
LESSON NUMBER 6

Title: Life on the plantation

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means you 
have to think 
about an idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



Learning Objective:

What was life like on 
a slave plantation?

K E Y  W O R D S :

Slaves, Plantations, 
Cotton, Overseer, 
Punishments, Labour



Learning Objective:

What was life like on 
a slave plantation?

Success Criteria:
✓ To describe conditions on the 

plantation 
✓ To use evidence to describe what 

conditions were like
✓ To evaluate life on a plantation

K E Y  W O R D S :

Slaves, Plantations, 
Cotton, Overseer, 
Punishments, Labour

Challenge ➔What do you think was the toughest aspect of being a slave?

Super Challenge ➔ Compare the information you have been given with your 

starter picture – how are they similar/different?

• In your table groups look at the sources you have been given. Each group 
will have a different set of sources that relate to:
– - Cotton Industry
– - Life
– - Work
– - Punishment

• Complete the section of the table for the sources your row has been 
given to show what you have learned about the area of slave planation life 
from the sources.

• When you have finished you will present your information to the rest of 
the group where you will ‘actively listen’ and record the information into 
your table



Check your answers

Evidence 1 Evidence 2 Evidence 3

Cotton industry Valuable
runaways were 
hunted

Millions of bales 
produced per 
year

4 million slaves 
worked on cotton

Life Slaves live in huts Families could be 
separated

Sing & dancing 
keeps culture 
alive

Work 18 hours days, 
including 
pregnant women 
and children

Picking & cleaning 
cotton, very time 
consuming

Cotton gins clean 
cotton also 
increase demand 
for slaves

Punishment Brutal whipping Rebels hanged Women beaten 
when pregnant



Learning Objective:

What was life like on a 
slave plantation?

Path to progress: 
✓ To describe conditions on the plantation 
✓ To use evidence to describe what conditions 

were like
✓ To evaluate life on a plantation. 

Demonstrate your progress. What progress have you made this lesson?          

Can you explain which success criteria you have met and how?

1) Slavery was unfair and cruel. 
2) Slaves were prevented from 
doing the things free people 
could do. 
3) Slaves were at the mercy of 
their owners. 
4) Slaves were expected to 
obey without question. 

Choose a statement. 
Use evidence from 
the sources to 
explain whether you 
agree or disagree 
with the statement.


