
LESSON NUMBER 1

Title: Who were the Communists?
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Title: Who were the communists?

5 a day starter

1. Who was in charge of the British attack at the Battle of 
the Somme?

2. Describe one reason why so many British soldiers were 
killed on the first day of the Battle of the Somme?

3. What diseases did soldiers catch in the trenches and 
what caused them?

4. Identify two features of the structure/layout of 
trenches in WW1

5. Harald Hardrada was one of three claimants to the 
English throne in 1066. Which country was he already 
king of?

Word bank
Tsar
Communist
Middle class
Proletariat
Revolution 

Thursday, 15 October 2020

Challenge task: In Russia, at the start of the 20th century, the Russian leader Tsar Nicholas II 
believed he received his power and authority from God. In Year 7, you studied monarchs that 
thought exactly the same. What problems did having this belief create for these leaders?
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Essential knowledge this lesson: For hundreds of years Russia had been ruled by royal dynasties headed by the Tsar 
(equivalent of a ‘king’ in England) who believed he received his power from God. By the early 20th century the ordinary 
Russian people were hoping that their living and working conditions would improve and looked to the Tsar to bring 
about change. When no change occurred they looked to a new political party called the Bolsheviks who wanted to bring 
about changes according to Communist ideas.  
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"The time will come when the people in their fury will 
straighten their bent backs and bring down the structure with 
one mighty push of their shoulders."

Middle class
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Task 1: Add the labels to 
the red boxes on your 
diagram. Leave the blue 
boxes empty for now.



Russia in the early 20th century

For decades after Marx’s death, only a tiny minority across the world believed ___________was a good idea, or even
possible. However, events in ________ changed everything.

Russia at the start of the 20th century was a country with deep problems. Russia was ruled by Tsar _________II, and
he believed he was ______representative on earth. Because of this, he was extremely reluctant to ______ power
with anyone else. However, Russia was undergoing major social changes that created a growing class of workers,
particularly in the major cities of St Petersburg (Petrograd) and Moscow. These workers were unhappy with the
______ conditions of the country. In addition, a growing ______ class began to call for involvement in the running of
the country.

A small revolutionary political party known as the __________ went even further. Under their leader, a man known
simply as ‘_____’, they began to call for a communist ___________. At this stage few people were willing to listen to
such radical demands, and many Bolsheviks were either locked up by the Tsar’s police or forced into _____.

In 1905, strikes and demonstrations forced the tsar to allow a kind of parliament called the ____ to be created, but
as time went on he increasingly ignored it and little changed.

In 1914, Russia was drawn into the _____ _____ ____. Initially, the outbreak of the war was met by enthusiasm and
patriotism. However, the war led to huge casualties and massive shortages, and the desire for change amongst many
Russian people became greater than ever before.

Task 2 : Complete the gaps in the sentences using the words in red beneath the text. 

Nicholas            Lenin                   share           Duma           middle       communism          revolution        Bolsheviks                                      
God’s                 First World War            living



Heads
Communism is inevitable

Individual ownership of private property causes poverty and war

The workers need to have a revolution

A dictatorship will be needed

Workers will become the most important people

Private property should be confiscated 

Workers in every country will overthrow their governments and 
establish communism

Tails
this will establish communism quickly

and shared out equally amongst everyone

national boundaries will no longer exist

the most important and should be in control of the factories

it will happen whether people like it or not

a small number of individuals shouldn’t have all the wealth

this will mean no other political parties will be allowed

Task 3: match up the heads and tails to the main ideas in communism

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-
communism/zkpnscw

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-communism/zkpnscw


Heads
Communism is inevitable

Individual ownership of private property causes poverty and war

The workers need to have a revolution

A dictatorship will be needed

Workers will become the most important people

Private property should be confiscated 

Workers in every country will overthrow their governments and 
establish communism

Tails
this will establish communism quickly

and shared out equally amongst everyone

national boundaries will no longer exist

the most important and should be in control of the factories

it will happen whether people like it or not

a small number of individuals shouldn’t have all the wealth

this will mean no other political parties will be allowed



Who would 
gain the 
most?

Task 4: Using your completed statements and information from the video, sum up what Communists
believe, in less than 50 words. Then, in a different coloured pen, write down what you think about
Communism – there are some prompts below to help you think about the question.

Communists believe that _______   ________  _______   _______  _______  _______  _______  _______  _______
_______  ________  _______ ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  
________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  
________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  _________  ________  ________  
________  _________ ________  ________  ________ _________  _________  __________.

My view about Communism is____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Would 
everyone 

support it?

Is it 
realistic?

Who 
would 

lose the 
most?



Mid-lesson Low stakes quiz

1 Who was the leader of Russia at the start of the 20th century?

2 From where did the leader of Russia believe he received his power from?

3 Which group was unhappy with the way that the Tsar was running the 
country?

4 Which new political party emerged with new ideas about how to rule 
Russia and improve life for the workers?

5 What did the Communists believe about owning property and why?

6 What did the Communists hope workers across the world would do to get 
change?

QUICK 6



Supporters of Communism Opponents of Communism

a) Workers can’t run factories. They will make a mess of it and industry will fail. Then everybody will be poor.
b) The bosses are rich because of the work the workers do. Bosses pay low wages and make workers work in terrible conditions. It is
time workers got a fair share.
c) Why should rich people have big houses with lots of rooms for a few people, when the workers have to fit a whole family into one
room?
d) The money and wealth in society should be shared out more fairly.
e) The government has no right to take away the money and wealth of middle-class and aristocratic people.
f) The only way to have freedom is to have different political parties so that people can choose between them.
g) It is better to have one party that represents all working people. It unifies people and makes it easier to get things done.
h) The state or government controls everything in Communism. People have no freedom.
i) The state is trying to build a better society for all the people. Rich people no longer run the country.
j) Everybody is equal and has a fair chance to do well.

Task 5 Which of the statements below might have been said by supporters of Communism and which by opponents? Write the letter of each 
statement into the correct column. Did any of these match up to your view of Communism?



For a long time communism had little support in Russia. When he ascended
the throne in 1894, over 1000 people were crushed to death trying to see
Tsar Nicholas become their ruler, he was that popular! This was soon to
change. Russians endured extreme hardships and poverty as most of the
people were poor peasant farmers who lived and worked hard lives. The
workers who worked in factories and mines were very badly paid and worked
and lived in dreadful conditions. Tsar Nicholas kept tight control over his
subjects through his secret police, spies and repressive laws, all of which only
served to alienate the Russian people even more from him. It was in this
atmosphere that support for communism grew and pressure for change
increased. Next lesson, you will look at what factors caused the Russian
people to revolt against the Tsar in the revolution of 1917.
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"The time will come when the people in their fury will 
straighten their bent backs and bring down the structure with 
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Plenary task: Add your own 
knowledge about what you have 
learnt about Russia to the labels 
to the blue boxes on your 
diagram.



Write down two inferences you can make from this cartoon about why groups like the Communists were
unhappy with the political system in Russia.

One inference I can make is that……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…  
For example, it shows………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

A second inference I can make is that ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
For example, it shows………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


