the homework for tense issues- see attached 

worksheet.  

4 
Creative writing. Imagine you are Mr Bumble. Write a diary entry from his point of 

view. 

5 
Creative writing 

Imagine you have just eaten your favourite food for the first time. Write a 

paragraph describing the experience. 

6 
Write a paragraph explaining the difference between bullying in the Victorian 

era vs. the modern day.  

7 Revision: revise the rules for quotations. How do you punctuate quotations? 

8 
Argument writing 

Using the arguments used in class, write a letter telling Oliver why he 

should/should not run away. 

9 
Research 

Find out three facts about rookeries in London. 

10 
Creative writing 

Write a letter to your friend Dick telling him about all the new people you have 

met.  

11 
Diary writing 

Write a diary entry from Oliver’s point of view. What happened and how does he 

feel about it? 

12 
Argumentative writing 

This lesson we learnt that children’s punishments were often as severe as adults’. 

Write a speech arguing whether this is a good or bad idea. Why? 

13 
 Creative writing 

Create your own villain. Write the description that introduces your villain. Just like 

the Bill Sikes introduction. 

14 
 Creative writing 

Write about this account from Bull’s Eye’s point of view. 

15 Opinion writing 

Do you feel sympathy for Nancy? Why/ why not? 

16 Creative writing 

Write your own story of a robbery going wrong. 

17 
Creative writing 

Write a diary entry from Oliver’s point of view. What happened and how does he 

feel about it? 
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18 Opinion writing 

What should be the consequences of Fagin’s actions? Why? 

19 
Creative writing 

A eulogy is a speech that is spoken at somebody’s funeral. It remembers all the 

good things about them. Write Nancy’s eulogy. 

20 Review 

Write a book review about ‘Oliver Twist’.  

21 Assessment 

Revise for your assessment & learn your key spellings 

22 Assessment 

Revise for your assessment & learn your key spellings 

 

Correct the homework task  

Katrina wrote the following piece of writing for her homework, but she got her tenses 

confused. Rewrite the following piece of writing, correcting it so that it is all in past tense. 

  
Over summer I goed on holiday to Spain. I was really looking forward to going, but 

when I get there it was raining. I was very upset! I sit in the hotel room and imagine 

what I would do when the weather got better. 

When it finally get better, I goed straight outside and jump into the pool. It was so 

nice. I play with my sister. We swim and splash each other for hours. By the time I get 

out the pool, I was wrinkle because I’d been in the water for so long. 

The next day we all goed out in the local area. We explore the markets and historical 

places. I had a nice day, but all I want to do is go back to the pool! 

At the end of the holiday, we went to a shop and buyed a postcard for my 

Granddad. I writed all about how good my holiday was. 

It was the best holiday I’ve ever had.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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