
LESSON NUMBER 3

Title: The Bolshevik Revolution

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means 
you have to 
think about an 
idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



Workers' Poverty

Anger at Bloody Sunday

The War

Rasputin

The Duma

Hunger

Nicholas

His scandalous life discredited the government

The workers were angry at their poverty. They blamed the government. They decided to rebel.

People realised that the Tsar did not love them. They stopped supporting him. 

People have to eat! To show Nicholas how bad things were, they went on demonstrations which became 
riots.

Nicholas made wrong decisions. He missed his last chance to stop the revolution, so it happened the next 
day. 

The members of the Duma wanted to get rid of Nicholas. When there were some riots, they were able to 
take power. 

People blamed the government for the defeat and hardships. They wanted a new government so things 
would get better. 

Settling task: Match the items on the right with the items on the left to recap on HOW the Russian revolution 
started.
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Who do you think this person 
was?
(S)……………………………………………

(P)…………………………………………….

What kind of man do you think 
this person was?
(S)……………………………………………

(P)…………………………………………….

Who are these people?
(S)………………………………………

(P)………………………………………
…………………………………………..

Why are they listening to 
him?
(S)………………………………………

(P)………………………………………
…………………………………………..

What do you think he is 
saying?
(S)……………………………………………

(P)…………………………………………….

What do they think of 
him?
(S)………………………………………

(P)………………………………………
…………………………………………..

Starter task 1: What can you infer is happening in the picture below? Complete the boxes around the edge of the picture before writing your 
answer in the box below. Only write on the line marked S for starter. 



1) When did the first revolution happen and what was it about?
2) What were many soldiers unwilling to do?
3) What did Tsar Nicholas II do?
4) Which government was unpopular and why?
5) Who was the leader of the Bolsheviks?
6) What was the slogan of the Bolsheviks?
7) Where did the Bolsheviks want power to go to?
8) What did the Bolsheviks do in November 1917?
9) What did the Bolsheviks do after the revolution?
10) What happened in 1918?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOK1TMSyKcM

Task 2: Watch the video clip and answer the questions on your crib sheet. You only need to 
write one or two words down for each question. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOK1TMSyKcM


The road to Revolution
In February 1917, a combination of strikes and huge ________ against the war and food shortages crippled Petrograd (St Petersburg). Soldiers were
brought in to restore order, but many were unwilling to follow the Tsar’s orders to open fire on the crowd. This was the first revolution in 1917.
Opposition from within the ____ soon increased and by March many soldiers joined in the revolution. The Tsar had lost the political and military
support needed to keep control and his authority had finally collapsed. The Duma demanded he resign and on March 15th 1917 he decided to
___________ his throne.

In place of the Tsar, the Duma formed a __________ government and tried to introduce changes to end the unrest. However, they decided to continue
Russia’s involvement in the ___, which made them very unpopular. At the same time, groups of workers set up the ‘Soviets’. These were councils of
people elected by the workers, peasants and soldiers. The workers were loyal to and obeyed the Soviets, which were just as powerful as the
provisional government. The Soviets ordered the workers and soldiers not to obey the provisional government unless all of the Soviets agreed. For a
time, Russia was governed by a ‘____’ government made up of the provisional government and Soviets.

In April 1917, _____ the leader of the Bolsheviks, returned from exile. For over ten years he had been in hiding from the Tsar’s secret police who
wanted to remove all of his opposition. With the Tsar now gone, Lenin returned to Russia and arrived in Petrograd. He published and preached his
ideas about how to improve life in Russia for the workers and soldiers, using ___________ to promote his ideas of ‘_____, bread and land’ which
increased his popularity.

As support for Lenin steadily increased, in July, workers and soldiers rioted in Petrograd. The rioters were quickly defeated by the provisional
government. Its leader Kerensky, blamed Lenin and wanted his arrest but Lenin quickly went into exile again. Many Bolsheviks were arrested and the
printing headquarters of the Bolshevik newspaper ‘Pravda’ was raided. This indicated the end of the ‘dual’ power situation and end of any chance of a
peaceful revolution.

In August, a supporter of Tsarist government, General Kornilov attempted to overthrow the provisional government and ordered troops towards
Petrograd to counter the threat of the Bolsheviks. Kerensky’s provisional government defeated Kornilov but only by asking the Bolsheviks for help
which they provided with the ___ Guards – an army made up of ________, factory workers and soldiers who supported Lenin and the Bolsheviks. As a
result, the Red Guards were seen as heroes and guardians of the revolution and support for the Bolsheviks increased.

By the end of October 1917, Lenin believed the time was right for the Bolsheviks to ______ power from the provisional government. During the night
of 6 November, the Red Guards took control of post offices, bridges and the State Bank. On the 7th of November most of Petrograd was under the
control of the Bolsheviks. Throughout the day they continued to take control of railway stations with almost no opposition. On the evening of the 7th

November, they stormed the Winter ______ and arrested members of the Provisional Government. Its leader Kerensky went into exile having failed to
muster enough support to fight back. The next day, the Bolsheviks asserted that the revolution was successful and that they would implement
everything they had fought for.

Palace      protests     propaganda     peasants     Lenin    increased      provisional     army     seize     abdicate     Duma      peace    Red

Task 3 : Complete the gaps in the sentences using the words in red beneath the text. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zdjqxnb

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zdjqxnb


January - March April -July

1917

TsarTsar

August - November

No 
power

Some 
power

Absolute 
power

Task 4 : On your own version of the graph below, use the information from your completed word fill to plot who held power at different
stages throughout 1917. Make sure you give brief examples to show why you have positioned them where you have. One has been completed for 
you. You should be able to do another one for the Tsar in March of 1917.  Colour code each statement using the colour code below. 

Bolsheviks

Tsar is
still In 
charge but
unpopular  

Provisional 
government


