Care Aspire Succeed

Autumn 2021
Academy

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers
It has been a fantastic term. It has been a very busy time with our pupils learning well in lessons and
enjoying the different opportunities offered after school which are described in the newsletter.
In September I was proud to be able to share with you the Ofsted monitoring letter which was sent
out to all parents/carers with Oftsed confirming that “Leaders and those responsible for governance
are taking effective action in order for the school to become a good school.”
The report commented on the improved behaviour systems; we have continued with this work again
this term and I am proud of the engagement pupils are having with their work with over 45,000 Epraise
points awarded.
The report also commented on how subject leaders have developed the curriculum plans which are
well thought through and have been carefully considered regarding how knowledge is sequenced so
that pupils learn things in a logical order. This is so pupils understand more of the content delivered
and can remember it. Homework enforces their understanding through repetition of skills in addition
to developing their independent learning. We use Google Classroom as our main way of setting
homework with pupils, including additional online programs such as Hegarty Maths or Seneca.
We have also prioritised reading across the school. The school has a thorough strategy which includes
registration activities and more opportunities to do reading activities in English lessons. Our accelerated
reader scheme is used with all pupils in Year 7-10 and involves an assessment which is used to determine
the pupils’ reading age, this is then reported home to parents/carers using our normal reporting cycle.
As part of our Personal Development Programme all pupils will this year have opportunities to
experience drop down days giving them opportunities to experience external speakers on themes such
as being safe and healthy. Several year groups have experienced this this term and their conduct has
been excellent.
Pupil Leadership has also been very busy with different projects along with our prefects supporting
some of the younger pupils. The extra–curricular clubs have been a huge success with many pupils now
accessing the different opportunities available after school. Furthermore, we have also had pupils
representing the school with sport and doing incredibly well against other local and regional schools.
It has been a very busy and exciting term, as you will gather from the information in the newsletter.
I would like to thank you for your continued support throughout this time and wish you all a safe and
Happy Christmas.
Mr P Walker
Headteacher
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS
Since September our after school club offer has really taken off. Various clubs have been provided by staff
and gradually more and more pupils have taken the opportunity to make new friends, learn something new
and have enjoyed being part of a club. This term we’ve seen some master bakers at work; cheerleading;
music clubs; sporting activities; robot building and many more clubs where pupils have been engaged and
having fun! We are pleased to say that attendance to after school clubs has continued to grow with nearly
500 places being taken up in our clubs each week!
Information about clubs for next term has been shared with you and we’ll look forward to welcoming back
our current club members and having some ‘new’ pupils join too.
KINDNESS AT CHRISTMAS
Thank you so much for your support with the Academy’s ‘Kindness at Christmas’ work. The £10 challenge
has really supported this work and allowed us to send £530 to Children In Need; £100 to the 999 Cenotaph
Appeal and £490 was used to support our charity work with Asda, who this year are supporting Homestart.
The link to kindness is obvious through the work done by all of these charities, who support families through
their toughest times. These donations will definitely make a difference!
Our Student Leaders have really supported us with our kindness work by promoting each activity and also
raising money. This has been a great help! They’ve also ensured that kindness has been spread throughout
the Academy with their candy cane/kindness gifts! Monies raised will support the charity of their choice,
Candlelighters.
Year 8 have once again worked hard to ensure that the Academy Christmas card is of a superb quality and
cards have been sent out to our local community; the effort and kindness of all pupils involved is really superb
to see.
Each tutor group has been busy collecting toiletries and non-perishable food items to support St Catherine’s
food bank and of course we have supported ‘Save The Children’ with our non-uniform day at the end of term
and raised a total of £625.
Throughout the year Crofton Academy will
continue to promote “Our School Has A Mind
To Be Kind” and we look forward to working
together to joining in united acts of kindness.
Mrs K Ashton
Assistant Headteacher

The night before Christmas;
The longest of the year.
The clock ticks so slowly,
Despite the Christmas cheer,
Laying in bed,
Sleep just won’t come;
Thoughts in your head
Of turkey and fun!
You let out a yawn
And sink into a sigh.
Christmas will dawn
In the blink of an eye.

Winning Christmas card design by
Emily Fitzpatrick and verse by Evan
McDonald as part of our ‘Kindness at
Christmas’ initiative.
Both pupils are in Year 8.
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But let’s think about kindness;
The real gift we can give.
The feeling that binds us,
And the love we can give.
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PUPIL ENGAGEMENT
Pupils have had a fantastic Autumn term and displayed high levels of engagement in learning. This is
reflected in the large number of Epraise points they have been awarded. Last year’s Autumn Term Epraise
total of 40,500 was surpassed at the end of November and the figure continues to rise. At the time of
writing we have broken 45,000 points with 5 days of the term left! Over 300 pupils have received their
Bronze certificates, many of whom are now fast approaching the Silver milestone. Keep up the good work!
ODD SOCKS
A highlight of the Autumn Term was 'Odd Socks
Day' in November when pupils were encouraged
to wear odd socks at school in support of National
Anti-Bullying Week. Odd Socks Day is all about
recognising that we are all unique and there were
certainly some magnificent socks on display from
pupils and staff!
Mr R Pool
Assistant Headteacher
HOMEWORK
As you will be aware, we introduced a new homework system at the start of this school year. Having to teach
the pupils in our community remotely over the two national lockdowns introduced us to many new ways of
utilising online technologies to enhance learning. This is why we took the decision to base our new homework
system upon the Google Classroom platform. This has simplified the way in which our pupils access and
complete their homework across all subjects, ultimately ensuring that they receive an up-to-date, relevant
and high-quality home learning experience. Our pupils have embraced this new way of learning and we would
like to take this opportunity to thank them for doing so. We would also like to remind our pupils to immediately
inform their group tutor should their Google Classroom login details be forgotten - a new password will be
re-issued within 24 hours.
Mr R Bramhill
Assistant Headteacher

BOOSTER SESSIONS
This academic year, Year 11 pupils have been taking part in after school Lesson 6 to boost their attainment
in all subject areas across school. The attendance and attitude of Year 11 pupils has been fantastic! Year 11
pupils have also recently finished their December mock exams and will receive their results on a mock exam
results morning on Tuesday 18 January.
Mr D Peaker
Assistant Headteacher
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Student Leadership is incredibly important at Crofton
Academy and we now have over 200 students involved in
projects, initiatives and discussion forums across the school.
In October we added 48 students to our leadership team to
form our new year group councils. We are very proud of all
pupils who have put themselves forward for election for these
positions. The Student Leadership teams now consists of: the
Year 11 Prefect Team, the Student Leadership Council (SLC),
Year Group Councils and the Academy Leadership Register.
In September, Year 11 prefects helped us to welcome our new cohort of Year 7 pupils and spent the day
showing pupils around the school site, supporting them in lessons and helping them to feel settled in their
new surroundings. Since then, the team have been busy taking part in mentoring training sessions to help
support our younger pupils.
Prefects now mentor pupils in both Year 7 and Year 8 numeracy sessions each week as well as running a
nurture group to help pupils with key organisational skills. Our prefects also assist staff with morning duties
before school and are a regular and consistent presence around the Academy.
Pupils in the SLC – our whole school leadership council, have also been fully immersed in Academy life and
have had a successful first term. During our first meeting in October, pupils discussed key issues raised by
pupils from all year groups and fed back ideas and suggestions for improvements to the Senior Leadership
Team. In November three Year 7 representatives joined the SLC and have already become valued and
committed members of the team.
Charitable work has been a focus this half term and the SLC raised £79.09 for the Royal
British Legion through the sale of poppies. They have also helped to support the
Academy’s ‘Kindness at Christmas’ work by completing a sponsored virtual rowing and
cycling challenge, delivering assemblies to raise awareness of the 999 Cenotaph Appeal
and selling candy canes to be gifted to a friend. We have sold over 350 candy canes and
raised £184.35 which will be donated to The Candlelighters Trust. The SLC are looking
forward to delivering these to pupils on the final day of the term.
A large number of our student leaders also played a key role during the Year 5/6 Open
Evening in September acting as guides to show prospective pupils and parents around
the school along with sharing the things they enjoy about life at Crofton Academy. It
was fantastic to see so many of our pupils involved and engaged in a leadership role
and we are looking forward to continuing the fantastic work with all our leadership
groups next term.
Mrs S Rostron
Student Leadership & Wider Curriculum Co-ordinator
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YEAR 7
Who can believe that we are nearly at the end of our first full term together as a year group. Back in
September and our first assembly together I mentioned that it would fly by and it certainly has, it’s like
they have been here for years.
Starting secondary school can be a very nervous time for pupils as well as parents/carers but the way
that the year group has settled in and conducted themselves has been a credit. It has been great getting
to know them all over this first term and realising what a talented and amazing bunch of pupils we have.
It has been fantastic to see so many of our Year 7 pupils throwing themselves into all aspects of Crofton
Academy life, whether this is attending one of our afterschool clubs, attending the library either before
or after school or representing the school in sporting fixtures, and I hope this continues into the new
year.
We have also had successes with Lexia, Educake and the maths challenge, as well as completing our first
inter-house competition which was won by 7LLG, but seeing all 213 pupils enjoying themselves and
representing their tutor groups with pride was the real winner.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the teachers for welcoming pupils and being there
to make them feel safe and answer any questions that they may have had and a special mention must
go to the seven amazing group tutors who are with pupils each morning, getting them ready for the day.
It has been great getting to know all you parents/carers too since September and I cannot thank you
enough for all your help and support you have given since September; I look forward to continuing this
over the next five years.
I really hope everyone has a relaxing, safe Christmas and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
all a Happy New Year.
Mr A Miller
Year 7 Year Leader
YEAR 8
I am delighted to say Year 8 have had a settled and productive term. Weekly assemblies have focused
on a range of topics including kindness, conflict and peace, being the best version of ourselves, online
safety, anti-bullying and risky behaviour. Pupils have been attentive and engaged in a positive manner,
which is reflected in their conduct around school. Behaviour and attitude to learning continues to be
excellent in lessons as well as around school at social times. The recent reports show that the year group
are working hard towards meeting their challenging targets.
I am confident that this will continue into next year and in the meantime I wish pupils and their families
a Happy Christmas.
Mr J MacDonald
Year 8 Year Leader
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YEAR 9
As the end of the first academic term in Year 9 draws to a close I would just like to thank all the parents,
carers, pupils and staff for their contribution into a very positive few months. These contributions are
numerous ranging from things such as sporting representation, the year council, to some excellent
progress check reports.
We have recently had a fantastic drop down day covering a wide range of topics from the risks associated
with gambling online to CPR. I am very proud to say the pupils received some amazing feedback regarding
their attitude, maturity and conduct from the external agencies that came into deliver the sessions.
Year 9 are truly growing into a wonderful group of young people and though there are at times some
dips in the road they, and you, should be very proud of how they continue to grow, I know I am.
As we look forward now to the new year we do so with the exciting prospect of exploring the options
process and making informed decisions on the paths that they will take for their future.
I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mr R Cummins
Year 9 Year Leader

YEAR 10
How quickly has that first term gone? I can't believe it's nearly Christmas already!
It has been a very busy half term, with our Year 10 pupils working incredibly hard on their GCSE courses
as well as sporting fixtures, a 'drop down' day and charity activities. I am very proud of my year group as
they continue to mature and become wonderful young people. Many of whom have had fantastic reports
which I'm sure you enjoyed receiving as much as I did reading them all.
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the support you continue to give us as a school to
make sure Year 10 have a positive attitude towards their learning and school life in general.
I'm looking forward to what 2022 will bring as the year group starts to prepare for their post-16 pathways.
It's hard knowing what to do next after GCSEs, but there will be plenty of advice and guidance on hand
including taster days to local post-16 providers. This is such an important year for them, so I hope that
they enjoy the holiday and return recharged and ready to work their socks off for the rest of the year in
preparation for Year 11.
Have a wonderful Christmas together and an awesome 2022!
Mrs R Clark
Year 10 Year Leader
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YEAR 11
This has been an extremely busy term for Year 11 and the culmination of an eventful and challenging
calendar year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have supported and been involved
with the Year Group: parents, carers and staff.
Our final weeks have been focused on the practice examinations which have been a vital experience for
the pupils. Their conduct has been excellent and I look forward to seeing the results in January.
We have had some fantastic sporting performances in rugby, football and netball and I congratulate
pupils who have represented us well in those teams.
The year group have also undertaken two drop down days concentrating on wider world and careers,
and once again, pupils were a credit to the school. They have participated well across the board and
hopefully, along with their visits to New College Pontefract, their opportunities to gather information
about other Post-16 providers from guest speakers over the last term, they will be in a strong position
as they approach life beyond Crofton.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a well earned rest, ready to embrace what will be a significant year
in 2022.
Mr M Wiles
Year 11 Year Leader
KEY DATES:
MONDAY 3 JANUARY
School Closed

MONDAY 21 FEBRUARY � FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY
Half Term Break

TUESDAY 4 JANUARY
School Closed:
Open ONLY to pupils attending for Lateral Flow tests.
Work sent out via Google Classroom.

THURSDAY 10 MARCH
Year 9 Parents’ Evening (provisional date only)

FRIDAY 28 JANUARY
INSET day (school closed to pupils)
THURSDAY 10 FEBRUARY
Year 7 Parents’ Evening (provisional date only)
MONDAY 21 FEBRUARY � FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY
Half Term Break

THURSDAY 24 MARCH
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (provisional date only)
THURSDAY 7 APRIL
Year 10 Parents’ Evening (provisional date only)
MONDAY 11 APRIL - FRIDAY 22 APRIL
Easter Break
THURSDAY 28 APRIL
Year 8 Parents’ Evening (provisional date only)

THURSDAY 10 MARCH
Year 9 Parents’ Evening (provisional date only)
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Our Personal Development Programme has been a huge success this term. Our drop down days and Wellbeing
Wednesday work have been received with maturity and our pupils have engaged fully.
Year 8 began the Personal Development Programme with the first drop down day of the year. The focus was
on Being Safe and Healthy, with workshops focusing on: unhealthy relationships and reporting when things
aren’t right or safe; awareness of unhealthy choices surrounding drugs; caffeine and alcohol; mental health
and emotional wellbeing; puberty and relationships. The highlight of the day was learning the basics of CPR
(to songs including ‘Staying Alive’ and ‘Baby Shark’).
Year 10 started their Personal Development drop down days with their Be Safe and Healthy focus. Pupils
learnt about: unhealthy relationships and what to do when things aren’t right; managing unwanted attention;
cancer awareness and the basics of first aid; knowing how to deal with bleeding, shock and chest pains. We
also had Spectrum Community Health revisit and deliver a refresher session on sexual health and contraception.
Year 11 had their own bespoke Wider World day looking at revision, wellbeing
and careers/progression. The day began with a workshop and follow-up
session looking at revision strategies; then we had presentations from
Yorkshire Water and Engie, a workshop delivered by Natwest called
Careersense, plus all pupils visited our own careers fair to meet and talk to
local post-16 providers, employers, apprenticeship providers and universities.
It was a really informative day and pupil feedback was extremely positive.
The final drop down of the half term took place for Year 9 again on the theme of Be Safe And Healthy with
workshops on relationships, risk and contraception delivered by the experts from Spectrum CIC. Tutors
delivered sessions looking at consent, risks associated with gambling online and the basics of CPR.
The feedback from all visitors to the school for these days has been excellent. They have been very impressed
with how our pupils have conducted themselves – we are proud of all pupils who have been involved.
Next term it is the turn of our Year 7 pupils to take part in their first drop down day at Crofton Academy on
the theme of Be Safe and Healthy. Year 8 and 9 take part in their Wider World drop down, Year 10 look at
topics around the theme ‘Citizenship’ while Year 11 have their final drop down on the Be Safe And Healthy
theme.
Wellbeing Wednesdays have also been a weekly registration activity – allowing pupils to engage with and
learn about issues that are current or necessary to support them in being active citizens. The topics covered
across the years have been: transition; democracy; Afghanistan; kindness; road safety; resilience; mental
health; remembrance; festivals from around the world and different cultures/religions; refugees; safeguarding
topics; sepsis; respect; prejudice; careers; anti-bullying and mindset work. All messages are age appropriate
and pupils are given the opportunity to learn about their world and consider their attitudes and behaviours.
Pupils have engaged well and these sessions will continue all year.
Mrs S Lord
Subject Leader, Personal Development
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SPORTS UPDATE
Over this half term, the PE Department have been extremely busy offering a variety of after school clubs
and fixtures for pupils in all year groups, across a range of sports. We have offered pupils the opportunity
to participate in fitness, boys and girls football, cheerleading, boys and girls rugby league, badminton,
netball, and we will be offering lots of new clubs in the New Year!
We have participated in some very competitive fixtures in netball, football and rugby league. In rugby we
have seen a huge uptake and enthusiasm from all to participate since it’s return and we have had over
100 boys representing the school in fixtures so far this year, which is fantastic. The Year 10 and 11 boys
have started the year very well and managed to progress through to the Yorkshire Cup with the Year 11’s
being seeded first in the whole of Wakefield and the Year 10 boys being seeded second. Both have travelled
across Yorkshire for their fixtures, with the Year 10 boys losing to a very strong team from Hull, whilst
also beating Brigshaw from Leeds 24-12. They have one remaining fixture against Lightcliffe Academy
from Halifax, we are hoping for another positive result and performance. The Year 11’s have only played
one game so far, travelling to Leeds to play a very strong West Leeds Academy, narrowly losing in a very
close and tight game and still have two remaining games to play after the holidays. Both teams will be
hoping for more success after the New Year, as well as the Year 7, 8 and 9 teams who will all be in action
in the Yorkshire Plate competition and hoping to emulate the success of the Key Stage 4 teams.
The boys football teams have also been in action right across the school, with all playing a handful of
fixtures both in the league and in the cup. It has been great to see the Year 7’s getting involved and having
five fixtures already, getting better in each. It has also been wonderful to see so many pupils from Year
7, 8 and 9 at football training on a Monday, we have been getting 70 pupils attending regularly and we
hope this continues into the New Year. The Year 11 footballers managed to get to the quarter finals of
the Wakefield 5-a-side tournament and were unlucky to lose on penalties to the eventual winners of the
competition.
The girls have been training all year in their netball club and have had a few fixtures against other schools
in which they have done really well, developing their netball skills each time they play. There will be
tournaments to be played in the new year which have yet to be confirmed and we have plenty of fixtures
to play against other schools. As well as the netball, Freedom to Dance have been helping teach the girls
cheerleading which is a new activity this year and has been a great success. Many other extra-curricular
clubs have been running for the girls such as rugby and football. We are hoping more pupils will join these
clubs in January so we can enter some tournaments and run some fixtures.
Miss E Radcliffe
PE Subject Leader
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ACCELERATED READER ACHIEVEMENTS
This first term has been an extremely busy term for Accelerated Reading in Years 7 – 10 and we would like
to thank all of our pupils who have been reading and quizzing throughout this term:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

58,618,311 words have been read
2,961 Accelerated Reader quizzes have been taken
2,101 Accelerated Reader quizzes have been passed
Imogen Ledger has read 1,286,758 words
Dylan Stevens has read 1,034,599 words
Ben Brown has passed 20 Accelerated Reader quizzes
Ethan Woods has attempted 34 Accelerated Reader quizzes
Summer Knott has attempted 33 Accelerated Reader quizzes

MILLIONAIRE’S CLUB: During this term, 31 pupils have read a minimum of 250,000 words, sixteen pupils have
read over 500,000 words, with two pupils, Imogen Ledger and Dylan Stevens, being the first to join our
Millionaire’s Club! Huge congratulations to you both!
COSY CHRISTMAS READ REWARD: Huge congratulations go to the pupils who have read over 500,000 words,
and have earned a golden ticket for our ‘Cosy Christmas Read’. The pupils are invited to the library on Friday
for a hot chocolate and to read tasters of books that will be published next year.
LEXIA POWER UP: We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our parents and carers for supporting
your child to complete their weekly Lexia minutes. We have been extremely busy every morning, with Years
7-9 pupils arriving early to complete their allocated time and develop their literacy skills.
LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE (LRC)
It has been great to see many of our pupils making excellent use of the LRC during this term. Over 250 books
have been generously donated and gratefully received. Our top 3 loans have been: Diary of a Wimpy Kid The
Meltdown (Jeff Kinney); They Both Die at the End (Adam Silvera) and Private Peaceful (Michael Morpurgo).

LIBRARY OPENING TIMES

3:05-4:00

Study
Resources

Reading

Homework
Help

Club
Book Club

Daily: 8.00 - 8.45: All year groups

Monday

√

√

X

Break time: All year groups

Tuesday

√

√

√

Wednesday

√

√

√

Thursday

√

√

√

Friday

√

√

√

Lunchtime: All year groups (stamps are required)

Mrs V Elliott
SENCO / Literacy Lead
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS
If pupils are to achieve their potential, good attendance and punctuality are critical. The link between
attendance and achievement is really clear, pupils need to be in school to achieve the best examination
results they can. Good attendance sets a positive pattern for the future, it will help them develop a sense
of responsibility, as well as helping them to make friends and improve their confidence. Low attendance
will have a significant impact on pupil achievement.
Any absence from school is detrimental to a child’s education; it disrupts their learning routines and
progress and should be avoided wherever possible. We understand the impact good attendance and
punctuality has on learning, and we believe in rewarding good attendance and punctuality to motivate
pupils. This school year we have many initiatives to support and celebrate attendance and punctuality so
that it remains a high profile in school.
100% Attendance
Congratulations to 405 pupils who received 100% attendance this half term; these pupils have been
rewarded with a chocolate selection box.
Top Attending Tutor Group
Congratulations to the following tutor groups who received the highest attendance in their year group.
Each tutor group has received a ‘Party in a box,’ full of treats:
7ASE
8SWD
9ERA
10JHU
11CRB

97.71
98.66
98.20
98.05
98.60

Miss S Rowe
Associate Senior Leader

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @croftonacademy
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