
LESSON NUMBER 3

Title: How hard was children’s work in factories during 

the Industrial Revolution?

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means 

you have to 

think about 

an idea or 

answer, but 

no writing is 

needed.

This shows 

you how 

long to 

spend on a 

task.

This 

means 

you have 

to write an 

answer 

out.

This means 

you have to 

read some 

information.



Before the ___________ Revolution, children worked
in the ______ and workshops with their _________.
____ owners liked employing children because they
didn’t have to be _____ as much as adults, and they
were _______ enough to crawl under machinery to
clear away ________ fluff and repair broken
________. Children often worked __ hours a day with
___________ machinery and might be ____________
or _______ for the slightest mistake.

parents fined dangerous small punished
12 machines paid Industrial mill cotton

fields

Task 1: Read through the text below and complete the gaps 
using the words at the bottom of this slide. 

10mins



Q1) The first wave of factory labour was made of what type of children?

Q2) Why did Factory owners use children as workers?

Q3) How old were the children who went into factories?

Q4) When children were taken to mills they became apprentices. Until what age did they 
have to stay in the mill until?

Q5) When did injuries tend to happen in the factory?

Q6) Why were the workers not allowed to wear shoes?

Q7) How was one boy killed in the factory at Quarry Bank mill?

Q8) In what ways was working in a factory seen by some as a ‘positive’ experience for 
children?

Q9) What happened  to Charlotte Smith when she decided to runaway from the Mill?

Q10) What happened to Esther Price when she tried to escape from Quarry Bank Mill?

Task 2: watch the video clip and answer the questions below. 
Watch the whole clip BEFORE you answer the questions. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87eVOpbcoVo 5mins 30 until the end

15mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87eVOpbcoVo


Task 3: Study the image and answer the questions below in FULL 
SENTENCES.

1) What dangers can you see to children 
working in the factory?

2) What can you tell from the 
appearance of the children about 
their experiences of working in 
factories?

3) There are people in the picture who 
are NOT child workers.  Who do you 
think these people were?  Clue – one 
of them appears to be holding a stick. 
(look closely at the section 
highlighted) 

4) This picture was drawn by Francis 
Trollope. She had visited mills in 
Bradford and Manchester in the 
1830s. Does this make the picture 
more accurate or less accurate?
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Task 4: Read through the story of Peter the Pauper over the next eight 
slides. 

Using the story and information from the activities you have learnt during this lesson 
complete the table on slide 13.















Using the story and information from the activities you have learnt during this lesson 
complete the table on slide 13.
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Working conditions for children in factories

Record your evidence on this sheet:

Children’s ages:

Hours worked:

Type of work / jobs:

Type of 
children 
working:

Living conditions/food:

Dangers / injuries:

Punishments:
Why were children punished?

How were they punished?

Why do you think were these types of 
punishments were given to children?


