
LESSON NUMBER 5

Title: What was the British Empire?

You will see these symbols throughout this 
PowerPoint:

This means 

you have to 

think about 

an idea or 

answer, but 

no writing is 

needed.

This shows 

you how 

long to 

spend on a 

task.

This 

means 

you have 

to write an 

answer 

out.

This means 

you have to 

read some 

information.



Starter - What does this map 
show?



Empire

What do you 
think an Empire 

might be?

Answer: A group of states or 
countries under the control of 

one country.



1) What was the first colony that Britain gained?

2) Write down 3 countries that became part of the 
British Empire.

3) Why did Britain want an empire? Listen out for 
examples of what countries ‘had’ that Britain wanted.

4) List 2 reasons for why the colonies did not want to be 
part of the Empire and decided to break free from it.

What was the British Empire?
Task 1 Watch the video then answer the questions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mk14CGx0hSQ
Horrible Histories, 2.38mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mk14CGx0hSQ


Read through the information on slides 7-
10. Use this information to complete the 

grid on slide 6.

YOU MUST SUBMIT THIS WORK TO 
YOUR TEACHER FOR MARKING AND 
FEEDBACK!



Questions... Australia India South Africa Caribbean

When did this country 
become and then cease 
to be a colony.

Australia first became a 
British colony in 1788

British control 
completely ended in 
…….

India first became a 
British colony in…

Ghana first became a 
British colony in…

India first became a 
British colony in…

Why was this country 
important for Britain?

One reason was ……. One reason was… One reason was… One reason was…

Write down one 
positive impact and 
one negative impact 
that British control had 
on each country. 

One positive effect 
was…

One negative effect 
was…

One positive effect 
was…

One negative effect 
was…

One positive effect 
was…

One negative effect 
was…

One positive effect 
was…

One negative effect 
was…



Australia
The for Britain’s colonization of Australia was to provide a new location for the criminal population. Australia
was first colonised in 1788.

Criminals who had been transported there from
Britain were used to build roads, houses, farm
and carry out manual labour which saved the
British money but also allowed Australia to

develop as a ‘new country’ under British rule.

The British settlement of Australia had a 
disastrous impact on the native people called the 
Aborigines. Many Aborigines died from diseases 
brought over by the British. Also, they couldn’t 
hunt because the British had taken their land. 

Australia has been legally ‘free’ from British 
control since 1986. 



India
India became part of the British Empire in 1858. The British got rid of many
independent states in India and made laws and policies of their own.
Eventually the entire Indian country came under the British rule. India was
an important source of spices, jewels and textiles.

The British created a single system of law and government, unifying India.
They also introduced English as a unifying language.
The British built roads, bridges, and railroads in India.
They set up telegraph wires to improve communication across the country.
However, India’s cottage industries in which goods
were made in homes, were hurt by competition with British goods.

The British built hospitals, introduced new medicines and provided famine
relief. At the same time, health care improvements led to a population
explosion without there being enough jobs for everyone.

Indians were treated as inferior by the British who regarded their takeover 
of India as a way of improving the Indian people by making them speak 
English and follow British laws. In general, Indian workers were paid far less 
than British workers and were a cheap source of labour.

India gained independence from Britain in 1947.

Red – Dates of when British control started and ended
Green – reasons important
Purple – impact/effect on country



Africa’s Gold Coast (Ghana)
Britain first became involved in the Gold Coast
because there were local wars going on in the
area that were disrupting Great Britain’s trade
and many of the slaves that were sold from
Africa to other countries passed through the
Gold Coast. The area became part of the British
Empire in 1821. Gold, ivory and slaves turned
the coast into a magnet for traders eager to
make their fortune.

The years of British rule of the Gold Coast
during the 20th century were an era of
development. Roads and railroads were greatly
improved. New crops, including cacao trees,
were also introduced; cocoa production would
become a major part of Ghana's economy
(think about where your favourite chocolate
bar starts it’s life!)

Ghana became independent from Britain in
1957.

Red – Dates of when British control started and ended
Green – reasons important
Purple – impact/effect on country



Great Britain began to settle in parts of the Caribbean from 1604 but they faced battles for control over the area with the
Spanish and Dutch. In 1655, Jamaica was taken from the Spanish and colonised by the British. In 1666 Barbados became a
British colony and in 1688 the Virgin Islands also became part of the British Empire.

Britain used the colonies to grow sugar cane, coffee and rice. The British shipped in slaves from Africa to do the hard work.
It is estimated that 2.3 million slaves were brought from Africa to the British Caribbean by the British.

The islands grew very rich until the middle of the 1800s, when a combination of the abolition (end of) of slavery in the
Territory, a series of disastrous hurricanes, and the growth in the sugar beet crop in Europe and the United States
significantly reduced sugar cane production in the Caribbean and led to a period of economic decline.

The Virgin Islands are still British territory.

The Caribbean

Red – Dates of when British control started and ended
Green – reasons important
Purple – impact/effect on country


