
Lesson number 3

Title: Was Africa similar to Europe in the 15th century?

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means 

you have to 

think about 

an idea or 

answer, but 

no writing is 

needed.

This shows 

you how 

long to 

spend on a 

task.

This 

means 

you have 

to write an 

answer 

out.

This means 

you have to 

read some 

information.



Why were 
the Kings of 

Benin so 
wealthy?



What were the West African kingdoms like in the 1500s?

1. Watch this video and make a list of 3 things that 
show what life in Benin was like:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxZgnpro5
Og (BBC TEACH, 4.02mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxZgnpro5Og


1) Ships sailed from British 
ports such as Liverpool to 
the West coast of Africa. 
This was the place where 
they could unload the 
goods they were bringing 
from Britain and exchange 
them for slaves.

2) The European traders 
took goods to Africa which 
were of great value there. 
These included fine cloth, 
metal bars, strong drink, 
guns and gunpowder.

3) The Kings of Benin 
fought many wars against 
other tribes. Their soldiers 
won easily, partly because 
the Kings had bought guns 
from white slave traders.

4) As the Kings of Benin 
took more land they also 
captured more people for 
the slave trade. They 
attacked villages and 
kidnapped men and 
women. 

5) Unlike the Kings of 
Benin, some tribes refused 
to take part in raids on 
their neighbours, but these 
people missed out on the 
wealth that came from the 
slave trade and grew weak.

6) No one is sure how 
many slaves were taken 
from Africa by white 
traders. Most historians 
agree that about eleven 
million Africans were sold 
into slavery between 1500 
and 1850.

7) The Kingdom of Benin 
was a widespread empire, 
which flourished from the 
14th to the 19th century.

8) Benin's shore soon came 
to be known as the "Slave 
Coast." 

9) Kingdoms such as 
Songhai lost their power in 
the 17th century. In the 
18th century, other 
Kingdoms such as Benin 
became rich.

10) Since ancient times 
slaves had been bought 
and sold in Africa. But 
when the white Europeans 
joined in they changed the 
slave trade dramatically. 
They wanted to take strong 
slaves to work in their new 
lands in America and the 
West Indies.

11) The Europeans could 
not gather all the slaves 
they needed just by 
kidnapping Africans from 
the coast so they made 
strong links with African 
chiefs.

12) In return, African 
traders brought men, 
women and children to be 
handed over to the 
Europeans as slaves. 

13) The Kings of Benin sold 
their slaves to other black 
traders who marched them 
hundreds of miles to the 
coast.

14) By 1804 one trader 
explained ‘the slave trade 
is carried on by a chain of 
merchants.’

15) Sea captains from 
Liverpool and other ports 
usually didn’t know – or 
care- how the men, women 
and children had been 
captured. They just 
checked that the quality of 
the slaves was good 
enough.  They turned away 
those who were too old, 
too young, or too weak.

16) The kingdom of Benin is 
most famous for its 
treasured artifacts in 
bronze, iron and ivory, 
including bronze wall 
plaques and the life-sized 
bronze heads of kings of 
Benin.

17) Kingdoms such as Benin 
became rich through the 
slave trade.

Why were the Kings of Benin so wealthy?
• The Kings of Benin were so wealthy because they… [BOXES 16, 17]
• The British paid them a lot of money because…. [BOX  10]
• The British also gave them… [BOXES 1, 3]
• The Kings of Benin attacked… [BOXES 4, 11, 12, 13, 15]
• Altogether about…….. slaves were taken and many of them were captured by the 

Kings of Benin. [BOX 6]

HELP

BOX



Use the cards to answer the question:

Why were the Kings of Benin so wealthy?

The Kings of Benin were so wealthy because they…

The British paid them a lot of money because….

The British also gave them…

The Kings of Benin attacked…

Altogether about…….. slaves were taken and many of them were captured by the Kings of 

Benin.



Use the today’s lesson to 
help you explain this picture.

What is happening?

Who is taking them? Why?

Where are they going?

A nineteenth 
century print.


